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JANUARY’S CUTTINGS
RETURN
The June 4, 2017 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center located
at 1475 West Gray Street. Members are welcome
to arrive at 1:00 P.M. and the meeting will begin at
2:00 P.M.
We need to set up the room for our meeting,
so if you can arrive a little early about 12:30 to help
it would be greatly appreciated.
President Janet Carpenter will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to catch everyone up on what is going on
with the National, Southwest Region and the
Astros.
Our Refreshment Hostesses for this meeting
will be Brenda Andrews, Irene Bragg and
Kathleen Murphy
Our Program this month will be: Returning
the January Cuttings. At the January meeting
members put down cuttings and took them home to
grow them off. It’s time to bring your cuttings
back. It will be interesting to see how they have
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grown for you. In the Begonia World some
cuttings will root and grow very quickly, while
others take what seems to be an eternity. With a
warm space, bright light, water and a little food
they will reward us by becoming a miniature copy
of their parent plant. Bring your plants so we can
see how well they’ve done for you. We will
discuss what each of us has done to get our young
plants to grow….like where were they grown most
of the time, what were the light conditions,
watering, feeding. Have you done any pinching to
make them bushier? We will also discuss what we
can do with our plants while they are at this size.
We hope that you will be able to join us for
this meeting. All your begonia friends will be
there to talk begonias with. The Refreshment
Hostesses will have lots of tasty treats and cool
drinks to wash them down.
See You There!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
June
7th & 8th
11th & 12th
16th & 17th
20th & 21st
24th & 25th

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

July
3rd, 4th & 5th
8th, 9th & 10th
13th & 14th
18th & 19th
22nd & 23rd
30th & 31st

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer being the
best.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first Taurus and
then Capricorn.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members
born in this month of June.
Doug Byrom
June 27th
Donna Robert
June 7th
“Life is a story you write as you go. Your story
is uniquely you – interesting and inspiring and as
it continues unfolding, may it always be deeply
rewarding.”
Happy Birthday!

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JUNE 2017
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map; here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of June.
Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be near normal.
Our Average temperatures should range from 80
degrees in the north to 83 degrees in the south.
Our coolest June temperatures will be June 2nd &
3rd, 12th thru 14th, 18th thru 21st and 26th and 27th.
Our warmest June temperature will be June 1st, 5th
thru 10th, 17th & 18th and 24th and 25th. Areas of
showers and thunderstorms are to be expected at
about 3 to 5 day intervals. Expect severe weather
early in the month. Storms will be most numerous
along the Gulf Coast. There is a small chance for
a hurricane the last week of the month.
(Weather forecast taken from the 2017 Harris
Farmer’s Almanac)

ANNUAL SPRING PICNIC
The Astro Branch May meeting and Annual
Spring Picnic was held on Sunday, May 21, 2017
at the home of Tom Keepin and Peter Lloyd located
at 4513 Randwick Drive in Northwest Houston
off US 290 at Mangum Road. If we had been able
to order the kind of weather we wanted for this day
we would not have been able to conjure up a nicer
day. We had an early morning isolated shower at
Tom’s home a couple of hours before the festivities
began. This added a nice touch to the garden,
giving it an authentic tropical feel. The day was
mostly to partly cloudy with the sun popping in and
out along with a nice cool breeze out of the south.
Members started arriving about 12:30 bearing door
prizes and wonderful things to eat. We had about
25 members and guests attending. We visited,
toured Tom’s gardens and greenhouses and also
viewed the many collections in the house. There
was a fantastic array of pot luck dishes and desserts
to choose from….we all ate way too much. After
we had eaten our fill everyone gathered for a very,
very short business meeting and the Door Prize
Drawing. There were enough door prizes for us to
do two drawings. There were lots of beautiful
begonias and companion plants along with pots
and gardening tools. Attendees started gathering
their things and preparing to head for home about
4:00 – 4:15 P.M.
We had a very nice relaxed day in the garden,
visiting with all our friends and making new one’s
visiting with our visitors. We missed every one
that was unable to joins us, but we are looking
forward to seeing you at the June meeting.
Until we are together once again “Happy Growing
and Good Health to all”

TASTY TREATS
AND
COOL DRINKS
Each month at our meetings we are treated to
some very tasty treats and cool drinks to enjoy
during our meeting. These are provided by our
Hostesses and Hosts each month. The offerings
each month are always delicious and very much
appreciated by all….we may not always say it, but
THANK-YOU!
Please check with Kathleen Murphy our
Refreshment Chair to sign up for an upcoming
month. There are still openings to fill for the rest
of this year. Kathleen will be at this meeting and
she can also be reached by phone at 281-890-3323
or by e-mail at
kathleemurphy4959@sbcglobal.net.
We all enjoy the refreshments each month so
let’s all volunteer to help.
Thank-you!

Astro’s Annual Picnic at
the Home & Gardens of
Tom Keepin

Door Prize Table.

Group photo waiting for the Door
Prize Drawings to begin.

Susan Willis and her son James.

Brenda Andrews, Darrin Duling,
Cheryl Lenert, Lucy Melara &
Pat Hiscock.
Janet Carpenter & Bill Claybaugh

Annette Graham, John Cole,
Ann Stiefel Mike Polsek &
Guadalupe Hoelscher

Brenda Andrews & Tom Keepin

Door Prizes For
Everyone

Guest Mike Polsek with
Philodendron Selloum

Guest Annette Graham with
B. ‘Sophie Cecil’

Donna Williams with
B.’ White Ice’

Mel Babb with
B. ‘Louis Burke’

Johnny Williams with
B. ‘Sophie Cecil’

Brenda Andrews with
B. ‘Match Maker’
Kathleen Murphy with
B. ‘Foxy Lady’

