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REPOTTING & PRUNING

The April 11, 2021 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be

held at Plant For All Seasons Nursery located at
21328 State Highway 249 (on the feeder road).
Their telephone number is 281-376-1646. We
have the meeting room from 12:00 to 4:00 P.M.
The meeting will start promptly at 2:00 P.M. All
are welcome to come early to help set up for the
meeting or to shop for some more beautiful plants
for your home or garden.

Our Program for this meeting is “Repotting
and Pruning”. Spring has sprung and our
begonias are starting to really put on new growth
and in some cases blooms. This is a good time to
repot if you didn’t have time in the fall because
they will rebound quickly. Cheryl Lenert will
lead us in this program. As always members can
share their methods along the way. Cheryl will
demonstrate potting methods and shaping pruning
for beautifully shaped plants growing during the
remainder of Spring into Summer and Fall. Ifyou
have a plant you might wish to have critiqued
please feel free to bring it along.

As for refreshments for this meeting, we don’t
have any scheduled Hosts or Hostesses. So we are
asking each member to bring their own snacks and
drinks. If someone would like to bake something
to share no one will complain. Perhaps we can get
back to having Hosts and Hostesses for our
meeting. All we need to do is bring it up during
the business meeting and take a vote. If passed we
will need someone to oversee and remind members
of their months to provide refreshments.

Don’t forget your mask and name tag.

Until Then Happy Growing!




PRUNING, PLANTING AND

TRANSPLANTING
April
1 Scorpio
4th & sth Capricorn
gth oth & 10 Pisces
13%, 14" & 15" Taurus
18%h 19t & 20" Cancer
17% & 281 Scorpio
May
15t & 2nd Capricorn
5t gth & 71 Pisces

10% 11" & 12 Taurus
15t 160 & 17% Cancer
24t & 25t Scorpio
28h 29t & 30t Capricorn

*#*+*Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces with Cancer being the
best.

****Best Pruning for quick growth is first in
Taurus and then in Capricorn.

(This Pruning, Planting and Transplanting guide
was taken from the Harris farmer’s Almanac
2021)

Begonia tenuifloia from
Begonia Portraits
by Alice M. Clark

Begonia ‘Decker’s Select’
from Begoniua Portaits
by Allice M. Clark

WEATHER FORECAST FOR
APRIL 2021

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston, and the surrounding areas fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be in April.

Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be slightly above normal. Our
average temperature should average 59 degrees in
the North and 67 degrees in the South. Our
coolest April temperatures will be April Sth thr® 81,
14" thru 18™ and 27™ thru 30™. Our warmest
April temperatures will be April 3™ & 4™, 10" thru
13" and 20" thru 25", There is a good chance for
scattered showers and thunderstorms, with a few
severe about April 4" thru 6%, 13" thru 16™ and
26™ thru 28™ A few tornadoes may appear.
There may be some locally heavy rain, and there
can be isolated thunderstorms at any time.

(This weather forecast was taken from the Harris
Farmer’s Almanac 2021



B. oxysperma
By Marcus Clamp

B. oxysperma is classed as a trailing-scandent,
yet it is also an epiphyte, meaning that it requires a
host plant to attach itself to survive when growing
in the wild. The other reason it is referred to as an
epiphyte is that when the flowers are spent, the
seeds, which have little air sacks, drift in the breeze
and attach themselves to a host.

B. oxysperma was described by A. de
Candolle in 1859 and discovered in the Philippines.
This particular species was first cultivated by
Martin Johnson. He had sourced the plant in a
location approximately 50 miles southwest of
Manilla on Mt Banahao, and it is believed that
Johnson was the first to introduce the species into
the USA

The name “oxysperma” means “with sharply
pointed seeds.

The leaf surface is glossy green with red hairs
and red tinges along the veins. The leaf underside
is pale green with red hairs or it can be relatively
hairless. The stipules are deciduous (these are the
sheathing at the base of the stem where it joins the
rhizome).

It 1s noted that this begonia has quite a thick
rhizome that can climb to 60 cm. The rhizome
does not often branch. The flowers on B.
oxysperma are quite spectacular and orange in
colour.

For B. oxysperma to grow successfully it
requires quite humid conditions. It must be grown
in an open mix and does quite well in a hanging
basket. Alternatively, it can be grown by

mounting it on a piece of bark, cork, or a piece of
tree fern trunk. Overwatering will cause the roots
to rot.

I would recommend this species as a worthy
addition to a garden or to be part of a begonia
growers collection. Reference: Mark Tebbitt’s
book Begonias: Cultivation, Identification and
Natural History.

(This article was taken from Begonia Australis
2011 Volume 21 No. 3)

Randy Kerr Comments on
Pollinating Begonia Flowers

Most failed attempts at seed making with
Begonia species result from insufficient
compatible pollen reaching the female flower's
sticky pollen collecting organ, the stigma.

Under magnification  (illuminated mini
microscope/jeweler's  loupe,) a  dehisced
("unzipped") anther (the "pollen making and
storing organ)" is marked by a white area that
follows the "unzipped seam" along the outer border
of an individual anther. A nice "thump" with a
finger (think paper football) is a traditional means
to pop open anthers on uncooperative pollen heads.
I use a tuning fork, vibrating strongly, to pry open
anthers, and extract precious pollen. (As many
times as I have forcefully whacked my knee to start
those vibrations, it's a wonder I don't limp)



We all know about identity theft and
mistaken identity. The latter is often the
case in botanical taxonomy when a plant
is mis-identified. That was the case with
B. leathermanisge for almost one hundred
years. It was discovered before 1898 in
Bolivia close to the Brazilian border in
mountainous terrain. When it was
described in 1898 by Otto Kuntze, he
named it Begonia platanifolia var
acuminatissima and so remained until
1983. At that time Thelma O'Reilly and
Carrie Karegeannes, two ABS members
and devoted amateur taxonomists,
identified it as a new species and named it
in honor of another ABS member, Sylvia
Leatherman. Sylvia Leatherman brought
this plant into modern cultivation in 1957
and recently passed away in the
Marysville, California area. So if you seek
information in literature about this plant in
publications dated before 1983 search
under the prior name.

The Thompsons in their book,
BEGONIAS: The Complete Reference
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by Morris Mueller

Guide classify this plant as cane-like,
superba-type. It is in the Section
Knesebeckia. It has typical woody cane-like
stems, rarely branched and rising from a
caudex-like base.

It flowers sparsely in winter and early spring
and the white flowers are mostly male.
Leaves develop white, beaded, crystal-like
glands on the undersides of leaves, and
have a whorl of red hairs around the petiole
where it attached to the leaf (umbo). The
natural tendency of the plant is to lose lower
leaves along the stem leaving only a ‘tuft’ of
leaves at the tip.

B. leathermaniae can grow 9 or 10 feet tall
with new stems occasionally growing from
the caudex.

It has no special cultural requirements, but
should not be over-potted or over-watered.

| suspect it is somewhat cold tolerant with
tips dying off if temperatures go below 32° F
and new growth sprouting from the caudex
in spring. There are two listed hybrids using
B. leathermaniae as the male parent: B.
‘Phantom’ grex and B. ‘Spook.’

Joan Coulat - Sacramento Branch, American Begonia Society, March 2009
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Aaron Stone with
B. Judy Cook
Raffle Plant

Rosa Brennon
with B. ‘Matchmaker’
Raffle Plant

, Kathleen Murphy
Tom Keepin with an orchid

Door Prize



