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Newsletter of the Astro Branch  

of the American Begonia Society 

 

Astro Branch 

American Begonia Society 
13410 Balcrest Drive  

Houston, Texas 77070 

Next Meeting: 

DATE:  June2, 2024 
TIME:   2:00 PM  
PLACE:  Plants for All Seasons,  
                21328 State Hwy 249 

PROGRAM:  
     Plant Challenge, New Container Option, 
and Tips on Showing Prize Winning Plants. 

May 27, 2024 Issue www.begoniahouston.org 

THE BEGONIA  CHATTER and putting together  the 
booklet for the convention!!! 

Malcolm McCorquodale won some nice ribbons 
for his plants which he has promised to bring to the 
meeting to showcase his talents and give us some 
tips on showing / growing your prize winning plants.  

Cheryl Lenert will demonstrate a new container 
for our Contained Atmosphere plants and will have 
the containers available for sale.  

Also on the program for our meeting is a Plant 
Challenge. I brought back a flat of “Don Miller” 
starts to be shared with our group and everyone is 
challenged to grow, grow, grow.  

Along with our Begonia raffle prizes, come join in 
the fun and we will share all this information at our 
next meeting, Sunday June 2, 2024 at 2 pm. 
 
 See you there!   -Kathleen 

 
Our hosts will be Tom Keepin and Ann Stiefel. 
 

    President:   Vice President:   Treasurer:   Secretary:    
    Kathleen Murphy  Jennifer Francois   Ann Stiefel   Gloria Hunter    

FOUNDER: THOMAS KEEPIN 

  Chairs:  Membership  Seed Fund   Webmaster & Nat’l Rep. Newsletter  

    Ann Steifel  Janet Carpenter  Malcolm McCorquodale Rosa Brennan, Editor 

President’s Message: 

Hi Begonia Lovers!  
I hope everyone missed all the attempts of Moth-

er Nature to drown us out and then the Derecho 
storm to wipe us out. Pray everyone made it safely 
through the surge and your electrical power restored 
quickly. Murphy’s law, the power goes out only after 
you’ve made a Costco run!  

For  Begonia news we had a great time at the 
Southwest Region Get Together, made a lot of good 
contacts and sources to further our knowledge of 
propagation, purchase and proliferation of our ad-
diction to Begonias. A HUGE Thank you to Doug By-
rom and his crew for putting together the best Con-
vention yet! He worked tirelessly and is the very best 
host!  

Just some hints as to some exciting happenings 
at the SWR Get Together, our very own Rosa Bren-
nan was presented the very prestigious Mae Blanton 
award which is awarded to those who have excelled 
in service to the Begonia Society as demonstrated 
by her publishing of  the BEGONIA LEAFLET and  

http://www.begoniahouston.org/
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Meeting Notes—continued 

Ann reviewed the list of members that are 
not responding about membership. She also 
discussed taxes – IRS and Texas sales tax. 
She talked with Wendy the treasurer with 
ABS and was told they are not sales tax ex-
empt.  She also spoke with Royce Welder the 
treasurer of Federation. Would like to re-
search more about Tax Exempt status.  

Kathleen asked who was attending the 
convention in Austin.  

Meeting adjourned.  
 
June 2024  Planting Dates 
4th & 5th                            Taurus 

8th & 9th                            Cancer 
18th & 19th                        Scorpio 
22nd & 23rd                       Capricorn 
27th & 28th                        Pisces 

Temperatures near normal and precipita-
tion near normal. 

Temperatures should average from 78 de-
grees in the North to 82 degrees in the South 

Coolest June Temperatures: 
3rd thru 5th, 12th, 13th, 18th & 19th, 26th 
and 27th 

Warmest June Temperatures: 
1st, 7th thru 10th, 15th thru 17th, 21st thru 
24th and 30th 

Widely scattered showers and thunder-
storms several producing heavy rain at about 
4-5 day intervals 

Thunder storms most numerous near the 
Gulf. 

 
-Tom Keepin 

 

Meeting Notes—April 7, 2024 

Members present – Gloria Hunter, Janet Car-
penter, Jennifer Francois, Rosa Brennan, Ann 
Stiefel, Kathleen Murphy, Malcolm McCor-
quodale, Tom Keepin, Gail Warren, Mike and Ire-
ne Bragg, Mel Babb, Sue Botts, Ginny Ledbetter, 
and Joyce Baker. 

President Kathleen Murphy called our meeting 
to order at 2:08 p.m. and welcomed everyone 
and thanked hostesses for refreshments.   

Minutes stand as written. 
Treasurer’s report – Beginning balance - 

$4,802.05.  Income – raffle - $55.00.   Expenses – 
raffle plants - $47.72, program expenses $50.00, 
ABS/SWR donation $60.00 for total expenses of 
$157.72. Ending balance $4,699.33.  

New Business – Malcolm asked if anyone had 
questions about Facebook. Said members need 
to follow and ask for permission.  

Rosa said she needs photos to post to help 
increase interest in Begonia meetings.   

Program for next month “Day Lily Society” 
speaker Mike Zuber.  

Jennifer said her Raja cutting is in bloom.  Ja-
net commented that seed sales in comparison 
to this time last year are down.  

Rosa brought in some “worm casing” and Az-
omite and if members wanted to buy it was $1.00 
per cup.   Kathleen said that Azomite is excellent 
for plants, ½ teaspoon per inch of soil.  Two tea-
spoons for 4-inch pot. 

Rosa also told us she was looking at website 
“Plantcon International” www.plantcon.org, a 
non-profit which hosts an annual event in Hou-
ston. She is looking at it so maybe we can partici-
pate next year. 

Discussion about ABS having a membership 
support group and access to resources such as 
videos and programs to help increase member-
ship. Goal is to increase by 10%.  

The Houston Federation also has a newsletter 
to advertise meetings etc.  

Gloria checking with Brenda Smith, The Lazy 
Gardener, announcing our meetings in her online 
newsletter.  
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Janet Carpenter, Cheryl Lenert, Kathleen Murphy, Betty Ferguson, 
and Malcolm McCorquodale at Hands-on Propagation Techniques 
with Glenn and Taddie. 

Doug Byrom doing his best to entice Sue Botts, 
Kathleen Murphy, and Janet Carpenter into purchas-
ing an auction item. 

Malcolm’s Begonia ‘Steve’s Leaves Zest d’Orange’ won 
First Place in Division A.1.2 Cane-like All Others category. 

Left two photos:  
Malcolm’s B. ‘Maurice Amey’ took 

home the Lou Dyess Best Cane Prize! 
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Kathleen Murphy receiving a rex begonia from Janet Carpenter. 

Kathleen Murphy and Cheryl Lenert present-
ed a workshop titled Plant a Terrarium with 
Cheryl Lenert & Friends. 

Your editor receiving the Mae Blanton 
Award for Service from Cheryl Lenert. 

Lois Petzold presenting the Division Award 
to Malcolm for B. ‘Maurice Amey’. 
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Astros Meeting of April 7, 2024: Cuttings 

Swap and Seed Cup Update 

Rosa Brennan photo by Peter Lloyd 

Tom Keeping photo by Peter Lloyd 

Photo by Peter Lloyd 

Photo of Ann Stiefel and Sue Botts by Peter Lloyd 

Gail Warren, Jennifer Francois, Irene and Mike Bragg. 


