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TRAILING/SCANDENT
BEGONIAS
The August 6, 2017 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center located
at 1475 West Gray Street. Members are welcome
to arrive at 1:00 P.M. and the meeting will begin at
2:00 P.M.
We need to set up the room for our meeting so
if you can arrive a little early to help it would be
greatly appreciated.
President Janet Carpenter will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to catch everyone up on what is going on
with the National, Southwest Region and the
Astros. Our Refreshment Hostesses for this
meeting will be Midge Gorman, Eddie Litchfield
and Debbie Peterson
Trailing/Scandent Begonias will be our
program this month. This is a group of begonias
that we have not really delved into in the past.
This is not a large group of begonias. There are
two trailing/scandents that have been grown here
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in Houston for many years, and they are B.
convolvulacea and B. ‘Panasoffkee’. When we
go to conventions we always look for
trailing/scandents begonias to bring back to get
started in Houston, usually without success.
Trailing/Scandents are easy to grow and have a
wide variety of blooms to choose from. There
will be a handout for this program, so you may
want to bring your 3 ring binder.
We look forward to seeing you at this
meeting. The program should be very interesting
to all. Our refreshment hostesses will have lots of
tasty treats to tempt your taste buds and cool drinks
to wash them down. Also all your begonia friends
will be there to talk begonias with.
See You There!

MINUTES OF THE
JULY 9, 2017 MEETING OF
THE ASTRO BRANCH
The July 9, 2017 meeting of the Astro Branch
of The American Begonia Society was held at the
West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475
West Gray Street in the Green Room. The
meeting was called to order by Vice President
Johnny Williams at 2:00 P.M.
Refreshments for this meeting were kindly
provided by Mel Babb, Kay Hoss and Ann
Stiefel. August refreshments will be provided by
Midge Gorman, Eddie Litchfield and Debbie
Peterson.
The minutes from the June 4, 2017 meeting
were printed in the Begonia Chatter and were
approved as written. There was no Treasurer’s
report for this meeting.
Guests attending this meeting were June
Harris, Maria Taylor, Gina Gottselig, Anne
McBride, Marsha Strain and Richard Evans.
Sunshine Lady, Ruby Lewellyn, passed
around a card for Tom Keepin as he was ill and
unable to attend this meeting.
Vice President, Johnny Williams then turned
the meeting over to Brenda Andrews who gave
the program on Cane-like begonias. Brenda
began her program by reading notes she had put
together about the Cane-like begonias. She
brought some begonias to demonstrate trimming,
repotting and propagation techniques.
Repotting:
When Brenda is trimming the plant she cuts
just above a node and cuts at a slant so rain will not
rot the new bud. Brenda uses quilt batting in the
bottom of her pots as it allows water to drain, helps
keep the soil moist, and prevents the soil from
washing out. She usually puts a little fertilizer
toward the bottom of the new soil and mixes it in,
then adds a little more fertilizer at the top of the
repotted plant’s soil. She showed how she
removes some of the soil from the bottom of the
trimmed plant and then removes some off the
sides. When setting the plant in its “new” pot she
packs new soil around the edges. When repotting,
the mother plant can be planted deeper than
previously grown and this will not hurt the plant.

She said it is OK to water with a weak solution of
water and SuperThrive at this point.
Propagation:
Brenda saw a method similar to this in a
recent article in the Begonian (September/October
2016 Vol. 83 page178 & 179). Brenda’s potting
mix for propagation should be very fine with
plenty of perlite and vermiculite. Her mix is
about 1/3 Sunshine mix, 1/3 vermiculite and 1/3
perlite. She showed how she uses a “prop box”
with individual small cups set into perlite to keep
them from shifting around when the prop box is
moved. The lid fits tightly and the boxes are then
placed under trees in her yard. She moistens the
mix before sticking her cuttings (moist but not
soggy). She showed us her ‘tool kit’ and stressed
that we should ALWAYS put a name tag in the
plants.
Cuttings:
Most all the pieces that are cut off the
mother plant can be “stuck” to make new plants.
Brenda tries to take the cuttings by counting down
four nodes and sticking the bottom two under the
soil in the small propagation cup (such as a 3 oz.
solo cup). It is best to put at least two nodes into
the soil because this is where the new roots will
originate.
When taking the cuttings, she takes leaves off the
bottom of the stem, but may leave one or two small
ones at the top. When taking these cuttings she
cuts the bottom of the stem straight across (as
opposed to the slant for the stem cut on the mother
plant). This way she can toss all the cuttings into
a water solution when she is trimming the mother
plant and “stick” them later – and will know which
end is UP since the bottom end will be cut straight
across.
This was a wonderful presentation by Brenda and I
believe we all learned something new from it.
Thank-you Brenda!
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:00
P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Donna Williams, Secretary

