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Newsletter of the Astro Branch  

of the American Begonia Society 

 

Astro Branch 

American Begonia Society 
10592A Fuqua Street, Box 398 

Houston, Texas 77089 

Next Meeting: 

DATE:  January 7, 2024 
TIME:   1:00 PM social; 2:00 PM meeting  
PLACE:  Plants for All Seasons,  
                21328 State Hwy 249 
PROGRAM: Presentation of Leora  

Fuentes’ Begonia Collection 
January 1, 2024 Issue www.begoniahouston.org 

Again, thank you all for the support and 
great job of stepping up when there were jobs 
to be done. I always say this is such a wonder-
ful group of people. 

     —Cheers, Midge  

    President:   Vice President:   Treasurer:   Secretary:    
    Midge Gorman  Kathleen Murphy   Ann Stiefel   Gloria Hunter    

FOUNDER: THOMAS KEEPIN 

 Chairs:  Hospitality  Membership   Seed Fund   Webmaster    Newsletter  

   Mel Babb  Jennifer Francois  Janet Carpenter  Malcolm McCorquodale Rosa Brennan, Editor 

President’s Message 

This will be my last article as your President. 
My terms end this month. I want you to know 
that it has been an honor and pleasure to serve 
you in this position. I hope it has been as much 
fun for you as it has for me. Thanks to all who 
supported me while I did my best. I very much 
appreciated that. 

We are looking forward to a great meeting 
next Sunday. After our regular business meet-
ings & settling new officers in place, we will 
have our monthly program. Apparently, we will 
have many begonias from Leora Fuentes at the 
meeting, but Leora won’t be able to make it. She 
always has the best closed container plants for 
us at great prices. I hope you guys can make it 
to the meeting, we do not get her wonderful 
plants often. 

http://www.begoniahouston.org/
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Meeting Notes—Continued 

With no further business to be discussed, 
Midge adjourned the minute and we continued 
with opening gifts and enjoying food and compa-
ny.    

Merry Christmas everyone and a Happy New 
Year.     

    Gloria Hunter – Secretary  
 
January Weather and Planting Guide  

Temperatures will be below normal and pre-
cipitation will be above normal. 

Average temperatures should range from 33 
degrees in the North to 46 degrees in the South. 

Coolest January Temperatures 1st, 6th thru 
9th, 13th thru 16th, 19th thru 23rd and 29th 
thru 31st.  

Warmest December Temperatures 3rd & 
4th, 11th & 12th, 18th and 25th thru 27th. 

Mainly rain in the South and rain and freezing 
rain in the North most likely about January 6th 
thru 8th, 12th thru 15th, 18th thru 21st and 28th 
thru 31st. 

There will be areas of heavy precipita-
tion.  Isolated showers at other times. 

Windy periods possible. 
Planting and transplanting: Best signs and 
dates 

 

Pruning: Best signs and dates to 
encourage growth  

Scorpio January 6th & 7th 

Capricorn 10th & 11th 

Pisces 14th & 15th 

Taurus 19th & 20th 

Cancer 23rd, 24th, & 25th 

  

Sign: Waxing moon date: 

Leo 25th (until sunset) 

Sagittarius  

Aries 16th & 17th 

 Editor’s Corner 

As Midge mentioned, Leora’s contained at-
mosphere begonias will be presented and there 
will be a discussion of the individual plants. They 
will also be made available for sale.  

The board nominees will be presented and vot-
ed on: 

President: Kathleen Murphy 
Vice-president: Jennifer Francois 
Treasurer: Ann Stiefel 
Secretary: Gloria Hunter 
Some members will be attending Begonia Im-

mersion Day at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden at 
which Mark Tebbitt will give a presentation about 
begonias of the Andes. 

Side note: My son Orion attended the Universi-
ty of Texas at Fort Worth his freshman year so I’ve 
been there a few times. We always enjoyed stay-
ing at the Hilton Home2 Suites at 1145 University 
Drive at W. Lancaster Avenue. It’s close to the Bo-
tanic Garden and also within walking distance of 
several restaurants. Also close by is a terrific Ital-
ian restaurant called Piola. Safe travels and we 
look forward to your field trip report! 

         -Rosa 

Meeting Notes—December 3, 2023 

 Members present – Midge Gorman, Gloria 
Hunter, Gail Warren, Janet Carpenter, Tom Keep-
in, Jennifer Francois., Cheryl Lenert, Mel Babb, Ro-
sa Brennan, Mike & Irene, Sue Botts, Ann Stiefel, 
Diane Bukey, Kathleen, Malcolm.  

Midge called our meeting to order and wel-
comed everyone and thanked all for our wonderful 
refreshments.  She also said that nominations 
should have been made in October and asked for 
3 members to be on the nominating committee for 
next meeting January 7th.  Those selected were 
Tom, Cheryl & ? 

Jennifer reminded everyone it was time to pay 
our dues in January. The dues are still $5.00 for the 
Astro branch.  

Mel asked for refreshment volunteers for Janu-
ary meeting until we did yearly schedule during 
January meeting – Rosa and Sue volunteered.  

