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The September 11, 2016 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center,
located at 1475 West Gray Street. We will meet
in The Green Room, located in the main lobby of
the Multi-Service Center. The doors will open at
1:00 P.M. We need to set up the room so if you
can arrive early (about 12:15 – 12:30) to help it
would be greatly appreciated..

Our Refreshment Host and Hostesses will be
Tom & Jane Anderson and Cheryl Lenert.

Vice-President Johnny Williams will preside
over this meeting. President Janet Carpenter,
Tom Keepin, Cheryl Lenert and Malcolm
McCorquodale will be attending the National
Convention  (‘Begonia  Magic’)  being  held  at  the
Ayers Hotel, Hawthorne CA. There will be a short
Business meeting to catch everyone up on what is
going on with the National Southwest Region and
the Astros.

Our Program this month will be a Begonia
Potting Party presented by Johnny Williams. If
you have begonias that are in need of help this is
your meeting. Members are requested to bring in
any begonias that need help, pruning shears, plant
labels, pencil, larger pots to pot up or smaller pots

if you think your plant needs to be down sized.
Johnny will have potting medium on hand for re-
potting. If your plant(s) just need to be shaped
please feel free to bring it or them in and share the
cuttings with other members attending.

This should be an interesting and informative
meeting.

We hope you will be able to attend….most of
your begonia friends will be there and the
Refreshment Committee will have lots of tasty
treats for you to enjoy.

Unfortunately there won’t be a Raffle Plant or
Name Tag Plant. If you would like to donate a
Door Prize that would be very nice and
appreciated.

See You There!



MINUTES OF THE
AUGUST 7, 2016 MEETNG

OF THE
ASTRO BRANCH

The August 7, 2016 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society was held
at West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475
West Gray Street in Activity Room 1.

President Janet Carpenter, called the meeting
to order at approximately 2:10 P.M. She thanked
the hosts/hostess who were Tom Keepin,
Malcolm McCorquodale and Donna Williams.
Next  meeting’s  host/hostesses  are  Cheryl  Lenert,
Jane and Tom Anderson.

Janet then introduced our two new members:
Eddie Litchfield and Debbie Peterson, both friends
of Midge Gorman. We also had other guests in
attendance. They were Kay Hoss, friend of Mel
Babb, and Susan Botts, friend of Cheryl Lenert.

The July 10 2016 meeting Minutes were
published in the “Chatter’ and were approved with
no corrections or additions.

Tom Keepin, treasurer reported that our
checking account is still healthy.

Janet then called on Vice President, Johnny
Williams, to speak to us about creating wire
baskets in which some of our begonias can be
grown. He had handouts describing how to make
these baskets. They can be lined with moss, weed
barrier, or coir mats and then filled with soil and
the plant of choice. These can be made relatively
inexpensively. Tom Keepin then demonstrated
how to create another type of hanging begonia
basket. He used a wooden slatted basket that is
used mainly for orchids. He put the addition of
two eye screws on one end, then lined the bottom
with screening (weed barrier could also be used).
He put some damp sphagnum in the bottom, then
placed the begonia in the pot at a slight tilt as the
basket will be hanging from its side. Additional
wet sphagnum moss was tightly placed around all
the remaining sides, then a 4 wire hanger was
fastened to the eye screws and baskets built in
loops for the hanger wires. Tom says these
hanging plants need to be watered every day and

they can be dunked into a bucket of water, then
allowed to drain before rehanging in their chosen
locations. The plant Tom demonstrated with was
a beautiful B. masoniana. Tom also passed out the
handouts he had prepared for our last meeting since
most members were not able to stay for that
meeting (due to being locked out of the building).

The next part of the meeting was our Plant
Swap. Each person stood up and explained a little
about the plant(s) they had brought. Tickets were
drawn and each person chose from a wonderful
array of plants on the table. Once all the tickets
had been drawn, we were free to randomly select
from the remaining plants.

The third part of the meeting was to vote on
the begonia drawings that had been brought back.
There were several and all were amazing! The
winners were: 1st Place – Eddie Litchfield, 2nd

Place – Janet Carpenter, 3rd Place – Mike Bragg.
Congratulations to all of you for a great job!
The winners were given gold dipped begonia
leaves as their prize.

Drawings were then done for two lovely
bromeliads. Winners were Cheryl Lenert and
Sandra Rigsby. Finally, the beautiful B.
masoniana that Tom mounted was won by Donna
Williams!

