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LET’S TALK DIRT!
The March 4, 2018 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center,
located at 1475 West Gray Street in Activity Room
1.
Our Refreshment Hostesses/Host for this meeting
will be Sue Botts, Annette Graham, and Donna
& Tony Robert.
The doors will open at 12:30 for us to set up
our meeting room. If you can help us with this set
up it would be greatly appreciated. After the
meeting room is set up and the Refreshment
Hostesses have their treats in place members can
have refreshments and socialize. The meeting
will be called to order at 2:00 P.M. Please
remember to wear your name tag. If you can’t
locate your name tag please contact Tom as soon
as possible before meeting day, so he can have a
replacement for you at the meeting.
Our Program this month will be Let’s Talk
Dirt. Tom Keepin and Cheryl Lenert will be
presenting this program. When you have a
conversation with a Begoniac or plant person in
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general, the conversation without fail will turn to
what type of potting soil they use for growing their
treasured plants. There are so many different
potting soils out there these days. How do we
know which is best for our needs. We usually start
by asking our friends which one they use to get
such good results. There is also trying a small bag
of a popular brand to see how well it works for you.
We will be discussing many of the different soils
on the market today. Is there to much of this or
not enough of that and what do we need to add to
make it perfect for our needs?
We would like members to bring a sample of
the soil they like to use and let us know how it
works for them. What ingredients does it contain
(they should be listed on the bag, sometimes in
what percentage); such as peat moss, perlite, bark
mulch and so on.
Do you add additional
ingredients to make it perfect?
Also in past meetings we have had programs
that involved cuttings being taken home by
interested members to put down for future sale at a
meeting and to add to their collection.
If you have some that are in need of being potted
up please contact Tom at 713-686-8539 or
thomas.keepin@gmail.com to let him know what

you have and he will bring what you need to do this
at the meeting. With help, of course!
We look forward to seeing you at this
meeting. Our program this month will be fun and
enlightening. Perhaps you’ll find a new potting soil
you’d like to try. Our Hostesses and Host will
have lots of tasty treats for you to enjoy and we will
have our usual drawings. Plus all your begonia
friends will be there to chat with.
See You There!
________________________________________

MINUTES OF THE
FEBRUARY 4, 2018 MEETING
The February 4, 2018 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was held
at the West Gray Multi-Service Center located at
1475 West Gray Street in Activity Room 1.
President Janet Carpenter, called the meeting
to order at 2:05 P.M. She thanked all for attending
and thanked our hostesses who were: Janet
Carpenter and Kathleen Murphy.
Next
month’s hostesses will be Sue Botts, Annette
Graham, and Donna &Tony Robert.
Minutes from the January meeting were
printed in the Begonia Chatter. There were some
grammatical errors that need correcting.
Treasurer Tom Keepin said our club bank
balance is still healthy.
Sunshine Lady, Ruby Lewellyn, passed
around cards for Irene Bragg who had an
emergency appendectomy, Kenny Wilkerson who
had knee replacement surgery, and a Thinking-ofYou card for Jane and Tom Anderson.
Tom Keepin showed us that he had brought
extra shoe boxes and extra leaves which included:
B. ‘Island Magic’, B. ‘Lalomie’, B. U508, B.
‘China Curl’, B. ‘Pink Diamond’, B. Jurassic
Silver Point’, B. Champagne Bubbles’,
B.
Moonlit Snow’, B. acetosa, and B. ‘Cowardly
Lion. These were all from his personal collection
and were for members to use in the program if they
wished. He also brought a B. ‘Bill Byron’ to show
us. This begonia is categorized as a shrub and will
grow very large. It is propagated by seed or stem
cuttings. Another show plant was a tuberous

begonia called Non-stop which can be grown here
only during the cooler months. He added it to the
door prizes today. A third was a sport of B.
‘Dragon Wings Pink’ called B. ‘Sweet Nellie’ This
sport is variegated with yellow in the leaves. Tom
also told us that there is another new sport of B.
‘Dragon Wings Pink’ called B. ‘Canary Wings’
whose chartreuse new growth matures to gold, then
darker green. This new begonia is in limited
availability at this time but will be readily available
next year.
Tom was asked about another freeze and Tom
told us that one was possible in about a week.
Brenda suggested that we not give up on those
plants that look dead because many of them will
come back from the roots. Brenda also showed us
a different container she had found and showed that
we can use foam window stripping to help make
the lid more airtight. Tom uses saran wrap before
putting on the lid.
Our program this month was on Propagation
of Rhizomatous and Rex Begonias and was given
by Bill Claybaugh. Bill showed us three different
techniques. The Cone Method. The Wedge
Cutting Method, and the “Fukumi Method”
Cone Method - He cuts the “circle” of the leaf
where the stem is attached and puts it in a small cup
with an inch or two of soil. He then folds the rest
of the leaf into a cone and sets it into a cup with a
small amount of soil. He sprays these in with a
little water.
Wedge Method – He removes the stem then
cuts the remainder of the leaf into wedges that each
contain a vein and sticks these wedges into about
one inch of soil.
“Fukumi Method” – He puts three layers of
paper towels in a shoe box and dampens them (not
soaking wet). He then cuts the stem part of the
leaf out as in the other two methods. After cutting
the remainder of the leaf into wedges he lays them
gently on the damp paper towels face up. The
shoe box is then covered tightly and placed where
it will get good light (but not direct sunlight). Bill
passed around a shoe box containing wedges of B.
‘Judy Cook’ that he had prepared this way. They
were beautiful and had put out a lot of roots and
some new plantlets.

