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THIS SUMMER’S
BEGONIA SURVIVORS

The October 7, 2018 meeting of the Astro Branch
of the American Begonia Society will be held at the
West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475
West Gray Street, in Activity Room 1. Our
Refreshment Hostesses for this meeting will be
Irene Bragg, Jane Anderson and Brenda
Andrews.

The doors will open at 12:30 P.M. for us to
set up our meeting room. If you can help us with
set up it would be greatly appreciated. Between
1:00 P.M. and 2:00 P.M. members can enjoy
refreshments and socialize with members and
friends we only see at meetings. President Janet
Carpenter will preside over this meeting. Please
remember to wear your name tag. If you are
unable to locate your name tag please contact Tom
as soon as possible before the day of the meeting
so he can have a replacement for you at the
meeting.

Our program this month will be This

Summer’s Begonia Survivors. This will be a
member participation program lead by Tom
Keepin.  It’s  no  secret  that  we  have  just  gone
through a very rough summer. By the way Happy
Fall! Mother Nature threw everything she had at
us  it  seems….temperatures  in  the  highest  90’s
along with several days 100 degrees or higher with
no rain. Our nighttime temperatures were no
better. Getting down to 89 or 90 degrees was a
cool spell. To say our begonias and their
companion plants were unhappy is an
understatement.  When  we  did  get  rain,  it  didn’t
know when to stop or just settled the dust. We
would like to know how your begonias and their
companion plants faired July through September.
If you have some that are transportable please bring
them with you. We would like to see them. We
are not looking for show stoppers! If it’s still alive
but has a large percentage of its leaves damaged
from the heat for example…it’s a survivor. The
point is which begonias can take the heat best,
rhizomatous, cane-like, shrub-like, rexes, thick-
stemmed or trail/scandents? Perhaps a
combination of all of them can take the heat
depending upon where they are being grown and
the care they received. We have heard that there



were a lot more casualties this summer than usual.
If you grow some of your begonias planted in the
garden we would like to know how they fared as
well.
We will have our usual drawings and the
Refreshment Hostesses will have lots of tasty treats
to enjoy and plenty of cool drinks to wash them
down.

See you there!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

October
2nd & 3rd\ Cancer
10th, 11th & 12th Scorpio
15th, 16th & 17th Capricorn
20th 21st & 22nd Pisces
25th & 26th Taurus
29th & 30th Cancer
November
7th & 8th Scorpio
11th, 12th & 13th Capricorn
16th, 17th & 18th Pisces
21st & 22nd Taurus
26th & 27th Cancer

· Planting and Transplanting are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.

· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR OCTOBER 2018

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Service Map.
Here is what they predict our weather will be like
for the month of October.

Our temperatures will be above normal and our
precipitation will be near normal. Our
temperatures should average from 63 degrees in the
North to 70 degrees in the South. Our coolest
October temperatures will be October 4th thru 6th,
9th thru 12th, 18th thru 22nd and 27th thru 31st. Our
warmest October temperatures will be October 1st

& 2nd, 8th, 14th thru 16th and 24th & 25th. There will
be a low hurricane threat this month. There will
be a few showers and thunderstorms most likely
about October 3rd thru 5th, 8th thru 10th, 17th thru
20th and 26th thru 29th. The heaviest precipitation
will be in the North and it will also be breezy in the
North.



ELECTION OF
BRANCH OFFICERS

It is time for our election of our branch
officers. Before a vote is taken the floor will be
opened to any nominations or request to volunteer
for any of the official officer positions.

The Slate of Officer is as follows:

President – Janet Carpenter
Vice-President – Midge Gorman
Secretary – Gloria Hunter
Treasurer – Tom Keepin
National Director – Tom Keepin

If you are interested in holding an Office and
would like to know what the duties of the position
entails, please give Tom Keepin a call at 713-686-
8539 or email him at thomas.keepin@gmail.com
and he will be more than happy to answer all of
your questions.

________________________________________

MINUTES OF THE
SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 MEETING

The September 9, 2018 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society was held
at the West Gray Multi-Service Center, located at
1475 West Gray Street in Activity Room 2.
President Janet Carpenter called the meeting to
order at 2:00 P.M. She thanked our hostesses for
this meeting who were Pat Hiscock, Janet
Carpenter and Kathleen Murphy. The
refreshment hostesses for the October 7, 2018
meeting will be Irene Bragg, Jane Anderson and
Brenda Andrews. There were no guests at this
meeting.

Minutes from the August 5, 2018 meeting
were printed in the Begonia Chatter and were
approved as written. Treasurer, Tom Keepin
reported that our bank balance is still healthy.
Tom reported that the money for The Holiday
Greeting ($151.00) for the Begonian was sent to
Frances Dreshcer.

Tom told us that it was time to nominate a
slate of officers for the Astro Branch. Janet
Carpenter graciously agreed to continue as
President and Tom Keepin agreed to continue as
Treasurer and National Director. Our current
Vice-President and Secretary wished to retire so we
need to fill the positions of Vice-President and
Secretary. After some careful thought, Midge
Gorman agreed to the nomination for the position
of Vice-President and Gloria Hunter agreed to the
nomination for the position of Secretary.

Kathleen Murphy also asked that someone
volunteer to take over the Hospitality position.
Irene Bragg agreed to assume the position of
Hospitality Chair.

