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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

The December 3, 2023, Astro reunion
will be a festive occasion! We will be hav-
ing our Annual Christmas Party, in lieu of
an official meeting, at Plants for All Sea-
sons, located at 21328 State Hwy 249,
Houston, Texas. All are welcome to come
as early as 12:00 pm to help set up or
shop for more beautiful plants for your
home or garden. For this event we have
made our start time 1:00 P.M. to give us
the maximum time to set up, eat and
open gifts.

Note: please bring your own drink or
consider bringing beverages for the group
(including ice), as bottled water will not be
provided.

Seed Fund
Janet Carpenter

Chairs: Hospitality

Mel Babb

Membership
Jennifer Francois

Treasurer:
Ann Stiefel

Secretary:
Gloria Hunter

Gift exchange (the fun part!): For the
gift exchange, a begonia or plant or
plant-related item is encouraged. As we
always say “bring a plant you would like
to add to your own collection." You will
receive a raffle ticket for each contribu-
tion you bring. Wrap your gift if possible,
for maximum fun, but just remember,
when your ticket number is called, no
shaking the gifts!
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B. crassicaulis play-
fully reimagined as a
Holly by adding a few
red-berries.
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Newsletter
Rosa Brennan, Editor

Webmaster
Malcolm McCorquodale
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Greetings, fellow Begoniacs,

Dear Holiday Season...you have arrived!
This meeting will be our last of the year
and a celebration of the holiday season. |
do hope you will be able to make this last
get together. As always, if you wish to par-
ticipate, please bring a WRAPPED plant or
plant related item for our give away table. If
you havent decided on a food item to
bring, please check with Mel to see what we
may be short on. | will be there with a red
wine, cups, & dips for the holiday spread.
We will meet at our regular meeting place
as usual.

This is the time of year when our plants
don’t know what to do, the weather is so
confusing. Not having a greenhouse, | have
to stay on vigil with forecasts. Under the
patio, in the house, under the eve’s...it is
important to watch for “surprises”. | have to
admit, it can get somewhat exciting. It would
be interesting to hear how you handle this
if you do not have a greenhouse. Perhaps
send pictures to Rosa to put in the Chatter,
that would be great.

We are looking forward to seeing every-
one next Sunday, it should be a fun time.

Cheers

—Midge

Editor’s Corner

The Chatter is a group effort! Please
email or text me your begonia photos.
Send me your begonias in bloom and
how your begonias are kept during the
cold season, per Midge’s suggestion
above.

Also, feel free to snap photos during
our meeting to share in the Chatter.

Thanks!

-Rosa

December Weather and Planting Guide

Temperatures will be below normal and
precipitation will be above normal.

Average temperatures should range
from 35 degrees in the North to 47 de-
grees in the South.

Coolest December Temperatures 2nd
thru 4th, 7th thru 10th, 14th thru 17th,
21st thru 24th, and 29th thru the 31st .

Warmest December Temperatures 6th,
12th, 19th, 20th, and 26th thru the 28th

There is a good chance for rain in the
South and snow and rain in the North
about December 2nd, 3rd, 7th through
Oth, 13th thru 15th, 20th thru 23rd, and
28th thru the 30th. Also, area of heavy
precipitation likely and it may be windy at
times.

Planting and transplanting: Best signs and
dates

(Per Harris Farmer's Almanac 2023)

Cancer December 1st

Scorpio 9th, 10th, 11th

Capricorn | 14th, 15th

Pisces 19th, 20th

Taurus 22nd, 23rd, 24th
Cancer 27th, 28th

) 3
Pruning: B igns_an ncour-

age growth (per Thomas Almanac)

Sign: Waxing moon date:
Leo

Sagittarius | 14th, 15th

Aries
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November Begonia In Bloom—Contained Atmosphere

Begonia tagbanua continues to be in bloom on this date November 26, 2023: note that there
are only male flowers present.—Rosa
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BEGONIA SHOW, TELL, AND SHARE
November 5, 2023 photos

Clockwise from top, left:

Ann Stiefel with her B. ‘Pinafore’ which she
has hanging outside, under a tree. She noted
that it tolerated this past summer’s heat.

Ann and Jennifer Francois with the B.
‘prismatocarpa Variegation’ in the fore-
ground, a lovely, contained begonia cultivar
brought by Cheryl Lenert.

B. ‘Batik’ in a contained atmosphere with Mel
Babb, Mike and Irene Bragg, and Diana Buk-
ey in the background.
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BEGONIA SHOW, TELL, AND SHARE— CONT’D

Above, left: Tom Keepin with Janet’s B. ‘Batik’, a cultivar created by Kit Jeans and registered in 1984. Above,
right: Tom with the B. sericoneura her brought to raffle as a door prize. It now has a home in Rosa Brennan’s
mother’s back yard in Sugar Land, Texas, and is doing well.
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BEGONIA SHOW, TELL, AND SHARE— CONT’D

Above: B. ‘Carmel Browne’, left, and B. ‘Virginia Jens’, right. Below: Mel with her weeping B. ‘Gideon’ and
Midge Gorman with her show-worthy B. ‘Looking Glass’.

B. ‘Virginia Jens’ is a cross of B. crassicaulis and B. sericoneura (see pp. 1, 4). B. ‘Carmel Browne’ is a cultivar
created by our very own Tom Keepin who crossed B. ‘Virginia Jens’ with B. ‘Green Velvet’, a Michael Kartuz
cultivar. More about B. Carmel Browne’s namesake attached to this Chatter’s distribution e-mail.
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BACK PAGE - THIS-AND-THAT

In search of: Cuttings requests from our members
Betty Calhoun is looking for a Cleopatra Episcia. Janet Carpenter is
in search of Begonia 'Peridot’ and Rosa Brennan continues to find a re-
placement B. U177 and the cane B. 'Pagoda’.

Looking ahead:

The next Astros meeting will be January 8th, which is currently

scheduled to be about seeds and planting.
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