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MAY MEETING
CANCELED

The May 5, 2019 meeting of the Astro Branch
of The American Begonia Society has been
canceled. A vote was taken at the April 7, 2019
meeting to cancel the May 5, 2019 meeting due to
a large majority of the membership will be
attending the American Begonia
Society/Southwest Region Convention being held
in Austin, Texas May 1-5, 2019. The vote was
unanimous.

Our next meeting will be June 5, 2019. This
meeting will be our Annual Spring Picnic and will
be held at the home of Malcolm McCorquodale.
Driving instructions will be in the June Issue of The
Begonia Chatter.

We will return to the West Gray Multi-
Service Center for our July 7, 2019 meeting.

We are looking forward to a fun convention in
Austin...seeing friends we only see at conventions
and also adding to our begonia collections. If you
are unable to attend we will miss you, but we look
forward to seeing you in June and telling you all
about it and sharing pictures.

Until Then Happy Begonia Growing!




MINUTES OF THE
APRIL 7, 2019 MEETING

The April 7, 2019 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was held
at the West Gray Multi-Service Center, located at
1475 West Gray Street in Activity Room 2.
President Janet Carpenter presided over this
meeting calling the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M.
Janet thanked everyone for braving the bad weather
to attend the meeting. Janet also thanked our
Refreshment Hostesses Mel Babb and Kay Hoss
for the wonderful array of tasty treats and drinks
for this meeting. The minutes of the March 3,
2019 meeting were published in the Begonia
Chatter and were approved as written. Treasurer
Tom Keepin reported that our bank balance is still
very healthy after expenses of $25.98 for drawing
plants and $60.00 for Sponsorship of the
Sweepstakes Trophy for the 2019 Southwest
Region/American Begonia Society Get-Together.
$81.00 was deposited from Raffle ticket sales.
Sunshine Lady Donna Williams circulated a
Thinking of You card for member Pat Hiscock.
Tom Keepin presented the Begonia of the Month.
Tom introduced us to some of the Jurassic Rex
Begonia collection available at local nurseries.
The plants he brought were: B. ‘Silver Swirl’, B.
‘Pink Shades’, B. ‘Red Splash’, B. ‘Silver Point’
and B. ‘Dibs Strawberry/Chocolate’. Tom
reminded us that any plant you purchase for your
collection come from wholesale nurseries and have
been on a constant feed schedule (fed with every
watering). It is important for us to keep up the
feeding decreasing the fertilizer strength each time
until we are down to % or % strength. This will
keep you treasured purchase from declining as you
wean it/them off a constant fertilizer diet. Tom
also mists the plants in his greenhouse twice a day
morning and late afternoon using rain water. Tom
also told us how the Astro Branch got its name. If
you are interested Tom will be happy to tell you at
any meeting.

Tom Keepin brought up that a decision needed to
be made on whether or not to have a meeting in
May. Tom pointed out that most of the officers
along with quite a few of our members will be in
Austin for the Get-Together. Mel Babb made

the motion to cancel the May Meeting it was
seconded by several members. A vote was taken
and passed unanimously.

Malcolm McCorquodale will host our Annual
Spring Picnic June 2, 2019 at his home. It was
decided that Pot Luck would be the order of the
day. Please give Kathleen Murphy a call to let her
know if you will be attending and what you will be
bringing. If attending members were asked to
bring their favorite lawn chair. Directions will be
published in the June issue of the Begonia Chatter.
Next we had our Program Pots and Potting Soil
presented by Gail Warren and Gloria Hunter.
This was a fun and interesting not to mention
informative program. Thank-you Ladies!

Next we had our drawings with the following
results:

Raffle:

B. “Jean Pernet’ won by Delhia Mullins
B. ‘Lois Burke’” won by Johnny Williams
Name Tag:

B. U-578 won by Bill Claybaugh

A motion was made to adjourn and was seconded.

President Janet Carpenter adjourned the meeting at
4:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted

Hlonia Funter

Secretary




PRUNING, PLANTING AND

TRANSPLANTING
May
1% Pisces
4th & 5t Taurus
9t & 10! Cancer
17h & 181 Scorpio
22nd & 231 Capricorn
28thg 29t Pisces
June
15t & 2nd Taurus
5th & 6 Cancer
14 & 150 Scorpio
181 & 19t Capricorn
24t & 25t Pisces
28t & 29t Taurus

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer being the
best.