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Williams, Secretary



WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Please welcome our 2 new members and be
sure to add them to you Membership Roster

Eddie Litchfied
1505 Brookhollow Drive
Deer Park, TX 77536

Telephone: 281-479-6539
E-mail: edwina1505@comcast.net

Debbie Peterson
8503 Parmer Court
Houston, TX 77064

Telephone: 281-890-0811
E-mail: fgdebbie@gmail.com

Eddie and Debbie are close friends of Midge
Gorman. The first meeting they visited was our
July unscheduled picnic in the children’s play area.
They stayed the entire time and had fun with the
rest of us.

Welcome Eddie and Debbie we are proud to
have you as Astro Branch members.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR SEPTEMBER 2016

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of September.

Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be slightly below
normal. Our temperatures should average from
74 degrees in the North and 80 in the South. Our
coolest September temperatures will be September
4th thru 6th, 19th thru 23rd and 26th thru 30th. Our
warmest September temperatures will be
September 2nd & 3rd, 9th thru 16th and 25th. A
significant hurricane threat will be about
September 7th thru 10th and 15th thru 17th.
Otherwise, expect a few showers at about 4 day
intervals. Showers should be heaviest and most
numerous near the Gulf.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Birthday wishes go out to all our members
born in this moth of September.

Barbara Berg September 4th

Pat Perry September 1st

Debbie Peterson September 9th

Fukumki Smith September 12th

Noreen Tolman September 12th

Susan Willis September 30th

“Life is a story you write as you go. Your story is
uniquely you – interesting and inspiring and as it
continues unfolding, my it always be deeply
rewarding”.

Happy Birthday!



PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

September
6th & 7th Scorpio
11th & 12th Capricorn
15th & 16th Pisces
19th, 20th & 21st Taurus
24th & 25th Cancer

October
3rd, 4th & 5th Scorpio
8th, 9th & 10th Capricorn
13th & 14th Pisces
17th & 18th Taurus
21st & 22nd Cancer
30th & 31st Scorpio

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer being the
best.

Best Pruning for quick growth is first Taurus and
then Capricorn.

Growing Rexes

By Dinesh
The spectacular psychedelic foliage of rex

begonias will brighten up the house on even the
gloomiest day.

In some parts of the world, such as Australia,
seasons begin on the first day of a particular
calendar month - in March for autumn, June for
winter, September for spring and December for
summer. In other countries such as Britain,  it’s
accepted that the seasons begin on the dates that the
Earth passes four special points in its orbit about
the Sun.

Oh yeah, it is summer for us in Australia. We
had very mild spring and long winter last year. In
2015 my rexes were heavily affected by winter and
took so long to recover. Also early summer we
had some extreme hot days in Melbourne, when I
was just about to go for a holiday overseas.
Having a holiday in Asia and coming back home

last week I realized my plants had still survived.
They probably missed me but not terribly.
Flowerbeds in my front garden are still welcoming
me home. And my Rexes are still happy in the
greenhouse, and orchid species are still flowering.
Good to be back home again for our lovely
summer.

Among the various types of begonias, the
Rexes are some of the most beautiful and stunning
plants. One trait common to all rex begonias is
their showy foliage. Their leaves come in every
conceivable colour combination and pattern.
They also come in every size from miniatures to
dinner plate size leaves. There are also myriad
leaf shapes including spirals. It is commonly said
that there is no such thing as an ugly Rex begonia.
I find that to be true. Even non-gardeners find it
hard to walk past a well-grown Rex begonia
without stopping to OOH and AAH at it. Because
of their fabulous coloring, they are always a
showpiece. Rex begonias can be more
challenging than some other types but are worth the
effort and not really that hard if a few requirements
are met.

I would like to share some of my growing tips.
Because these are primarily foliage plants, careful
cultivation is a must to really realize their full
beauty. As with other begonias, the Rex and
foliage begonias enjoy the same humid, gentle
environment of understory ferns. Be especially
careful of directly spraying the leaves, as standing
water will encourage powdery mildew, which is a
disaster o n a plant. Rex Begonias enjoy
spending the summer in a shaded part of the
garden. Always be sure to check for insects and
pests and fertilize them in growing season at least
once a month.

(This article was taken from Begonia Australis
Journal of the Association of Australian Begonia
Societies Inc. March 2016 Volume 26 No. 1 page
19)



Tom Keepin demonstrating how to
 mount a rhizomatous begonia in a

12” slat orchid basket.

B. ‘Plum Gorgeous’ mounted in a
 12” slatted orchid basket.

Sandra Rigsby talking about the
 plants she brought for the Plant Swap.

Plants for the Plant Swap.



