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ANNUAL SPRING PICNIC

The Annual Spring Picnic and monthly meeting
of the Astro Branch of the American Begonia
Society will be held at the home of Janet
Carpenter, 12507 Oak Plaza Drive, Cypress, Tex-
as 77429. Her phone number is (281) 253-1061.
Per Janet, please park on the grassy verge
(shallow ditch) that leads to the front yard, off
the road entirely, if possible.

The festivities will begin at 1:00p.m. Members
should bring a dish to share. If you would like
to participate in the Door Prize Drawing, bring a
plant or plant-related item (wrapped to maximize
the Oohs and Ahhs)).

If you haven't already signed up for your
contribution to the pot luck meal, please call or
text Mel Babb at (281) 650-6669.

If the weather is pleasant, bring a lawn chair.
Otherwise, there is plenty of seating inside.

Chairs: Hospitality
Mel Babb

Membership
Jennifer Francois

Seed Fund
Janet Carpenter

Treasurer:
Ann Stiefel

Secretary:
Gloria Hunter

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Best wishes to the following members (and
also a cordial hello to those we havent seen

in a while) on the occasion of their birthday:

0 Sue Botts

0 Rosa Brennan A

¢ Marla Cork "

¢ Midge Gorman "

0 Darlene Morris ‘T o

Tat - N
See page 4 fOI’ a map to
12507 Oak Plaza Drive.
Webmaster Newsletter

Malcolm McCorquodale  Rosa Brennan, Editor
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President’s Message:

Greetings all,

Thanks to all who came to our April meeting, it
was great to see you guys. Thank you, Janet, for
our program, The Carpenter Method of planting con-
tained atmospheres. As | have said before, there are
many ways to do the things we do. For me, this
was a method that | can easily adapt to.

We are looking forward to seeing many more of
you at our Picnic Sunday, hoping the weather stays
as nice as it has been recently. There will be plants
or plant related items to draw for, for those who
wish to participate. Be sure to wrap them or place
them inside a bag of some kind so they will be a
surprise. Bring something that you would enjoy re-
ceiving if you like, this is always a fun event. There
will be some light business to conduct but overall,
Sunday will be a relaxing day for our Astro Begonia
Society.

See you there, Midge

April 2, 2023 Astro meeting notes

Members present: Midge Gorman, Tom Keepin,
Janet Carpenter, Gail Warren, Kathleen Murphy, Jen-
nifer Francois, Gloria Hunter, Malcolm McCorquodale,
Mel Babb, Ann Stiefel, Tony & Donna Roberts, Ro-
sa Brennan.

Our president Midge Gorman opened meeting at
2:00 p.m. She asked all members to silence phones
during meeting. Midge also complimented on all the
delicious food and thanked Gloria and Gail

Midge again acknowledged that Mike was gener-
ous in giving plants and selling to us at a reduced
price. Cheryl is out ill, send card.

Old Business

Discussion on producing “Budget” for the year.
Ann will work on it, asked for volunteers to help.

Midge distributed copies of By-Laws.

Cheryl talked about upcoming convention, led
discussion on activities and that it is open to all,
even newbies can submit begonia.

New Business

Ann Stiefel reported bank balance of $4,870.72.
(Income from - raffle $51.00, cuttings - $20.00, ex-
penses -Raffle plants -$32.48)).

Midge asked who was going to convention.

April 2, 2023 Astro meeting notes—continued

Discussion about picnic on May 7th, Janet said
that it could be at her house. Directions will be in
next newsletter. Mel passed around sign-up sheet for
covered dishes to bring. Address is 12507 Oak Plaza
Dr. Cypress. If weather permits and we have it out-
side, bring chairs. Also bring a plant related item or
plants to exchange. Bring your own alcohol if you
would like.

We also discussed membership form and the use
of Facebook for information & communication.

Discussion on form to be given to garden cen-
ters, nurseries to display about our meetings. Cou-
ple of more changes needed before final revision is
presented for vote.

Announcements

Meeting adjourned at 2:30, followed by program
with Janet Carpenter on “Grooming Begonia’s” espe-
cially when preparing for Begonia conventions. Janet
did “demo” on grooming begonias

Gloria Hunter — Secretary

A picture of your
lovely begonia or
begonia article could
go here! Send contri-
butions to the editor
at rosagbrennan
at gmail.
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May Weather and Planting Guide

(Taken from the Harris Farmer's Almanac 2023,
and the Thomas Old Farmer’s Almanac 2023)

Temperatures will be slightly above normal and
precipitation near normal. Temperatures should
average from 69 degrees in the North to 76 de-
grees in the South.

Best signs and date to sow seeds and transplant

Scorpio 5th, 6th
Capricorn 9th, 10th

Pisces 14th, 15th
Taurus 18th, 19th
Cancer 22nd, 23rd, 24th

Best signs and dates to prune and take cuttings*

Sagittarius 7th, 8th
Aries 15th, 16th
Leo 24th, 25th, 26th

*Waxing moon dates—which are believed to be the best
days to prune to encourage growth—are underlined.

N( i/

2023 National Begonia Convention — Tyler, Texas
Wednesday, May 24th—Saturday, May 27th

Call the Holiday Inn Tyler—Conference Center front
desk to make reservations: (903) 561-5800.

Editor's Corner:
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| recently joined the French Begonia Society (AFABEGO) even
though | don’t speak a lick of Frangais. It was pricey, but |
was rewarded with a beautiful welcome package (pictured
above) that included a print magazine, postcards, a book-
mark, and even some seeds. Trés classy! - Rosa
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Hot wells
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