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ANNUAL FALL MEETING

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

The October 2, 2022, Meeting and Annual Fall
Picnic of the Astro Branch of the American Begonia
Society will be held at the home of Mel Babb located at 8818 Jackwood Street, Houston, 77036. Other
important info is located a little later in this newsletter.
If you were not at the September 11th meeting
and haven’t signed up for what you will be bringing
to this potluck gathering, please give Mel a call to
see what she may need you to bring. Mel’s mobile
number is 281-650-6669 or you can send her an
email: flowerfulone@gmail.com
Members are invited to bring a plant or plantrelated item for our Door Prize Table. Please remember to bring a chair.
Per Mel: The gathering

Our group is very appreciative of the presentation on Aquarium Terrariums by Aaron Stone and
Rachel Davidson. We got a lot of new ideas on
making this sort of planting easier, plus presentation of new products on the market. Ideas they
presented were related to why use one method
over the other, how to plant in an aquarium
(which many members do) either directly into the
aquarium or merely placing the pots in. We really
learned a lot from this interesting presentation.
Again, thank you so much for doing this presentation for us. Those aquariums can actually be quite
a showpiece in a home! You should see Aaron
and Rachel’s setups.

spot will be mainly in the
sun, just so you know. But
a stroll through the gardens has a lot of shady
spots. She will set up some
spots inside for those who
want to get out of the sun.

I want to put a call out to members to be sure
to come to our annual picnic which is being held
at Mel Babb’s home which she has generously offered to us. As is our tradition, you may bring a
plant or plant related item for the table drawing.
However, it must be wrapped in such a way as
not to give away what it is. That is part of the
mystery and fun of this event. Of course, if you
choose not to participate, that is perfectly fine but
you never know what you might be missing. Con-

tinued, next page…

Bill Claybaugh’s hybrid creation Begonia
‘Stars and Stripes’ in bloom, late October of
2020.

President’s notes—continued
If anyone has any kind of camping canopy
that we could use, that would be most
appreciated. Mel does not have that much
shade in her yard so this might be of help.
As usual, we are having a potluck picnic. I
am bringing fried chicken. Mel says we are
needing appetizers, there is a pasta salad so
perhaps a green salad or whatever. PLEASE let
Mel know what you are bringing so she can
sort of coordinate what we have. Her contact
info will be here in the newsletter.
As many of you know, we are undergoing
changes in the organization at the moment.
Your interest and input are greatly needed so
please do come to the picnic. We would love
to see you guys. I have tried to get a more
central location to meet but the parks just
won’t open on Sundays due to expense of hiring weekend people. If you have suggestions,
be sure to let me know.
We will be having our annual voting of officers now, so your votes are very important. All
our members are needed for this. So, bring
your chairs, your smiling party faces and we
look forward to seeing you October 2 for the
picnic.
Cheers, Midge

Mike Bragg was in charge of the raffle.

Sept. 11, 2022 Meeting notes—continued
The program “In The Beginning There Were
Fish: Aquariums as Terrariums” was presented
by Rachel Davidson. She discussed containers,
their set-up, and substrate used in the aquarium and contained atmosphere begonias that
she and Aaron grow in their home. The many
benefits of using these containers was discussed, with an emphasis on preventing, containing, and treating pests and disease.

Notes of September 11, 2022 meeting:
Old business, new business, and announcements, in no particular order:
It was reported that Ruby has COVID and
Malcolm’s house is leaking. He will also be attending the national convention in Atlanta.
Mel Babb volunteered to host the annual
picnic at her home. Details to be elaborated in
the October Chatter. A sheet was passed
around for members to sign up for what they
would like to bring to the picnic.
Cheryl Lenert made a motion requesting
that the Astro branch donate $150 to the ABS
Christmas Fund and Malcolm seconded. It
passed unanimously.
The nominating committee is: Cheryl, Janet
Carpenter, and Kathleen Murphy.
Branch officers include President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Photo by Mel Babb

October Weather Forecast for 2022
According to the United States Weather Service
Houston and its surrounding areas fall in Region 7
of the National Weather Map. Here is what they
predict our weather will be for the month of October.
We will have slight below normal temperatures
and slightly above normal precipitation. Our temperatures should average from 60 degrees in the
north to 67degrees in the south. Our coolest October temperatures will be October 3rd thru 5th, 7th
thru 10th, 16th thru 19th and 29th thru 31st.
Our warmest October temperatures will be October 1st, 12th thru 15th, and 21st thru 27th. The
best chance for areas of showers and thunderstorms especially in the north are about October
2nd thru 4th, 6th thru 9th, 15th thru 17th and 28th thru
30th. There will be a moderate hurricane threat the
first week. An isolated shower or thunderstorm
from time to time may occur.

PRUNING, PLANTING, AND TRANSPLANTING
OCTOBER

3rd & 4th
7th & 8th
11th, 12th & 13th
16th, 17th & 18th
26th & 27th
30th & 31st

Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn

Dr. Cooper and Univ. of Tennessee extension agent Booker T. Leigh on a recent Q&A episode.
If you haven’t discovered it yet, check out The Family Plot: Gardening in the Mid-South. Host Dr. Chris
Cooper provides advice and tips for gardening success with the help of plant experts (usually from the University of Tennessee and its agricultural extensions), Master Gardeners, and other green-thumbed guests.
Much of the show is dedicated to answering viewers’ questions. Today’s episode features tips on how to trap
armadillos!
This 30-minute, public station program airs on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. locally on @createTV,
channel 323. Episodes are also available on-demand on their website.

8818 Jackwood Street
Annual Fall Picnic will be held the home of Mel Babb, 8818 Jackwood St., Houston,
TX 77036.
Mel Babb’s home is located in Sharpstown a few blocks off Beechnut Street and
about 1 1/4 miles from 69 Southwest Freeway on one side and West Beltway 8 on
the other side. Both have a Beechnut exit.

Four cars can park in the driveway. Otherwise, you can park on the street.
REMEMBER TO BRING A CHAIR. The gathering spot will be mainly in the
sun, so plan accordingly.