Comment made that Freda Holley had moved 
to Austin; her son lives there.  
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 Meeting notes continued  

“tree planting” at the VA hospital.  
With no further business to be discussed 

Midge adjourned the meeting  and will continue 
with the program for November “Show & Tell” by 
our members that brought plants from home.  

Gloria Hunter – Secretary  

 

Begonia Show & Tell—notes by Gloria 

Gloria – B. burkillii – she had this growing in 
her covered patio area, but had not grown 
much.  At the convention she saw it in a plastic 
bag and listed it as a terrarium plant.  So when 
she got home she transferred into a terrarium 
and it has been growing quite well since then.    

Rosa – sold to her as B. crassicaulis / B. 
‘Virginia Jens’ – thick stem rhizomatous has a 
large gnarled stem, she grows near a window.  

Janet – grows in a terrarium, red variety has 
no name, white blooms.  

Cheryl – variegated prismatocarpa, 20 years 
old, still in original container. She has given cut-
tings. Likes orchid soil from Lowe’s & Home De-
pot.  She told a story about her introduction in-
to the “Begonia world.” 

Tom – B. ‘Carmel Browne’ – grows outside in 
greenhouse, rhizomatous begonia.  Also 
brought B. scabrida – large thick stem, white 
flowers.  

Midge – B. ‘Looking Glass’ – sturdy plant, 
grows outside, behind house, under eaves, fac-
es N.E. 

Ann – B. ‘Pinafore’ hanging basket.  Has had 
since a small plant, she got from Tom, 20 years 
ago. Grows outside under tree in the shade. 

Mel – B. ‘Gideon’ (b. Freda’s grandson. Thick 
stem, new leaves are bright red change to olive 
color. Grown outside gets morning light.  
[Editor’s Note: See last month’s Chatter for 
photos of Show and Tell.] 

 November 5, 2023 Meeting Notes 

Members present – Midge Gorman, Gloria 
Hunter, Janet Carpenter, Tom Keepin, Jennifer Fran-
cois. Cheryl Lenert, Mel Babb, Rosa Brennan, Mike 
& Irene Bragg, Sue Botts, Ann Stiefel, and Diana 
Bukey.  

Midge called our meeting to order at 2:05 and 
welcomed everyone and thanked Jennifer and Irene 
for our refreshments. 

Midge talked with Brenda about her surgery and 
that she was fine and recuperating at home. She 
thanked everyone for their prayers.   

Correction to comment on plants, Midge had 
mentioned that with the cost of plants going up (not 
that Another Place in Time was charging us more). If 
we as members might be able to contribute to the 
door and raffle prizes to offset the expense.  Mike 
has always been very generous to us. 

It would be nice if we could share what we had at 
home, which would mean more of a variety of Be-
gonias.  

Jennifer commented that it was time to pay our 
dues in January. The dues are still $5.00 for the As-
tro branch.  

Ann said that she would be glad to collect 
[members’ dues for their national membership] and 
send payment in, but to please make sure and 
make check payable to ABS. 

Mel thanked Irene and Jennifer again for refresh-
ments and Tom for the Reese’s peanut butter cups.  

The Christmas Party will be a potluck and Mel 
passed around a sign-up sheet.  It will be there at 
the Garden center.    

Ann gave the Treasurer’s report, beginning bal-
ance - $4,761.50, income $60.00 from raffle, ex-
penses – raffle plants $64.95 and TGC dues of 
$25.00 for ending balance of $4,731.55  

Ann also asked if she could go ahead and do 
“Old Business” and discuss the budget that she 
has been working on. She passed copies out to all 
members and discussed line items. After com-
ments, discussions, some revisions were made and 
Ann will send to Rosa for distribution to members 
and we will take a vote, probably in January.  

New Business – Janet commented that at the 
James Metske Park next to the butterfly garden a 
“Never Forget Garden” commemorating the Un-
known Soldier has been planted.  Also that Texas  
Arbor Day is November 13th and there will be a  
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 = good planting day  = good pruning day 
 

January 2024 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

      
Begonia Immersion Day 
at the Fort Worth Botanic 
Garden 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

ASTROS MEETING 
1:00 pm 

  

 New moon 

  

14  MLK JR Day     15 16 17 18 19 20 

    

   

21 22 23 24 25   26 27 

  

  Full moon 

  

28 29 30 31    
Austin Begonia Society 
meeting, 2pm, at the 
Austin Botanic Garden 

      

       
Next Astros meeting: 
February 4th       

    

ASTROS 
BEGONIA SOCIETY 
 

Snap a picture 
Send Rosa photos of your begonias in 
bloom! 
Reminder What begonias are you in 
search of? Let us know at the next 
meeting! 

Journal 
Don’t forget to jot down the date you 
sow your seeds and other important 
dates on your begonia calendar or 
notebook. 

Give 
Give a begonia friend a call, 
especially those who you haven’t 
heard from in a while.  

 



BegoniaHouston@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/BegoniaHouston 
 

 
*email BegoniaHouston@gmail.com for confirmation, as dates may be affected by holidays 

https://www.facebook.com/BegoniaHouston
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