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Newsletter of the Astro Branch of the American Begonia Society 

 

Astro Branch 

American Begonia Society 

10592A Fuqua Street, Box 398 

Houston, Texas 77089 

Next Meeting: 

DATE:  September 10, 2023 
TIME:   1:00 PM, meeting begins 2:00PM 
PLACE:  Plants for All Seasons,  
                21328 State Hwy 249 
PROGRAM: CUTTING PARTY 

September 3, 2023 Issue www.begoniahouston.org 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings my fellow Begoniacs, 

I wasn’t able to make the last meeting due 

to illness but will see you on the 10th. If you 

recall, we will be doing propagation of cuttings 

so bring what you have. This will be a chance 

to replace or add something new to your col-

lections. Mine haven’t fared very well in this 

heat, which may the be the case for you as 

well. I noticed the nurseries are having prob-

lems as well. Hopefully this heatwave will be 

over very soon. I have not wished for winter 

ever before but think I am looking forward to 

it this year. 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

Cheers, Midge 

    President:   Vice President:   Treasurer:   Secretary:    
    Midge Gorman  Kathleen Murphy   Ann Stiefel   Gloria Hunter    

FOUNDER: THOMAS KEEPIN 

 Chairs:  Hospitality  Membership   Seed Fund   Webmaster    Newsletter  

   Mel Babb  Jennifer Francois  Janet Carpenter  Malcolm McCorquodale Rosa Brennan, Editor 

CUTTING SWAP 

The September meeting of the Astro 

Branch of the American Begonia Society 

will be held at Plants For All Seasons 

located at 21328 State Highway 249, 

Houston, TX. Their telephone number is 

281-376-1646. We have the meeting 

room from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. Ann 

Stiefel, Diana Bukey, and Dahlia Mullins will 

be our hospitality hosts. 

Program: Cuttings’ Swap This is our An-

nual Cutting Party where members bring in 

plants that can be pruned for cuttings or 

actual cuttings in plastic bags. All cuttings 

need to be named (labeled), as do the 

plants that cuttings will be taken from. 

Members will tell us about the cuttings they 

have brought and when that is completed 

members will have the opportunity to select 

bagged cuttings or take cuttings from 

plants. 
Please remember to wear your name tag. 

http://www.begoniahouston.org/


 

September 3, 2023 Begonia Chatter, page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

August 6, 2023 Astro meeting notes 

Members present – Gloria Hunter, Gail Warren, 

Irene & Mike Bragg, Ann Stiefel, Donna Bukey, 

Tom Keepin, Kathleen Murphy, Donna & Tony 

Robert, Jennifer Francois., Cheryl Lenert, Malcolm 

McQuorcodale, and Mel Babin,  

Guests – Mary Kay Pinto & Alicia Baker  

Kathleen called our meeting to order at 2:06 

p.m. in Midge’s absence. She welcomes everyone 

and thanked Cheryl and Malcolm for our refresh-

ments.   

Mel surprised us all by walking into the meet-

ing.  One of our guests drove her to the meet-

ing.  She looks good and continues working to-

wards a full recovery.  

Minutes had been read and motions made to 

accept by Gail and a second by Cheryl. 

Discussion followed about the Membership list 

and Jennifer said she would send to all mem-

bers.  

Treasurer’s report by Ann – Beginning balance 

- $4,758.63. Expenses -raffle plants $31.18 end-

ing balance - $4,727.45. Federation dues of 

$20.00 will be paid, plus additional $48.00 from 

July raffle not yet deposited. Because we are a 

ABS charter member no dues are paid.  

Our fiscal year ends July 31st. 

A “Get Well” card was passed around to send 

to Midge. 

Jennifer F. passed around a flyer and asked 

for feedback, it will be used at garden meetings. 

Cheryl thanked Rosa for the article she had 

written and for her excellent work on the Begon-

ia Chatter.   

New Business – Ann asked for volunteers to 

take the tickets, raffle items money box etc. so 

“Team Raffle” was created – Janet, Jennifer, 

Kathleen. This would eliminate the need for Ann 

to travel to bring items in case she is not able 

to make monthly meetings.  She will keep up 

with account, report etc.  

Tickets were distributed so we could continue 

with Plant exchange. Members identified what 

plant they brought and gave information on how 

to best care for it. 

Jennifer made motion to adjourn. 

  

Gloria Hunter – Secretary                                           

 September Weather and Planting Guide  

Temperatures should be slightly below normal 

and precipitation slightly above. 

Temperatures should range from 71 degrees in 

the North to 77 degrees in the South. 

Coolest August Temperatures September 1st & 

2nd, 7th thru 10th, 15th & 16th, and 24th & 

25th.  

Warmest August Temperatures September 4th 

thru 6th, 12th & 13th, 18th thru 20th, 22nd thru 

24th and 28th & 29th. 

A significant hurricane threat September 13th 

thru 17th and moderate chance at other times. 

Widely scattered showers and thunderstorms at 3 

to 5 day intervals, especially along the Gulf. 

