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PLANT SWAP

The August 1, 2021 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at Plants For All Seasons located at 21328
State Highway 249 (on the feeder road). Their
telephone number is 281-376-1646. We have the
meeting room from 12:00 to 4:00 P.M. All are
welcome to come early to help set up for the
meeting or to shop for more beautiful plants for
your home or garden.

Our Program for this meeting is our annual
“Plant Swap” and will be overseen by Tom
Keepin.  This is one of our most popular
programs. Each member that wishes to
participate may bring up to two plants and the
container size should not exceed 12 inches. Each
member will be given a raffle-type ticket for the
plant you bring in.  After the business meeting, we
will have each member introduce the plant(s) they
brought for the Plant Swap...We would like you to
tell us what you know about the plant along with
its name and how you grow it. The drawing will

last, until all plans have found a new home. For
this program, we would like only potted plants.

If you have a begonia or two that need some
grooming please feel free to prune them and to
bring the cuttings in a plastic bag (labeled) and they
can be put on the “free to a good home” table.

Our refreshment host and hostesses for this
meeting will be Tony & Donna Robert and Cheryl
Lenert. Members are requested to bring their
preferred liquid refreshment to quench their thirst
if they wish for something other than water.

We will have our drawing plants as usual.
We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting.

Until Then Happy Growing!




PRUNING, PLANTING AND

TRANSPLANTING
August
1%t & 2nd Taurus
5t gth & 71 Cancer
14%h & 15t Scorpio
20" & 21° Capricorn
231 & 24 Pisces
27t 28h & 29t Taurus
September
1%, 2ns & 3™ Cancer
111 & 120 Scorpio
15" & 161 Capricorn
19 & 200 Pisces
24t & 25t Taurus
29t & 30 Cancer

*#**Planting and Transplanting Are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces with Cancer being
the best.

****Best Pruning For quick growth is first in
Taurus and then in Capricorn.

(This Pruning, Planting and Transplanting guide
was taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac
2021)

B, chloroneura

B. dinhdui

WEATHER FORECAST FOR
AUGUST 2021

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston, and surrounding areas fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be in August.

Our temperatures and precipitation will be
near normal. Our temperature should average
from 78 degrees in the North to 83 degrees in the
South.

Our coolest August temperatures will be August
15, 20 7% 16, 17%, 227, 29™ and 30™ Our
warmest August temperatures will be August 4,
5t 9™, 14™, 19%, 20" and 24" thru 28",

There will be areas of showers and
thunderstorms at about 3 to 5 day intervals.
Storms will be most numerous and heaviest near
the Gulf. A higher than normal hurricane
potential will be August 17" through August 31

(The weather forecast for the month of August was
taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac 2021)
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Begonia ‘Bashful Bandit’

Begonia 'Bashful Bandit' was created in
1996 by crossing two easily grown
parents, B. manicataX B. ‘Joe Hayden'.
The idea was to create a dark, easy
rhizomatous that was also rather
compact but still of good size. After all,
| enjoy big begonias that are easy to
grow.

Initially part of a series, | dwindled them
down to three sister seedlings which
also include B. 'Bodacious Bandit’
(named by fellow Floridian, Virginia
Jens) and B. 'Kissing Bandit' (named
after the cartoon character). B. 'Bashful
Bandit' just came to me one day prior to
the other names.

Classified as rhizomatous, medium
cleft-leaved, B. 'Bashful Bandit' is a
spreading grower to 18" across at
maturity and leaves reaching up to 8",
although usually leaves stay around 6"
wide. They are a glossy, dark ochre
with purple sheen, red blush
underneath. B. 'Bashful Bandit' blooms

by Greg Sytch
New Port Riehey, Florida

regularly in late winter and spring with
tall spikes that begin as green buds and
gradually open to pink flowers, rather
profuse. Cold tolerance is excellent,
and it adapts to most environments
well. It does not like to be overwatered.
Propagation is swift from leaf cuttings,
and overall growth is easy.

B. 'Bashful Bandit' makes an excellent
compact houseplant, light plant or
moderate landscape plant in mild
climates as it does not require a lot of
room but can spread if given space. No
particular care is required, which
makes it an excellent subject for
beginners. | have heard from many
growers that it thrives almost
everywhere it is grown. It does not
seem to attract pests or any diseases
worth noting.

Sometimes, when hybridizing, a
seedling appears that is unassuming
but holds some special character, so
you continue to grow it "just to see what
happens.” B.'Bashful Bandit'is just
that seedling, because it has proven
popular and vigorous over time.

Sacramento Branch, American Begonia Society, March 2003
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Begonia ‘Midnight Sun’

B. ‘Midnight Sun’ is one of those great hybrids
that comes along about once a decade. ltis a
shrub-like plant with distinctive foliage hybridized
by Byron Martin of Logee’s Greenhouses in
Danielson, Connecticut.

Its parents are B. "Jill Adair' X B. soli-mutati.
That second plant goes by a host of other
names. Before it was identified, it was called B.
‘Burle Marx’ (after Roberto Burle Marx, a well-
known Brazilian plant collector). It was assigned
B U003 as part of the ABS unidentified species
classification system. It was also incorrectly
called B. glaziovii for a while.

Byron reports that after the seeds were sown,
about one hundred of the most vigorous
seedlings were selected to grow on. Three or
four of those showed pink edges. As the
seedlings grew to maturity, those that exhibited
the pink edge started showing white and pink
throughout the leaf. As the leaves aged, they
darkened to a deeper olive green. The reverse
was a bright, medium red. The most vigorous
plant was selected for release. It won the Best
New Hybrid Introduction in 1980, a well-deserved
honor.

Variegation in begonias is quite unusual. Some
variegated begonias are B. manicata var. ‘Aureo-
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maculata,’ B. ‘Glynnis Crouch’ (a sport of B.
‘Essie Hunt'), a variegated form of B.
prismatocarpa, an unnamed sport of ‘Dainty
Maid,” and many of the semperflorens hybrids
like B. 'Charm.” B. ‘Midnight Sun’ is even more
unusual in that it is pink and white. while most
other begonia variegation contains cream, white
and yellowish foliage.

The flowers are fluted and variable in size. They
are white and flushed with a bright pink to red
coloration.

Propagation is done with stem cuttings and can
be quite difficult. In fact, | find this plant difficult
to grow while in a four-inch pot. As it gets
bigger, it gets easier. | have also found that it
does like to grow on the drier side.

Logee’s Greenhouses still carries it in their
catalogue although supplies can be limited
because of the previously mentioned difficulty
with propagation.

Fortunately pests or diseases usually do not
bother this beautiful plant. It is not a common
plant, but certainly one that will attract attention
in anyone’s collection. The plant pictured above
was grown by Bob Golden and Iris Bird and won
Best in Show at this past August’'s ABS National
Convention, Back to the Future: Species,
Seeds and Beyond, held in San Diego.

Joan Coulat - Sacramento Branch, American Begonia Society, September 2004