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
August
1st
4th 5th & 6th
8th, 9th & 10th
14th & 15th
18th & 19th
27th & 28th
September
1st & 2nd
6th & 7th
10th & 11th
14th & 15th
23rd & 24th
28th & 29th
·

·

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members
born in this month of August.
Brenda Andrew
Bill Claybaugh
Anna Belle Hicks
Eddie Litchfield
Geanie Riggs
Tony Robert
Teresa See
Kay Veech

August 23rd
August 10th
August 20th
August 16th
August 8th
August 13th
August 21st
August 19th

“Life is a story you write as you go. Your story is
uniquely you – interesting and inspiring and as it
continues unfolding, may it always be deeply
rewarding.”
Happy Birthday!

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR AUGUST 2017
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of August.
Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be near normal.
Our average temperatures should range from 79
degrees in the North to 85 degrees in the South.
Our coolest August temperatures will be August 1st
& 2nd, 9th thru 11th, 16th & 17th, 21st & 22nd and 29th
& 30th. Our warmest temperatures for August
will be August 4th thru 8th, 13th & 14th, 19th & 20th
and 24th thru 27th. There will be groups of
showers and thunderstorms at about 3 to 5 day
intervals. Storms will be more frequent and
heavier along the Gulf Coast. The hurricane
potential increases significantly after the middle of
the month.

A Word with You: Blade

IN MEMORY OF
FRANCES M. BONES

By Claudia Goodridge, New Haven, CT
Early on my vocabulary sleuthing for A Word with
You seemed to indicate that leaf and blade were
synonymous. Now I know better. Mr. Webster
says blade comes from Middle English blad,
blade, and that ME from Anglo Saxon blade, a
leaf. Well, there you have it. Another enduring
word from the Anglo Saxons. No Cassell’s this
time. But leaf got more complex once the
botanists got hold of it; they gave it more than one
part – the blade is just one of those.
Jack Golding says, “The structure of all
Begonia leaves consist of the blade [the expanded
part], the petiole [leaf stalk] and a pair of stipules
[a small ear-like appendage at the base of the
petiole].” We’ve covered petioles and stipules,
and maybe those terms are firmly planted with you.
Tebbitt’s glossary defines blade as, “Broad part of
a leaf, petal, or sepal.” The Thompsons are right
there with, “Expanded portion of the leaf”. What
I used to call the leaf then is really the blade.
Begonia blades are usually flat and thin. But
within that flat structure a lot goes on. That blade
is actually a layered, complex organ that makes the
most of its exposure to light and thereby
maximizes its function, photosynthesis –
producing food for the plant. All that food
production makes blades attractive to herbivores,
such as my woodchuck, who has reappeared, or at
least a family member has. Since the begonia has
spent considerable energy producing its blades, its
survival adaptations include complex protective
measures such as hair, unpalatable surface
texture/coating, unappetizing taste, none of which
deter my woodchucks.
The blades are what made me fall in love with
begonias in the first place. The more I looked, the
more their diversity captivated me.
Their
dramatic foliage is colorful, shapely, and
distinctive. For me it’s all in the leaves, rather the
blades.
(This article was taken from the Begonian Vol. 81
July/August 2014 page 150)

Frances and Fred Bones June 2005

Frances and husband Fred joined the Astro
Branch at the January 2005 meeting. Fred and
Frances traveled each month from Alvin to attend
our meetings being held at the Houston Garden
Center located at Hermann Park. Francis loved
begonias and grew them very well. Frances
battled illness for several years beginning in 2009
and was unable to attend but a few meeting and an
Annual Picnic. Frances passed away on July 16,
2017. When Frances attended a meeting she was
always smiling and her smile was infectious. We
are confident that Frances is enjoying the Heavenly
Begonia Garden.

Pictures from the Astro’s
July 2017 Meeting

Members listening to Brenda
Andrew’s program.

Anthurium & B. ‘Sophie Cecil”

Meeting

in progress.

Meeting in progress.

L to R: June Harris, Mel Babb, Pat
Hiscock,Kay Hoss & Irene Bragg

Brenda Andrews working on
B. “Lucerna’

Glenda Perry sporting her
begonia tee shirt!
Bill Claybaugh helping Gail
Warren with her plant

Brenda Andrews working on B. ‘Dorothy
Lambert’ (B. coccinea pink [hort] litters floor.

Jane Anderson helps Brenda Andrews
with her B. ‘Dorothy Lambert’.

Three week old cuttings.

Give-a-way plants.

