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ANNUAL PLANT SWAP
The August 5, 2018 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center located
at 1475 West Gray Street in Activity Room 1.
Our Refreshment Host and Hostesses for this
meeting will be Bill Claybaugh, Ruby Lewellyn,
Ann Stiefel and Diana Bukey.
The doors will open at 12:30 P.M. for us to set
up our meeting room. If you can help us with setup it would be greatly appreciated. Between 1:00
P.M. and 2:00 P.M. members can enjoy
refreshments and socialize with members and
friends we only see at meetings. The meeting will
be called to order at 2:00 P.M. Vice-President
Johnny Williams will preside over this meeting in
the absence of President Janet Carpenter. Please
remember to wear your name tag. If you are
unable to locate your name tag please contact Tom
as soon as possible before the day of the meeting,
so he can have a replacement for you at the
meeting.

Next Meeting:
DATE:
August 5, 2018
TIME:
2:00 PM
PLACE: West Gray-Multi Service Center
PROGRAM:
Annual Plant Swap

www.begoniahouston.org
Our program this month will be our Annual
Plant Swap. This is our most popular program so
we have it every August. Members are welcome
to bring in 1 to 3 plants for the Plant Swap. The
plant or plants can be anything. They don’t have
to be begonias. There are usually a few begonias
brought in though. We would appreciate all plants
be properly named. Plant size: The plant should
be able to be carried easily by one of our older
members (4”, 6”, 1 gallon or 2 gallon but not
larger). When you arrive with your plant(s) you
will be given a (one) raffle type ticket to participate
in the drawing. In past years we have had some
very beautiful and sometimes rare plants brought
in. Above all we always have a lot of fun and
laughs. I must point out at this time that cuttings
will not be accepted for the Plant Swap only plants.
If you wish to share cuttings they can be put on the
Door Prize Table.
We will have our usual drawing and the
Refreshment Host and Hostesses will have lots of
tasty treats for us to enjoy and plenty of cool drinks
to wash them down.
See you there!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
August
1st
4th & 5th
8th & 9th
17th & 18th
21st, 22nd & 23rd
27th & 28th
31st

Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus

September
1st & 2nd
5th & 6th
13th & 14th
18th & 19th
23rd & 24th
28th & 29th

Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces\
Taurus

·

·

Planting and transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.
Best pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and the Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAT
FOR AUGUST 2018
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Service Map.
Here is what they predict our weather will be like
for the month of August.
Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be near normal.
Our
temperatures should average 78 degrees in the
North to 83 degrees in the South. Our coolest
August temperatures will be August 2nd & 3rd, 11th
thru 14th, 20th & 21st and 29th & 30th. Our warmest
August temperatures will be August 5th thru 8th,
16th thru 18th and 24th thru 28th. There will be
areas of showers and thunderstorms most likely at
about 4 day intervals. Showers likely to be
heaviest near the Gulf. Our hurricane potential
will be highest August 29th thru 31st.
________________________________________

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome our new
members to the Astro Branch Family
Virginia (Ginny) Ledford
12 Pine Drive N
New Waverly, TX 77358-3867
Telephone: 936-344-6843
E-mail: vnewwaverly@yahoo.com
Dehlia M. Mullins
1766 Parkside Shores Lane
Crosby, TX 77632
Telephone: 281-462-7609
E-mail: dehliamullins@yahoo.com
Both Ginny and Dehlia started the meeting as
guests and left as members of the Astro Branch.
Welcome Ginny and Dehlia! We are very
pleased to have you both as members.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

MINUTES OF THE
JULY 1 2018 MEETING

Happy Birthday wishes to our members born
during this month of August. We hope your
special day is a truly special one.

The July 1, 2018 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society was held
at West Gray Multi-Service Center, located at 1475
West Gray Street in Activity Room 1. President
Janet Carpenter called the meeting to order at 2:10
P.M. She thanked all for attending and thanked
our refreshment hostesses who were: Mel Babb,
Kay Hoss and Gail Warren. Guests at this
meeting were Dehlia Mullins and Ginny Ledford.
Both Ginny and Dehlia joined at this meeting.
Welcome Ginny and Dehlia!
Minutes from the June meeting were
published in the Begonia Chatter and were
approved as written. Tom Keepin said our club
had several expenses last month, but the bank
balance is still healthy. Janet Carpenter and
Cheryl Lenert thanked us all for the card we sent
them last month.
Tom Keepin and Cheryl Lenert gave a
program to the Dallas Area and Mae Blanton
Branches that was held in the Potting Area of the
Begonia Species Collection, located at Fort Worth
Botanic Gardens. They brought back several
plants and Tom introduced them to us. He said we
could use the leaves for our hands-on project at this
meeting. These was B. ‘Challenger’ which he
will be planting in his garden where it will be
protected from the wind and hot west sun. He also
introduced us to B bakerii, B. heraclifolia, B. U403,
B. U578 and B. ‘Yahoo’. All of these can be
planted in the ground here in our area.
Our program this month was on Propagating
Garden Hardy Begonias and was given by Bill
Claybaugh and was another hands-on workshop.
Bill brought a large number of leaves for this
program. Among them were B. ‘Washington
State’, B. ‘Stars & Stripes’, and B. ‘Caribbean
Queen’.
He showed us that they can be
propagated in the easiest way possible which is to
put an inch or more of soil in a 4” pot, cut the leaf
about l inch from the point of attachment to the
stem and stick it into the soil. The remaining part
of the leaf can be formed into a cone and set into

