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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

BEGONIAS 101
REX BEGONIAS

The January 7, 2018 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center,
located at 1475 West Gray Street in Activity Room
1. Our Refreshment Host & Hostesses’  for  this
meeting will be Donna & Johnny Williams and
Donna McGraw. The doors will open at 12:30
P.M. for us to set up our meeting room. If you can
help it would be greatly appreciated. The meeting
will be called to order at 2:00 P.M., but members
can arrive before then for setting up and
socializing. Please remember to wear your Name
Tag, so you can participate in the Name Tag
Drawing. If you can’t locate your name tag please
let Tom know as soon as possible before meeting
day.

Our program this month will be Rex
Begonias, a continuation of our Begonias 101 by
Classification Series. There will be hand-outs so

please bring your note book to put them in, so you
can refer to them at your leisure. This program
will be given by Tom Keepin. Tom will discuss
their History and how they took Europe by storm
to become the King of Begonias. We will also
discuss their culture, propagation, uses in the
landscape, pests if any, local and mail order
sources and getting them through our Houston
Summer. Tom will also have some rexes from his
collection to show you and talk about. Rex
Begonias are beautiful and grown for their foliage
and  most  importantly  they  aren’t  as difficult to
grow as is the popular belief. Be prepared to fall
in love with Rex begonias all over again.

We look forward to seeing you at our first
meeting of 2018. Our Host and Hostesses will
have lots of tasty treats for you to enjoy. We will
also have all our usual drawings. Plus all your
begonia friends have lots to fill you in on
happenings over the holiday season

See You There!



MINUTES OF THE
DECEMBER 3, 2017 MEETING

The December 3, 2017 meeting/Christmas
Party of the Astro Branch of the American Begonia
Society was held at the West Gray Multi-Service
Center located at 1475 West Gray Street in Activity
Room 1.

Since this was our annual Christmas
party/meeting everyone brought dishes to share.
As usual, our Astros cooks did an out stranding job
and we all enjoyed it tremendously!

After we had eaten, the meeting was called to
order by President, Janet Carpenter, at 2:30 P.M.
Janet thanked everyone for attending.

Refreshment Chair: Kathleen Murphy passed
around a refreshment sign-up sheet for 2018.

The Minutes from the November 5, 2017
meeting were printed in the Begonia Chatter and
were approved as written.

Tom Keepin said our club bank balance is still
healthy.

Pat Hiscock told us that our member, Anna
Belle Hicks, is at the Treemont Retirement
Community, located at 2501 Westerland Drive,
room E 312, Houston 77063 and is doing well. If
anyone lives near that area and could offer her a
ride she would love to attend some meetings. If you
have a moment please drop her a card or cheery
note.

Janet brought up a discussion regarding our
annual picnic and it was decided we would like to
have it as our May 6th meeting and go to Tom’s
house again. Tom kindly agreed to host the party
again this next year.

Janet and Tom reminded everyone that the
SW Region/ABS convention will be in New
Orleans April 2 – 8, 2018 at the Hilton New
Orleans Airport. Several of our members plan to
attend. Therefore we will cancel our Astros
meeting for April. Everyone is encouraged to
attend this convention if they can as it should offer
great programs and some wonderful plants. If
attending, please consider entering plants in the
show!

Tom asked for suggestions for a January program.
It was decided that Cheryl will contact Don Miller
to see if he will come to Houston and give us
another program. All agreed that this was a
wonderful idea!

Tom  brought  the  B.  ‘Judy Cook’ challenge
plants for those who wanted to participate. They
were absolutely beautiful plants. Tom told us that
had been heavily fertilized up to this point and it
would be a good idea to continue feeding them
frequently. Each person who had purchased a
plant then went up and choose one. These
challenge plants are to be brought back to the May
meeting.
It was then time to begin our gift exchange. Janet
pulled tickets and each person went up and choose
their gift from a table laden with many, many,
beautiful packages. The gifts were very nice and
there  were  many “oohs”  and  “aahs”  to  be  heard.
Janet then continued pulling tickets for the door
prizes which were handled in the same way.
After all the gifts had been chosen it was time to
clean up and leave. We all had a wonderful time
at this traditional Christmas party and will certainly
look forward to it again next year!