Business Meeting.

Calling the meeting to order.

Plants for the Plant Swap.

More  plants for the Plant Swap.



Mike Bragg’s drawing of
 B. ‘Palomar Price’ (left)

Third Place

Janet Carpenter’s drawing of
 B. scapigera (left) Second place

E. Litchfield’s drawing of
B. ‘Burning Bush’ (right)

First Place

WINNERS OF

THE DRAWING

YOUR BEGONIA

CONTEST
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Begonia pteridiformis (Begoniaceae), a new species from Thailand

1 Herbarium, Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Natural History Museum & Centre for Biodiversity of Peninsular Thailand (CBiPT),
Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai, Songkhla, Thailand 90112.
email: thamarat65 hotmail.com@

THAMARAT PHUTTHAI1 & KITICHATE SRIDITH1

ABSTRACT. Begonia pteridiformis Phutthai, a new species from Peninsular Thailand belonging to the section Parvibegonia, is
described and illustrated.

KEY WORDS: Begonia, new species, Thailand.

INTRODUCTION
The genus Begonia L. (Begoniaceae) is one

of the largest angiosperm genera, containing around
1,500 species. It is found in both the Neotropical
and Paleotropical regions, with 521 species recorded
from  Southeast  Asia  (Hughes,  2008).  The  first
treatment of Begonia in Thailand by Craib (1931)
reported 45 species, of which 22 were first described
by Craib himself. Hughes (2008) reported 49 species
from Thailand, of which 26 were endemic to the
country. Later, Phutthai et al. (2009), based on
extensive field surveys, added another 5 new species
records to the total. The genus is distributed widely
throughout Thailand and the present study is a
contribution towards a taxonomic account of the
genus for the country.

Begonia species in Thailand belong to 10
sections of the genus, i.e. Begonia sect. Diplocinium
(Lindl.)A.DC. (14 spp.),Begoniasect.Parvibegonia
A.DC. (10 spp.), Begonia sect. Platycentrum
(Klotzsch) A.DC. (6 spp.), Begonia sect.
Reichenheimia (Klotzsch) A.DC. (5 spp.), Begonia
sect. Sphenanthera (Hassk.) Warb. (5 spp.),
Begonia sect. Alicida C.B.Clarke (1 sp.), Begonia
sect. Heeringia Irmscher (1 sp.), Begonia sect.
Monophyllon A.DC. (1 sp.), Begonia sect.
Petermannia (Klotzsch) A.DC. (1 sp.), Begonia
sect. Tetraphila A.DC. (1 sp.) and another 4 species

that are unplaced to section (Doorenbos et al.,
1998; Hughes, 2008).

During field surveys of natural populations
of Begonia in Peninsular Thailand from June 2007
– December 2009, a new species of Begonia in sec-
tion Parvibegonia was discovered. This section of
Begonia contains 22 species, distributed from the
Himalayas to Indo-China and Malaysia (Doorenbos
et. al., 1998).

The new Begonia species clings to wet
limestone cliffs/wet rock crevices in deeply shaded
areas, and is probably endemic to the limestone
ranges in the provinces of Surat Thani, Phangnga
and Krabi, Peninsular Thailand.

DESCRIPTION

Begonia pteridiformis Phutthai, sp. nov., Sect.
Parvibegonia Begonia pteridiformis a. b omnibus
speciebus sectionis Parvibegoniae plantae in 8−30
foliis, antheris cordatiformi differt. Type: Thailand,
Phangnga, Nam Tok Manora Forest Park, 8º30´40˝N
98º32´28˝E, 31 July 2008, Phutthai 123 (holotype
BKF; isotypes PSU, E). Figs. 1−2.

Perennial monoecious herb, 12−25 cm tall,
whole plant covered with glandular hairs. Stems
succulent, glossy, suberect with 2−5 branches, dark