Best Pruning for quick growth is first Taurus and
then Capricorn.

(The pruning, planting and transplanting dates
above are taken from the Harris Farmer’s
Almanac for 2019.)

WEATHER FORECAST FOR
MAY 2019

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of May.

Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be slightly below
normal. Our temperatures should range from 69
degrees in the North to 76 degrees in the South.
Our coolest May temperatures will be May 1%, 5%
& 6", 13" thru 16™ and 28" thru 31%. Our
warmest May temperatures will be 4, 8% thru 121,
19" & 20" and 24™ thru 27%.  There will be
scattered showers and thunderstorms at 3-to 4 day
intervals. Our precipitation will be widespread,
about May 11%" thru 13® and 26™ thru 28". We
will begin to get very humid.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Happy Birthday wishes to all our members
born in this month of May. We hope your
special day is truly a special one.

Sue Botts May 5t
Janet Carpenter May 2™

Marla Cork May 17

Midge Gorman May 8™

Darlene Morris May 27

“Take a few moments today to remember all
the good things youve seen and done, ways
you 've grown, things you 've learned. Celebrate
your memories and your dreams.....everything
that has made you the wonderful person you are.”

Happy Birthday!



Begonia ‘Looking Glass’ is an extremely
distinctive cane-like hybrid created by
noted hybridizer and Branch member,
Patrick Worley. It has been around for
approximately 15 years and was awarded
the Best New Introduction at a national
convention and show.

It is classified as a Superba. Its leaves
can measure nearly a foot by 7" or 8".
The obverse of the leaves is solid silver
only broken by dark green bands
following the veins. The reverse is a rich
oxblood-red. The flowers are a medium
pink. It is a shy bloomer and is really
grown for its attractive and eye-catching
foliage. A well-grown specimen can
easily reach six feet in height.

There is no doubt that this plant is a
hybrid that was planned. It was bred
specifically to create a silver-leaved cane
that consistently produced those silver
leaves. All too often a plant with a silver
pattern to its leaves only shows it in
juvenile leaves or on leaves that grow
under certain temperature or light
conditions.

Classic selective breeding techniques
used two unnamed canes with complex

eqonia 'Lokiﬁg Glass’

:<_ o 3 b
photo by Marvin Vipond

by Joan Couvlat

backgrounds created by Worley. He used
other plants with the potential to produce
silver-leaved progeny to make these two
parents, including the attractive, but
somewhat difficult B. ‘Orpha C. Fox.’
Careful selection and back-crossing
resulted in a generation that contained
four with nearly solid silver leaves. Only
one of those was selected and named B.
‘Looking Glass.’

Culture is basically the same as for other
canes. The soil mix should be loose and
well-draining. Fertilizing should be done
according to package directions during
the growing season.

If grown in conditions that become cool
as the days grow short, the plant will tend
toward dormancy as reflected in some
degree of leaf drop. Stop fertilizing and
reduce watering. If it is being grown in
the house or a heated green house, this
dormancy will be barely noticed. This
plant also experiences attacks of
powdery mildew, particularly toward the
end of the summer and early fall.
Preventative spraying with a product like
Bayleton works wonders. Mealy bugs
tend to like this plant a little more than
others, so vigilance and an effective pest
management program are recommended
if mealy bugs are spotted.

Sacramento Branch, American Begonia Society, August 2000



ASTRO’S APRIL
2019 MEETING

Tom Keepin preparing to
present Begonia of the Month.

. Gloria Hunter (1) & Gail Warren
presenting their program.
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Dlhia Mullinwfth Raffle Plant Johnny WllllaEs with Raffle Plant
B. ‘Jean Pernet’ B. ‘Lois Burke’

- ’ v \ | gl & & 4, - : =5
Bill Claybaugh with Name Tag Plant Tom Kee‘pm at JJL Greenhouge,s with
B. U-578 B. ‘Rasberries for Ronnie

(a V. Kettler hybrid.)
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