Sunshine Lady, Ruby Lewellyn asked if any
of our members needed cards. After suggestions
were made she passed around cards for Shirll
Manes (Thinking of You), Faye Stansberry (Get
Well), Eddie Litchfield (Thinking of You) and
Linda Kovac (Get Well).

Our program this month was ‘Sprucing Up
Your Over-Grown Contained Atmospheres’
and was given by Cheryl Lenert and Ann Stiefel.
They brought a  lot of “tools”  that  they use when
working with these contained atmosphere plants
and explained how they use them. These were
formerly called terrarium environments but since
terrariums can contain a variety of plants we now
need to call them contained atmospheres to be
more accurate. Ann demonstrated how she repots
these. She starts with a clean container, adds
about a tablespoon of horticultural charcoal and
then enough soil to cover the roots (1/3 perlite to
2/3 potting soil). She stressed that she always
starts with MOIST potting soil. Several members
brought their contained atmospheres and then
worked on refurbishing them with the assistance of
Cheryl and Ann and other members.

Irene Bragg showed us her contained
atmosphere of B. luzonensis (which she got at the
Plant Swap) because it had come into bloom, but
did not need repotting. Tom passed around his
babies from the wedges we put down at the July
meeting. They were coming along extremely
well. Brenda Andrews passed around a gardening
magazine that had an article and pictures of
begonias  and  plants  from  Logee’s  Greenhouse
located in Danielson, Connecticut.



We then had our Raffle, Name Tag and Door
Prize Drawings.
The following were the Lucky Winners:

Raffle:
B. U57 – Won by Donna Williams
B. ‘Lana’ – won by Pat Hiscock
Door Prize:
B. ‘Little Miss Mummy’ – won by Gloria Hunter
Plumeria pudica – won by Ruby Lewellyn
Name Tag:
B. ‘Orpha C. Fox’ – won by Jane Anderson
B. ‘Lois Burke’ - won by Johnny Williams

This meeting was adjourned at 3:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Williams
Secretary
_______________________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Happy Birthday wishes to our members born
during this month of October. We hope your
special day is a truly special one.

Dianna Bukey October 31st

Martha Burg October 29th

Bill Claybaugh October 10th

John A. Cole October 1st

Kathleen Murphy October 3rd

Sandra Rigsby October 30th

Johnny Williams October 10th

“Today  is  the  day  to  wrap  yourself  up  in  your
favorite memories and to think about all the
happiness you’ve yet to discover.”

Three of My Favorite Canes
By Johanna Kitson

Begonia Society of Palm Beaches, FL

Over the years I have grown mostly
rhizomatous begonias, however there are a few
canes that have caught my eye. Species begonias
are especially attractive for me with Begonia
maculata var. wrightii being my very favorite cane.
There is just something about the maroon backside
of the slightly wavy leaf contrasting with the darker
green top and those elegant white spots. Large
white blossoms compose a striking inflorescence.

While the Thompson book considers Begonia
albo-picta to be a low growing plant, in South
Florida it does not stop at two feet. It certainly
does not grow to be ten or twelve feet as the canes
often mistakenly called “pink and white coccineas”
sometimes do, but a four-foot high plant is not
unusual, While it has better color growing in more
shade than sun, I have seen it growing pretty well
in very bright light. The profuse whitish-pink
flowers are quite angelic looking peeking out
amongst the spotted and dainty medium green
leaves.

And, for my third favorite cane I must pick
Begonia ‘Little Miss Mummey,’ one of a plethora
of Brand Thompson hybrids in this world! The
wavy dark leaf, the large profuse heads of pale-
pink flowers, those raised spots!! Need I say
more?  ‘Little  Miss  Mummey’  is  a  1992  cross
between  Begonia  ‘Jumbo  Jet’  and  Begonia
‘Amelia’  and  was  registered  in  2000  as  #979.
Everyone should have this one in his or her
collection.

(This article was taken from the July/August Issue
of The Begonian Volume 75 page 152)



Ann Stiefel starting her program.

Astro Branch
September Meeting

Contained Atmosphere

John Cole overseeing his grandmother,
Brenda Andrews working on her project.

Ann Stiefel working on a
contained atmosphere.

Cheryl Lenert working on a
contained atmosphere.

Ann Stiefel helping Irene Bragg
with her project.



President Janet Carpenter conducting
the Business Meeting. Brenda Andrews telling members

about an article in a magazine
on begonias.

Business Meeting in progress. Paying attention to the
Business Meeting

Ann Steifel giving her
informative program.

Irene Bragg showing off her
contained atmosphere.



Busy working on a
contained atmosphere.

Brenda Andrews finishing
re-doing her project.

Gail Warren with a piece
of B. bowerae.

Jane Anderson examining a
contained atmosphere.

(Left to right) Donna Williams,
Tom Keepin & Cheryl Lenert

A beautifully grown specimen of
B. bowerae grown by Donna Williams



Winners of the drawings:

Johnny Williams with his Name
Tag Plant, B. ‘Lois Burke’

Jane Anderson with her Name Tag
Plant, B ‘Orpha C. Fox’

Gloria Hunter with her Door Prize,
B. ‘Little Miss Mummy’

Ruby Lewelyn with her Door Prize,
plumeria pudica.

Pat Hiscock with her Raffel Plant,
B. ‘Lana’

Donna Williams with her Raffle Plant,
B. U-578.