Once these cuttings have a good system of roots
Bill sets them gently in a cup with an inch or two
of soil. He does not ‘pack” them in but places
them gently on the soil. He then spritzes water on
them to wash the roots into the soil. They can be
kept in a shoe box with a cover until they get
established.
In all of these methods the little plantlets and
cuttings can be kept in a contained environment but
Bill says this is not absolutely necessary. If they
are put in such an environment they can be
hardened off gradually. Bill said to ensure
success he puts systemic fungicide on the mother
plant a couple of days before taking leaf cuttings.
The samples he brought to show us were healthy
and actively growing, beautiful little plants!
Members then proceeded to put down wedges
using the “Fukumi Method”. It was a lot of fun!
Following the program and putting down cuttings
we had our drawings. The results were as follows:
Raffle:
B. ‘Kristy’ – won by Midge Gorman
B. ‘Cowardly Lion’ – Midge Gorman
A donated Cherry Laurel plant – won by Midge
Gorman
A donated glass vase – won by Ann Stiefel

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
March
6th & 7th
11th & 12th
16th & 17th
20th, 21st & 22nd
25th & 26th
April
2nd, 3rd & 4th
7th. 8th & 9th
12th & 13th
17th & 18th
20th & 21st
30th

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer being the
best.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first Taurus and
then Capricorn.

Name Tag:
B. ‘Bashful Bandit’ – Won by Donna Williams
B. ‘Lalomie’ – won by Kathleen Murphy
A donated glass vase – won by Brenda Andrews
Door Prize:
Non-Stop Begonia – won by Gloria Hunter
Ticket for the Azalea Trail (donated by Sue Botts)
– won by Mel Babb
Plant hangers donated by Malcolm – won by
Johnny Williams and Ann Stiefel
Painted Flower Pots donated by Faye Stansberry –
won by Donna Williams, Malcolm McCorquodale
and ??
The meeting was adjourned and clean-up began
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Williams, Secretary

B. ‘Chiala’ by Alice M. Clark
‘Begonia Portraits’

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!

African Violet Show and Sale

PLANT TRAYS NEEDED
Brenda Andrews is in need of plant trays for
the rooted begonia cuttings she is potting up for our
group. If you have any extras PLEASE bring
them to this meeting.

Dates:
Saturday, March 3rd
Sale – 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Show – 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, March 4th
Sale – 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Show – 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

Location:
Judson Robinson Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Houston, TX 77004

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Birthday wishes go out to our member born
in this month of March.
Kay Hoss

March 27th

Also belated wishes go out to our members born
in the month of February. We are very sorry we
missed acknowledging your special day last
month. We hope it was a very special day for
you.
Jane Anderson
Ann Stiefel

February 23rd
February 20th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends, to
look back on where you’ve been, to look forward
to the special times the future holds for you.”
Happy Birthday!

B. palmata

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR MARCH 2018
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Service Map.
Here is what they predict our weather will be like
for the month of March.
Our temperatures will be slightly below
normal and our precipitation will be slightly above
normal. Our temperatures should average from
45 degrees in the North to 57 degrees in the South.
Our coolest March temperatures will be March 1st
& 2nd, 5th thru 10th, 19th thru 23rd and 28th thru 31st.
Our warmest March temperatures will be March 3rd
and 4th, 13th thru 18th and 26th & 27th.
There is a good chance of scattered showers
and thunderstorms, locally heavy at times about
March 4th thru 7th, 18th thru21st and 27th & 28th.
Expect isolated thunderstorms at any time. The
highest severe weather potential dates are March
4th & 5th, 18th & 19th and 27th & 28th.

ASTRO’s February Meeting
Propagating Begonias Using the “FUKUMI METHOD”

Bill Claybaugh presenting the program.

Cuttings in progress.

Rooted cuttings transferred from paper
towel to pots of soil

B.

‘Judy Cook’ cuttings put down
after the January meeting.

Gail Warren working on her cuttings.

Gloria Hunt working on her cuttings.

Donna Williams with painted
vase door prize.

Midge Gorman with raffle plants:
B. ‘Kristy’ & B. ‘Cowardly Lion’

Gloria Hunter with her Door Prize
a Non-Stop begonia

Kathleen Murphy with her Name
Tag Plant B. ‘Lalomie’

Brenda Andrews with her
glass vase Door Prize.

Ann Steifel with her glass
vase Door Prize.

