BEGONIA
CHATTER
Astro Branch
American Begonia Society
4513 Randwick Drive
Houston, Texas 77092-8343
(713) 686-8539
JANUARY 2020 ISSUE

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION/MEETING
The January 5, 2020 Meeting/Christmas
Celebration of the Astro Branch of the American
Begonia Society will be held at West Gray MultiService Center located at 1475 West Gray Street.
There will be a very short meeting before the
Christmas Celebration begins to finalize our
election of new officers for 2020-2022. All
positions are filled except for Vice-President.
This position needs to be filled so all the new
officers can be installed. The January meeting is
traditionally when the installation takes place. In
the minutes of the December Begonia Chatter, the
duties of the Vice-President were explained, as
well as at the November meeting. If you have
questions please call Tom, so he can explain the
duties to you.
The feast for our Christmas Celebration will
consist of Pot Luck dishes, salad(s), desserts and
drinks. If you haven’t already done so, please
give Kathleen Murphy a call at 281-890-3323 or
email her at kathleemurphy4959@sbcglobal.net to
let her know that you are planning to attend and
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what you would like to contribute to the feast. By
the way, Kathleen also needs to know if you will
be bringing a guest(s).
We will also be having our traditional Gift
and Door Prize exchange. All exchange items are
to be a plant or plant-related and must be wrapped.
Cuttings or candy are not allowed. There was no
maximum or minimum dollar amount specified.
The rule of thumb is: If you would like to receive
it as a gift then the recipient would also.
We are looking forward to seeing you. We
will miss you if you can’t make it.

PRUNING, PLANTING AND
TRANSPLANTING
January 2020
1st
5th & 6th
10th & 11th
18th & 19th
22nd, 23rd & 24th
27th, 28th & 29th
February
1st, 2nd & 3rd
6th & 7th
14th & 15th
19th & 20th
24th & 25th
29th

Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus

·

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.
· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.
(The pruning, planting and transplanting dates
above are taken from the Harris Farmer’s
Almanac for 2020)

B. ‘Holiday - New Year ‘
(Terra Nova Nurseries).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Happy Birthday wishes to all our members
born in January. We hope your special day is truly
a special one.
Cheryl Lenert
Ruby Lewellyn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Debbie Perillo

January 24th
January 2nd
January 17th
January 23rd

“Take a few moments to remember all the good
things you’ve seen and done, ways you’ve grown
and things you’ve learned.
Celebrate your
memories and your dreams…everything that have
made you the wonderful person you are.”

Happy Birthday

WEATHER FORECAST FOR
JANUARY 2020
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston, and the surrounding areas fall in
region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for
January.
Our temperatures will be slightly below
normal and our precipitation will be slightly above
normal. Our average temperatures should range
from 33 degrees in the North to 47 degrees in the
South. Our coolest January temperatures will be
January 1st thru 3rd, 6th thru 9th, 15th thru 17th, 22nd
thru 24th and 30th & 31st. Our warmest January
temperatures will be January 5th, 11th thru 13th, 19th
thru 21st and 26th thru 28th. There is a very good
chance for snow and rain in the North and mainly
rain and a few thunderstorms in the South around
January 1st, 5th thru 7th, 14th & 15th, 21st thru 23rd
and 29th thru 31st. There is a higher than normal
potential for severe weather over the South. It will
be windy at times.
(The weather forecast above for January was taken
from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac for 2020)

Begonia ‘Joe Hayden’
B. ‘Reichenheimii’ x B. mazae Ziesenh.
Rhizomatous stem; unequally heart-shaped, 5”x
6”, black satiny sheen; 5lobed margin; thin
texture; 9 veins, Petioles, 7”; stipules, triangular,
keeled. Flowers are pink, ¾”. Obovate, raceme on
16” peduncle blooms winter and spring.

Originated by Rudolf Ziesenhenne in 1947
Registered August 19, 1953
Registration Number: 57

Note: B. Joe Hayden grows well here in Houston.
B. ‘Joe Hayden can be grown in a container and
also makes a wonderful specimen growing in the
shade garden with some morning sun and dappled
light throughout the day.

MY GARDEN IS VACATIONING
IN THE TROPICS

I have been gardening since my childhood
with my mother in Norfolk, Virginia and various
other states as my father was in the Navy. I have
been living and gardening in Houston since 1976.
Our home is located in Northwest Houston where
Loop 610 and Highway 290 intersect. Our lot is
larger than most in our subdivision. There is a
drainage ditch behind our lot that provides lots of
wildlife. We can see the freeways from our
kitchen window. The palette for gardening is
wonderful. A wide variety of begonias can be
grown in the shade and partial shade. In recent
years many varieties of semperflorens have been
hybridized to tolerate the full southwestern sun.
Bougainvillea, hibiscus, philodendrons, and palms
to name a few can be grown in the garden with
some protection during our infrequent freezes.
Here in Houston winter begins around Christmas
and ends in mid- February. My garden has base
plantings but is in its full glory during our late
winter through late November when all my tropical
are in the garden. All the tropicals that are not
planted in the garden are moved into the
greenhouses by Thanksgiving. It may not get cold
before late December but we could get a freak cold
front that drops down to 31 or 32 degrees which is
enough to defoliate ficus and crotons not to
mention making dieffenbachias, ti plants and
aroids very unhappy. So the potted tropicals are
taken and carefully placed in the greenhouses so
each can be given the attention they need and not
be overlooked. The greenhouses are misted daily,
twice daily if the temperatures are in the 80’s.
They are all fertilized half strength and kept warm
if the temperatures warrant it.
The plants
wintering in the greenhouses are truly on a vacation
in the tropics even if it is cold outside.
Pictures of my plants vacationing in the tropics are
in the Photo Gallery.

Photo Gallery
Pictures from:
“My Garden Is Vacationing
In The Topics”