Those of you who could not attend, we missed
you and hope to see you in January of 2018! Until
then, we hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas
and a very Happy New Year!

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Williams, Secretary



PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

January
1st & 2nd Cancer
10th, 11th & 12th Scorpio
15th, 16th & 17th Capricorn
20th, 21st & 22nd Pisces
24th & 25th Taurus
29th & 30th Cancer
February
6th, 7th & 8th Scorpio
11th, 12th & 13th Capricorn
16th, 17th & 18th Pisces
21st & 22nd Taurus
25th & 26th Cancer

· Planting and Transplanting are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.

· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JANUARY 2018

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Service Map.
Here is what they predict our weather will be like
for the month of January.

Our temperatures will be below normal and
our precipitation will be above normal. Our
average temperature should range from 32 degrees
in the North to 47 degrees in the South.
Our coolest January temperatures will be January
3rd thru 5th, 9th thru 12th, 15th thru 19th, 22nd thru
26th, and 29th thru 31st. Our warmest January
temperatures will be January 1st & 2nd, 8th, 14th thru
21st, and 28th. There will be rain and snow in the
North and mainly rain and a few thunderstorms in
the South. These can possibly be severe, most
likely about January 2nd & 3rd, 8th thru 10th, 14th

thru 17th, 21st thru 24th, and 28th thru 30th. Winds
can be gusty at times.

BEGONIA SEARCH

As we discussed at the November 5, 2017
meeting, Brenda Andrews is willing to root
cuttings of Cane-like and Shrub-like begonias for
the club. Each month a list of 10 begonias will be
printed in the ‘Begonia Chatter’.  If you have one
or more of the listed plants, please bring 4-6
cuttings per zip-loc bag with the name written on
the outside of each bag to the meeting.
Below is the list for January 2018.

B. ‘Catherine Too’
B. ‘Constellation’
B. ‘Cracklin’ Rosie’
B. ‘Dangling Pearls’
B. ‘Don Miller’
B. ‘Dream Lover’
B. echinosepala
B. ‘Firewalker’
B. ‘Flutterby’
B. ‘Ginny’

We appreciate your participation in this
project to get these begonias back into circulation
in our area. Many thanks to Brenda for the
cuttings she has already rooted, that are now
growing  slowly but,  nicely  in  Tom’s  greenhouse
and the cuttings she will be putting down in the
future.

Thank you for your help!





ASTRO’S 2017
Annual Christmas Party

Tom Keepin chatting with Midge
Gorman and Eddie Litchfield

Midge Gorman & Eddie Litchfield
admiring B. ‘Lalomie’

Many exchange gifts

Kathleen Murphy and her exchange
Gift: a variegated draceana.

Our Challenge Plants:
B. ‘Judy Cook’



Gail Warren with her Door Prize. Irene Bragg opening her Exchange Gift.

Ann Stiefel showing her Exchange
Gift: B. ‘Sophie Cecil’

Ruby Lewellyn showing her Door Prize.

Donna Williams showing her
Exchange Gift: B. ‘Lucerma’

Sandra Rigsby showing her
beautiful anthurium.



Gail Warren opening her Exchange
Gift: B. ‘Jive’

Eddie Litchfield displaying
her door prize.

Donna McGraw opening her Exchange
Gift: B ‘Brazilian Lady’ with Donna

Williams & Janet Carpenter looking on.

Ruby Lewellyn opening her Exchange
Gift: a basket of ‘Johnny Jump Ups’

Tom Keepin, Pat Hiscock, Jane
Anderson & Sue Botts chatting beginias. Sue Botts and Pat Hiscock opening

their gifts with Jane Anderson
looking on.