THAI FOREST BULLETIN (BOTANY) 3838

Figure 1. Begonia pteridiformis Phutthai: A. habit; B. glandular hair; C. staminate flower; D. pistillate flower; E. young fruit; F.
capsule; G. anther; H. stigma; I. placentation in ovary.
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red at base, turning pale green near the top; tubers
irregularly  heart­shaped  with  numerous  fibrous
roots, ca 5−13 mm in diam. Leaves all in the same
horizontal plane, alternate, 8−30 per plant, basifixed;
petioles  pale  red,  with  an  adaxial  groove,  1.5−3
mm long, leaf blade membranaceous, subsymmetric,
chartaceous when dry, adaxial surface with dense
glandular hairs, light green, glossy, iridescent,
abaxial surface with dense glandular hairs, pale
greenish white with red hyaline line along margin;
narrowly  lanceolate, 2−8 by 0.5−1 cm, base sub­
symmetric, truncate or subcordate, margin dentate,
apex caudate or more acuminate; midrib prominent
beneath, hairy; lateral veins 7–8 per side. Stipules
persistent, pale green, triangular or ovate-triangular
with sparse minute glandular hairs, ca 1 by 1 mm,
apex  acuminate,  margin  entire.  Inflorescences
terminal or at least near the apex, dichasial cymes,
bisexual, 1−3 branches, 0.5−2.5 cm long with 2−4
staminate  flowers  and  2  pistillate  flowers  per
branch;  staminate  flowers  opening  first;  bracts
deciduous, membranous, ovate-triangular, oblong,
ca 1−2 mm by 0.5−1 mm, apex acute, white, pale
green, glossy, margin sparsely ciliate; peduncle ca
0.5−1  cm  long;  terete,  pale  green,  glossy,  hairy.
Staminate  flowers  on  5−6  mm  long  pedicels,
sparsely hairy; tepals 4, plain white; outer 2 ovate
or obovate, ca 2 mm by 2−3 mm, apex acute, base
cuneate, margin entire, glabrous on both sides;
inner 2 oblanceolate, ca 2 mm by 1 mm, apex
obtuse, base cuneate, margin entire, glabrous on
both sides; androecium zygomorphic; shaped like a
bunch of bananas, stamens 10−12, yellow, filaments
ca 0.5 mm long, fused at the base, anthers cordate,
dehiscing by longitudinal slits, ca1 mm long.
Pistillate flowers: pedicels white, sparsely hairy, ca
5−6 mm  long;  tepals  5,  unequal;  oblanceolate  or
obovate, plain white, ca 2−3 mm by 1−2 mm, apex
rounded, base cuneate, margin entire, glabrous on
both sides; styles 2, fused at base, yellow, stigmatic
band kidney-shaped, papillose; ovary with 3
unequal wings, plain white, 2-locular with axile
placentation;  placentae  bifid.  Fruits:  pendulous,
creamy white, turning brown when dry, ca 15 mm
by 10−12 mm; capsules oblong, ca 4 mm by 1.5−2
mm abaxial wing obliquely triangular, ca 3 mm
long,  lateral wings  narrower,  triangular,  1−2 mm
long, ca 1/3 capsule length. Seeds numerous,
brown, ellipsoid.

Thailand.— PENINSULAR: Surat Thani
[Khao Sok National Park, 28 Aug. 1982, Shimizu,
Konta, Smitinand, Wongprasert & Sangkhachand
2883 (A); Ban Thakhun District, Khlong Saeng
Wildlife  Sanctuary,  9º1.4′N,  98º44.5′E,  6  Sept.
2008, Middleton, Triboun, Chamchumroon, Saengrit
& Simma 4303 (BKF, E)]; Phangnga [Nam Tok
Manora  Forest  Park,  8º30´40˝N  98º32´28˝E,  31
July 2008, Phutthai 123 (BKF, E, PSU); Wat Tham
Pha Phueng, 20 Nov. 2010, Phutthai 241 (BKF,
PSU)]; Krabi [Limestone hill in Mueang district,
19 Nov. 2010, Phutthai 236 (BKF, PSU)].

Distribution.— Endemic to Peninsular
Thailand.

Ecology.— On wet limestone in deeply
shaded areas in dry evergreen forest, at altitudes
from 30–100 m. Flowering May to November,
fruiting November to January.

Notes. — The new species belongs to
Begonia sect. Parvibegonia which has 23 species
in SE Asia, including this new species. It is charac-
teristic of the section in having a tuberous habit, 2
stigmas, 2-locular fruit with one enlarged wing,
and bifid placentae. It differs from all of the other
species in the section in having many leaves and in
its unusual habit. It is the large number of leaves
(8–30), their shape (narrowly lanceolate) and their
arrangement on the stem that makes it look, at first
glance, like a pinnate compound leaf of a common
fern. This makes it instantly distinguishable from
other Begonia  species  in  Thailand.  The  specific
epithet ‘pteridiformis’ is derived from this charac-
teristic leaf arrangement.
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Figure 2. Begonia pteridiformis Phutthai.: A−B. Habitat and habit; C. tuber; D. stipules and leaves phyllotaxy ; E−F. inflorescence;
G. staminate flowers; H. pistillate flower; I. capsule.
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