Brenda Andrew
Bill Claybaugh
Anna Belle Hicks
Eddie Litchfield
Pat Perry
Geanie Riggs
Tony Robert
Kenny Wilkerson
Susan Willis

August 23rd
August 10th
August 20th
August 16th
August 1st
August 8th
August 13th
August 8th
August 30th

“Today is the day to wrap yourself up in your
favorite memories and think about all the
happiness you’ve yet to discover.
Happy Birthday!

another pot of soil. Many plantlets will form from
the cone. These should be misted lightly and
provided with light and humidity until established.
If one didn’t want to use the cone method, the
remaining leaf can be cut into two or three parts
and the veins stuck into the soil. In either of these
methods the top portions of the leaves can be cut
off if they are too large. It takes about three
months for these to root well. The starts should be
given high humidity until they are rooted and
established. It is very important to be sure to
label the plants as you put them into the pots.
Members then proceeded to use Bill’s methods to
pot up the begonia leaves. The club provided the
post, soil, labels, pencils and scissors. This was
another extremely enjoyable project. Thank you
once again, Bill for your wonderful program.
Tom announced that our next meeting on
August 5th will be our Annual Plant Swap. There
is a limit of three plants per member. They must
be labeled with the correct name. .Plants ONLY
are to be brought. Tom told us that following our
drawings we could purchase plants. There were
several lovely coleus plants that Brenda Andrews
brought for $4 each or a pack of 12 for $10. There
were also small begonias that Donna Williams
brought in for $2 each.
Drawings were then held and the results were as
follows:
Raffle:
B. ‘Richmondensis’ – won by Kathleen Murphy
B. ‘Lana’ – won by Dehlia Mullins
Name Tag:
B. ‘Jean Pernet’ – won by Irene Bragg
B. ‘Black Jack’ – won by Kathleen Murphy
Door Prize:
Bauhimia vine – won by Janet Carpenter
Red Rusellia – won by Sandra Rigsby
B. coccinea ‘Red’ – won by Faye Stansberry
Bauhinia vine – won by Johnny Williams
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 P.M. by
President Janet Carpenter
Respectfully submitted
Donna Williams, Secretary

Begonia

blancii

Begonia blancii is a stunningly different
lithophytic (rock growing) rhizomatous species
only recently discovered in 2011 by Botanist
Patrick Blanc on Palawan Island in the Philipines.
This is the newest species that is a must have for
begonia enthusiast.
Beyond its lithophytic
lifestyle in nature, one of the more fascinating
aspects to the species is its variability. It has been
found in light green, dark green-purple, and
mottled-leaf forms. All forms have been found to
co-exist in their native habitat. Even though it has
a rock-growing nature, B. blancii adapts very
nicely to cultivation. I grew my original plant in a
terrarium using Millie Thompson’s mix. It grew
but did not flourish. I took it out of the terrarium
and potted it up in my usual potting soil with extra
perlite and Horticultural lime added. I placed it on
the table in my Garden Room, it appears to be very
happy. I found another different form of B.
blancii at the ABS/SWR Convention held in New
Orleans April 2nd thru the 8th 2018. When I got it
home to Houston I repotted it in the same mix as
the other. They are both growing happily and
have recently stopped blooming.
If you would like to see B. blancii in its natural
habitat
click
on
the
following
link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chTP76Py5OU

This is a video of Mark Hughes, Rosario
Rubite and Patrick Blanc, examining Begonia
blancii in its natural habitat.

Astro Branch’s
July 2018 Meeting
Putting Down Garden Hardy Begonias

Irene Bragg putting down her cuttings.

(L) Donna Williams & Donna McGraw.

(Left to right) Pat Hiscock, Linda Kovac,
Bill Claybaugh & Sandra Rigsby.

Members working on their cuttings.

(Left to right) Sandra Rigsby,
Janet Carpenter & Ginny Ledford.

Glenda Perry

Fresh leaf cuttings (left)
and B. ‘Challenger’

Members enjoyed putting
down their begonia cuttings.

Members getting fresh leaf cuttings.

Irene Bragg after the cutting frenzy.

(Left to right) Janet Carpenter
Ruby Lewellyn & Gail Warren.

… and what a successful
cutting party it was!

Everyone is ready for the
meeting to begin.

Tom Keepin introducing the plants
to be used in the workshop.

Members getting their cuttings, pots,
labels pencils and soil ready.

Ready for the workshop to begin.

Ready to begin . .

Kathleen Murphy with Raffle plant
B. ‘Richmondensis’

Dehlia Mullins with Raffle Plant
B. ‘Lana’

Faye Stansberry with Door Prize
B. Coccinea ‘Red’

Sandra Rigsby with Door Prize
a red rusellia.

Irene Bragg with Name Tag Plant

B. ‘Jean Pernet’

Kathleen Murphy with Name Tag Plant
B. ‘Black Jack’

(The great pictures from this meeting were taken by Mel Babb.)

