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THE DOCTOR IS IN!

The September 12, 2021 meeting of the
Astro Branch of the American Begonia Society
will be held at Plants For All Seasons located at
21328 State Highway 249 (on the feeder road).
Their telephone number is 281-376-1646. We
have the meeting room from 12:00 to 4:00 P.M.
All are welcome to come early to help set up for
the meeting or to shop for more beautiful plants for
your home or garden.
Our program this meeting is “The Doctor Is
In” and will be overseen by Tom Keepin and
Cheryl Lenert. Each member that wishes to
participate may bring 1 (one) plant that they would
like to have looked at to see why it is not growing
as vigorous as it had been. As for the size of the
plant and the pot....... If you can carry it and it fits
in your car or truck feel free to bring it. If insects
are part of the problem please make sure it is
sealed tightly in a clear plastic bag so we don’t
infect the nursery plants.

If you have a begonia or two in need of
being groomed please feel free to bring in some
cuttings that are labeled and bagged if possible for
the members to take home and add to their
collection.

Our refreshment hostesses for this meeting
will be Sue Botts and Mel Babb. Members are
requested to bring their preferred liquid
refreshment to quench their thirst if they wish for
something other than bottled water.

We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting.

Until Then Happy Growing!




PRUNING, PLANTING AND

TRANSPLANTING
September
1st, 2nd & 3 Cancer
111 & 12t Scorpio
15" & 161 Capricorn
19 & 20t Pisces
24t & 25t Taurus
29t & 30t Cancer
October
gth & oth Scorpio
12t & 13t Capricorn
161, 170 & 18" Pisces
21, 22md & 231 Taurus
26, 271 & 280 Cancer

***+*Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces with Cancer being the
best.

****Best Pruning for quick growth is first in
Taurus and then in Capricorn.

(This Pruning Planting and Transplanting guide
was taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac
2021
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WEATHER FORECAST FOR
SEPTEMBER, 2021

According to the United States Weather
service Huston and surrounding areas fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be for
September.

Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be near normal.
Our average temperatures should range from 74
degrees in the North to 80 degrees in the South.

Our coolest September temperatures will be
September 3™, 47 8t 9th 17 thry 20™ and 26
thru 29,

Our warmest September temperatures will be
1%, 20, 7% 11" thru 15", and 23 thru 25"

There will be widely scattered showers and
thunderstorms at 3to 4 day intervals. The storms
will be most numerous and heaviest along the

Gulf. The hurricane threat will be highest at mid-
month.

(The weather forecast for the Month of September
was taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac
2021)



photo by Julie Vanderwilt

Begonia ‘Rufida’

Begonia 'Rufida’ is a hybrid shrub-like begonia
hybridized by Constance Bower in 1937. ltis the
result of the cross of B. ‘Viaudii’ X B. ‘Prunifolia.’
B. ‘Prunifolia’ is a seedling B. ‘Viaudii.” B.
‘Viaudii’ in turn is a seedling of B. ‘Duchartrei’ X
B. ‘Pictaviensis.” These are all shrub-like
begonias rarely seen today in cultivation.

Ed and Millie Thompson in their book
BEGONIAS: The Complete Reference Guide
describe it as “shrub-like, hairy-leaved, wide-
leaved” with pink flowers with scarlet hairs on
the outside. The photographer, Julie
Vanderwilt, reports that the flowers in her
picture are three inches from petal tip to petal
tip!

The flower color in the photo differs from the
Thompson description. It is at most, pinkish
white with scarlet hairs. The flowers of each
parent are white with white hairs.

The Thompsons describe the leaf size as over
three inches and note that plants in this group
generally are tall growers. They further list B.
‘Rufida’ as for the ‘Advanced Grower.’

There are two other descriptions of this plant
that are more complete than the Thompsons’.
The following is from Bessie Buxton’s Begonias
and How to Grow Them (1946). “It has a frosted
appearance because of the silky white hairs (on
the leaves). The stems and underside of the
leaves are red, the upper side bright olive-green
with good lustre. The leaves are quite one-

by Morris Mueller

sided, broad, with a long point and conspicuous
depressed veins. They are soft and thin, and
burn easily, so should have only a little morning
sun.”

She further reports that the flowers are
“apparently bright red” but “they really are
white, thickly set with red hairs.”

Helen Krauss writes the following in her book
Begonias for American Homes and Gardens
(1947): “ . .. leaves to five inches long, ovate-
pointed and harder textured than most begonias
in this class . . . , flower stalks up to twenty
inches long; flowers large, pale pink . . . ©

The difference in descriptions by these two
authors of the leaf texture and flower color is
probably due to the light conditions under which
the plants were grown.

Interestingly, there are no recorded hybrids
made using this beautifully-flowered plant.

The care and culture of B. ‘Rufida’ is typical for
shrub begonias in general. Good morning sun
and shade in the heat of the day are optimal.
Hairy-leaved begonias need less sun than
smooth-leaved ones. Because this plant can
reach a height of five feet, pinching is needed to
make it fuller. Pale foliage indicates too much
light while foliage that is too dark or oversized
shows insufficient light.

Shrub begonias are good for our conditions as
they are generally not too particular about
humidity. Also, standard begonia mix with
typical watering and fertilizing will resultin a
beautiful plant.

Sacramento Branch, American Begonia Society, April 2003
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