Planting and transplanting: Best signs and dates 

(Per Harris Farmer's Almanac 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hope you and your plants are staying as cool 

as possible in this heat August wave. 

Not looking forward to our water bill and our air 

conditioner runs constantly. 

Stay Cool and Smile!    —Tom  

 

Pruning: Best signs and dates to encourage 

growth (per Thomas Almanac) 

Pisces 1st 

Taurus 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Cancer 9th, 10th 

Scorpio 19th, 20th 

Capricorn 23rd, 24th 

Pisces 26th, 27th 

Sign: Waxing moon date: 

Aries  

Leo  

Sagittarius 20th, 21st, 22nd, 29th 

Editor’s Corner 

A reminder that I would appreciate any 

contributions from our members for publi-

cation in future Begonia Chatters. Send in 

your photos, newly discovered retail 

sources of begonias and begonia supplies, 

your favorite books about begonias, or 

suggest a begonia article for republication. 

           -Rosa 
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In search of: Cuttings requests 

No new requests were made at August’s meeting but let’s keep this segment in 

mind for the September meeting! I’ll mention Brenda’s requests from the last 

Chatter here: B. ‘Sophie Cecile’, B. ‘Dangling Pearls’, B. ‘Virginia Kettler’, and B. 

‘Torch’.  

Right: B. ‘Dangling Pearls’ as 
pictured in the IMDB (credited 
to Yahoo Begonia Group). This 

begonia is a 1990 Brad 
Thompson cultivar. It’s female 
parent is B. ‘Lenore Olivier’ and 

male parent is B. albopicta. 

Left: B. ‘Torch’ as pictured in the IMDB 
(uncredited). There is not very much information 
about this popular cultivar. Do have more infor-
mation about B. ‘Torch’ or would you like to con-
tribute a photo? If so, you can enter it on the “Wiki” 
tab, or you can send your photo or information 
directly to Ross at his email address listed on the 
“Contact Us” page. 

INTERNATIONAL DATABASE OF BEGONIACEAE 

 A/K/A iBEGONIAS.COM 

The International Database of the Begoniaceae 

(IDB) is the most reliable source of information 

about begonias for the begonia enthusiast. It was 

started by Ross Bolwell in the early 1980s and can 

be accessed at 

www.ibegonias.filemakerstudio.com.au/. 

The begonia information catalogued on this elec-
tronic database can’t be found by Googling, instead, 

one should go directly to “Find” tab on the IDB 

website and type into the query box. 

Ross presented a video tutorial on how to use 

the IDB to ABS members. It is available for viewing 

on the American Begonia Society website at 

www.begonias.org/membership-videos/ (scroll down 

to the video “How to use the IDB”) 

https://ibegonias.filemakerstudio.com.au/
https://www.begonias.org/membership-videos/
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PLANT EXCHANGE 

At the August 6, 2023 meeting, Astros members gave presentations of plants of all flavors, not just be-

gonias, which were then exchanged by raffle. Here’s a non-exhaustive list of presenters and their plants. 

Donna: Pilea Dark Mystery 

Ann: B. prismatocarpa  `B. ‘Sophie Cecile’ 

Tony: False Aralia 

Mel:  Pencil cactus plant labeled “Colocasia or Giant Taro or Alocasia” 

Gloria: B. ‘Eclipse’  B. ‘Arabian Sunset’ 

Gail: B. ‘Little Miss Mummey’  B. scabrida 

Malcolm: Plumeria  Blood lily 

Kathleen: B. U508  B. ‘Dorothy Hatten’ (?)  B. ‘Tiger Kitten’ 

Cheryl: an unknown fern that had a blue foot rhizome 

Tom: Plumerias  Anthurium 

Jennifer: air plants 

Rosa:  B. natunagensis  B. ‘Lime Royal’ 

Very top: Begonia prismatocarpa  

Above left: Kathleen with the Blood Lily she received; 

top right, detail of the blue feet of fern; left, Mel pre-

senting her Pencil cactus 
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Clockwise from above: Tony presenting False 
seralia; Gloria presenting her B. ‘Arabian Sun-
set’; Malcolm speaking about plumeria.  
 

Below: Cheryl with air plants contained in a 
lovely glass home. 

Left: a juvenile 

B. ‘Lime Royal 

FWBG’ brought 

by the Editor 
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Clockwise, beginning directly above: Gail presenting  B. 

‘Little Miss Mummey’; Jennifer and the Colacasia she ac-

quired; Tom presenting a white with red-edged Anthurium; 

Gloria inspecting the B. prismatocarpa brought by Ann. 
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Counter-clockwise from above: 

Tom keeping a smile on his face; 

Donna presenting Pilea Dark Mys-

tery; Cheryl examining B. ‘Eclipse’ 

brought by Gloria; Kathleen speak-

ing about B. ‘Dorothy Hatten’. 

Far left to right: B. ‘Tiger Kitten’;  B. ’Little Miss 

Mummey’; B. U508; B. ‘Sophie Cecile’ 


