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Newsletter of the Astro Branch 

of the American Begonia Society 

FOUNDER: THOMAS KEEPIN 
 

Astro Branch 
American Begonia Society 

13410 Balcrest Drive, Houston, Texas 77070 

Next Meeting: July 12, 2026 
12:00 PM Official Meeting starts 

PLACE:  Malcom’s Home  
               2905 Drexel Drive, Houston TX 

77027 713-621-6217 
PROGRAM:  
Snack hosts: Potluck: Bring your favorite 
side dish for our yearly picnic 

July 6, 2026 www.begoniahouston.org 
 
 

President: Vice President: Treasurer: Secretary: 
Kathleen Murphy Jennifer Francois Ann Stiefel Gloria Hunter 

President’s Message 
Happy Fourth of July! 
Hope all went well with your plans for celebrating Americas’ Birthday!  The fireworks out of 
Washington DC were spectacular, the neighborhood fireworks not so fun! My dog was inconsolable 
with all the noise. The resident begonias were undisturbed by the turmoil and generally love the 
humidity and the heat. 
 
As we look forward to our Astro picnic Sunday, I must first introduce our new Editor of The Chatter. 
Viola Risinger graciously accepted the assignment and generously agreed to be the person that 
holds, compiles and distributes all Astro News. Thank you, Viola! We look to the future and promise 
to make your job easier with contributions from all members. And a big, big thank you to Rosa 
Brennan for holding The Chatter together for these past years. 
 
Malcolm McCorquodale has agreed to host the Astro July Picnic. Directions to Malcolm’s home are 
inserted. We will start at Noon. Plans for our July picnic are as follows, please bring a dish to pass, I’ll 
bring the chicken for all, and please bring wrapped plant or plant related item for a Chinese gift 
exchange.  Probably a folding chair would be a good idea. 
 
God Bless the USA 
Kathleen 

     

Chairs: Membership 

Ann Steifel 

Seed Fund 

Janet Carpenter 

Webmaster 

Malcolm McCorquodale 

Newsletter 

Viola Risinger, Editor 

http://www.begoniahouston.org/
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Begonia Meeting June 7, 2026 
 

Members present – Gloria Hunter, Janet Carpenter, Malcolm McCorquodale, Cynthia Moody, Kathleen 

Murphy, Thomas Keepin, Sandy Roden, Gail Warren, Peter Lloyd, Paul & Mary Sobienski, Charlyn & 

Murphy Brown, Sharon & Gary Cofran, Cary Covington, Belle Sadegh, Dehlia Mullen and Ann Stiefel. 

Kathleen welcomed everyone and thanked our hostess Cheryl, Charlene and Murphy for their delicious 

refreshments.    

The minutes were read by Gloria and stood as read.  

The Treasurer’s report was given by Ann no income shown but we have some coming (has not been 

able to get to bank to make deposit) expenses were listed.   

Old Business: Janet commented that seeds were still selling like hotcakes. She received seeds from 

Karen Eland. She now has 25 new types of seeds.  Next session to work on seeds will be on Monday, 

June 15th, 10:00 or 10:30 a.m. at Janet’s home. While she was in line at convention, she received a jar 

with a huge number of seeds, all cleaned. Malcolm will list on the website after June 16th or 17th. 

Question- if Astro member orders seed online would Janet bring to meeting (instead of mailing). Yes, 

but you still must order online through Wendy the treasurer.  

Malcolm also brought some terrariums that have tabs and locks, cost $12.00 for anyone interested.  

New Business:  

Any SW news should be sent to Rosa, photos also.  No plans yet for the 2027 gathering.  Discussions for 

possibility of San Antonio or Austin. Need to contact local members.  

Mike from Another Place in Time sent donations of 4 Begonia’s for raffle.  

Program after meeting is how to make wedge cuttings as demonstrated at convention by Al Palacio, 

who also specializes in Terrarium Begonias.  

Kathleen asked about meeting date for July would be on the 12th, due to 4th of July holiday and it would 

be our yearly picnic at Malcolm’s house.  

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, and it was second.  

Gloria Hunter, Secretary  

Financial records were reported by Ann Stiefel.  They were reviewed and filed. 
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Hello Members,  

It is with great pleasure that I take on this new endeavor in producing each month’s 

Chatter for our Astro Begonia Society Club.   Please be patient with me.   I am new to 

this and will do my best going forward.  Please feel free to contact me 10 days prior to 

a scheduled meeting should you need me to share anything for any future meetings. I 

sincerely hope that I can do this opportunity justice.   Thank you, Rosa, for the fine job 

you have done and for helping me out with the pictures.   First pictures were from June 

7, 2026. Last pictures were taken by Malcolm at the Convention.  
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Sincerely, Viola Risinger    

 


