
 

 

 

 

Newsletter of the Astro Branch of the American Begonia Society 

 

Astro Branch 

American Begonia Society 

10592A Fuqua Street, Box 398 

Houston, Texas 77089 

Next Meeting: 

DATE:  June 4, 2023 
TIME:   2:00 P.M. 
PLACE:  Plants for All Seasons,  
                21328 State Hwy 249 
PROGRAM: Board-mounted Begonias 

May 29, 2023 Issue www.begoniahouston.org 

 

June 4, 2023 Astro meeting 

The June meeting of the Astro Branch 

of the American Begonia Society will be 

held at Plants For All Seasons located at 

21328 State Highway 249, Houston, TX. 

Their telephone number is 281-376-1646. 

We have the meeting room from 1:00 P.M. 

to 4:00 P.M. Person and person will be our 

hospitality hosts.  

 

Our program will be a demonstration of 

how to mount your begonia on a board. 

Please bring a begonia that you would like 

to mount on a board. Your begonia should 

be one that has a climbing, spreading, or a 

drooping nature, and not be one that re-

quires a contained atmosphere. 

 

Picnic attendees 

    President:   Vice President:   Treasurer:   Secretary:    
    Midge Gorman  Kathleen Murphy   Ann Stiefel   Gloria Hunter    

FOUNDER: THOMAS KEEPIN 

 Chairs:  Hospitality  Membership   Seed Fund   Webmaster    Newsletter  

   Mel Babb  Jennifer Francois  Janet Carpenter  Malcolm McCorquodale Rosa Brennan, Editor 

Group photo from May 7th picnic 

Top row: Ann Stiefel, Donna Robert, Gloria Hunter, Gail Warren, 
Tony Robert, Jennifer Francois, Janet Carpenter, Tom Keepin, 
Rachael Davidson, Aaron Stone, Kathleen Murphy, Mel Babb.  
On couch: Sue Botts,  Irene and Mike Bragg 

http://www.begoniahouston.org/


May 7, 2023 Astro meeting notes 

Members present – Gloria and John Hunter, 

Gail Warren, Janet and Wes Carpenter, Irene 

and Mike Bragg, Rosa Brennan, Ann Stiefel, Ra-

chel Davidson and Aaron Stone, Peter and Tom 

Keepin, Kathleen Murphy, Donna and Tony Rob-

ert, Mel Babb, Jennifer and Bill Francois., Sue 

Botts 

Astros annual picnic was held at the lovely 

home of Janet and Wes Carpenter.  Members 

brought a very large assortment of goodies for 

all to enjoy.  The food was excellent, don’t 

think anyone walked away hungry. 

A short business meeting was held with 

members present and a vote was taken to se-

lect an Ambassador and Malcolm McCorquodale 

was elected unanimously.  

Aaron and Rachel are leaving Houston short-

ly to move to Delaware for a job relocation.  

Before leaving they attended the picnic and 

gifted our group with about 40-50 container 

begonias.   

Each member was given a ticket, and we 

used this method to let members select the 

begonia they wanted until all were gone.  

Afterwards we were all invited to visit Janet’s 

greenhouse and her large assortment of begon-

ia’s.  

A fun time was held by all. Thank you, Janet 

and Wes for hosting this event.  

 

Gloria Hunter, Secretary                                               

 

President’s Message: 

 

Place keeper.  

 

 

 

A few of the many terrariums donated by Rachael and Aaron. 



June Picnic 2023 

Jennifer Francois and Tom Keepin 

Tony Robert 

Kathleen Murphy 

Janet Carpenter, hostess 

Peter Lloyd 

Tom, Rachael Davidson, Aaron Stone 

Rosa Brennan Jennifer Mel Babb 

Tom 

Sue Botts 

Irene Bragg 



 June Weather and Planting Guide  

Temperatures will be near normal and precipi-

tation will also be near normal. 

Average temperatures should range from 77 de-
grees in the North to 83 degrees in the South. 

 

Coolest June Temperatures will be June 4th and 

5th, 12th and 13th, 20th and 21st and 26th and 

27th. 

Warmest June Temperatures will be June 1st thru 

3rd, 7th thru 10th, 15th thru 18th 24th and 25th 

and 30th. 

 

Widely scatters showers and thunderstorms 

expected at 4 to 5 day intervals. 

A small hurricane threat the last week of the 

month is possible 

Severe thunderstorm potential is highest June 

3rd and 4th. 

(Per Harris Farmer's Almanac 2023) 

Plant-

ing and 
trans-

planting: Best signs and date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scorpio 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

Capricorn 6th, 7th 

Pisces 10th, 11th 

Taurus 15th, 16th 

Cancer 19th, 20th 

Scorpio 29th, 30th 

Sign Waxing moon date 

Aries none 

Leo 21st, 22nd 

Sagittarius 30th (after 10:00 am) 

Editor’s corner 

I am putting this together the day after I returned 

from the ABS/SWR Get-Together which was held in 

Tyler, Texas. There were about 65 attendees, not 

including speakers. Astro attendees includes myself, 

Cheryl Lenert, Kathleen Murphy, Janet Carpenter, Gail 

Warren, Gloria Hunter, and Malcolm McCorquodale. 

Janet Carpenter received the Mae Blanton Award for Service, seen above.  

Below: Janet with her award, and Cheryl Lenert, at the Convention Banquet.  

Also seated at the table: Mary Sakamoto, of the Orange County branch, and 

Kathy Barrows, of the Alamo branch. Matthew and Wendy Corby, of the Sac-

ramento branch are in the background. 



Editor’s Corner—Continued 

 The convention encountered no bad weather, and had a friendly hotel staff, and a wonderful Hospitality 

Room sponsored by our friends in the Alamo Branch.  

 

Pictured below are judges Tereza of the San Fran-

cisco branch, Christina VanWyk of Delaware Val-

ley branch, and Astro member Kathleen Murphy. 

Janet’s B. quadrilata (left-most bowl) garnered a 

second place ribbon and a Class Commendation.  

Pictured above are Malcolm’s entries, which were assigned to Division 2, Cane-like, All 

Others. Left: B. ‘Maurice Amey’, which won a second-place ribbon in the “2.1 Mallet-

Types” subcategory. Right is his B. ‘Zeste D’Orange’ which also garnered a red ribbon in 

the subcategory “2.2 Low (generally under 2’ at maturity)”. 

 

Astros contingent, pictured L-R: Gail Warren, Gloria Hunter, Malcolm McCorquodale, 

Janet Carpenter, Cheryl Lenert, Rosa Brennan, Aaron Stone, and Rachael Davidson 



Editor’s Corner—Continued 

 A few more photos of Astro’s begonias. Hopefully the next convention will be at a convenient and acces-

sible location so that many of us can attend again, or for the first time. 

—Rosa Brennan 

 

Above left: Janet’s B. quadrilata; above right: 

Janet’s B. ‘Torch’ which was assigned to Divi-

sion 14.1 Hanging Containers and Wall Pockets, 

14.1 Cane-like; immediately left is Janet’s B. 

‘Wanda’, assigned to Division 15.2.2 Unusual 

surfact and/or unusual coloring. This entry 

earned an Honorable Mention. 

Immediately right: My B. ‘Isley’, whom I affec-

tionately named “Bill”, was assigned to Division 

6. Rhizomatous, Medium-leaved (generally 3”-

6” at maturity) 6.2.1 Entire/subentire. He won a 

Second Place prize. –Ed. 


