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ANNUAL PLANT SWAP
The August 5, 2016 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center located
at 1475 West Gray Street. We will meet in
Activity Room 1. The doors will open at 1:00
P.M. We need to set up the room so if you can
arrive early (about 12:15 – 12:30) to help that will
be a big help.
Our refreshment Hosts and Hostess will be
Donna Williams, Malcolm McCorquodale and
Tom Keepin.
President Janet Carpenter will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to catch everyone up on what is going on
with the National, Southwest Region and the
Astros.
Our Program will consist of 3 separate parts.
First: Johnny Williams and Tom Keepin will
show you a couple of ways to grow your begonias
as they might in the rain forest. Second: Those
who wish to participate in the “With An Artist’s
Eye” competition need to bring your entry or
entries (limit 2) to be judged. Please remember
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that you will be turning in an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of
paper with your drawing in and perhaps going
slightly out of the 4” x 6” rectangle you drew in the
center of your paper. Your drawing should not fill
the entire 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper. Third…The
most important part of our program is our Annual
Plant Swap. Our Annual Plant Swap is open to all
plants begonias are encouraged but are not the
primary plants for this part of the program. For
those who have not experienced our Annual Plant
Swap this is basically how it works. Members can
bring as many plants as they wish and will be asked
to talk about each one before the drawings begin.
Any of the plants left over must be taken home by
the member who brought them or given away.
Each member is given a raffle type ticket. When
your ticket is drawn you can choose any plant you
wish, when all the tickets have been drawn then the
plants that are left can be traded or given away.
This is always a lot of fun and we usually get quite
a few unusual plants brought in.
We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting and joining in the fun.
See You There!

MINUTES OF THE
JULY 10, 2016 MEETING
OF THE
ASTRO BRANCH
It was a lovely spring–like day with gentle
breezes…………….JUST KIDDING! It was hot
as blazes but the wind was quite welcome AND
there were two tables with covers over them that
provided shade.
What I’m describing is the July meeting of the
Astro Branch when the staff of the West Gray
Multi-Service Center forgot to show up and unlock
the doors. Despite many phone calls by Tom to
send someone out there, it didn’t happen.
Due to the extreme heat several members,
some of whom had driven quite long distances to
get there, gave up and went back home.
Those who remained were treated to a spread
of delicious food (prepared by our hostesses) as we
shared time at our serendipitous July picnic
There was no real business but Tom did give
us our intended handouts to add to our begonia
manuals and he gave us a brief history of the Astro
Branch.
Needless to say we stayed a relatively short
time before hurriedly walking to our
air-conditioned vehicles!
All in all it was
frustrating and disappointing but also delicious
and fun! No matter what the situation our
begonia friends are always happier for spending a
little time together.
Many thanks to our hostesses (and Tom) and
all who came out whether you were able to stay or
not.
August will be a different story…..we
promise!
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Williams
Secretary

APPOLOGY RECEIVED
AND
ACCEPTED
On Monday, July 11, 2016 I received an
e-mail from Charles French PRD at the West Gray
Multi-Service Center.
The e-mail read as follows:
“I want to apologize for the error in scheduling
this past Sunday. We simply failed to take note of
your e-mail below and make the necessary
adjustments in staff scheduling.
This error made its way to the director’s office and
I assured him that we will be taking steps so this
does not happen again. I want to make the same
assurance to you and the Begonia Society
Sincerely,
Chuck”

The note referenced above was letting them
know that we would not be in need of the Activity
Room on June 5, 2016 for our meeting as we were
having our Annual Spring Picnic on that day at my
home and would be back on the schedule on July
10, 2016.
I accepted the apology for the following
reason. In all the many years we have been
meeting in a City Facility this is only the second
time we have been unable to get in to the facility.
I will also confirm with Mr. French that we
will be meeting on the approved meeting days on
our schedule one week prior to each meeting.
I trust that things will run smoothly from this day
forward.
Tom

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
August
1st
9th, 10th & 11th
14th, 15th & 16th
19th & 20th
23rd & 24th
27th, 28th & 29th

Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

September
6th & 7th
11th & 12th
15th & 16th
19th, 20th &21st
24th & 25th

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

·

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.

·

Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

________________________________________

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR AUGUST 2016
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of August.
Our temperatures will be near normal and
our precipitation will be near normal. Our
temperatures should average from 77 degrees in
the North to 83 degrees in the South. Our coolest
August temperatures will be August 1st thru 3rd,
10th thru 12th, 17th thru 19th and 25th thru 28th. Our
warmest August temperatures will be 6th thru 9th,
14th thru 16th and 22nd thru 24th. There will be
areas of showers and thunderstorms at about 3 – 5
day intervals. There will be a relatively low
hurricane potential through mid-month, then the
threat will increase.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to our member born in
this month of August.
Brenda Andrews
Barbara Berg
Bill Claybaugh
Marion Claybaugh
Anna Belle Hicks
Gail MacGregor
Janice McPhee
Geanie Riggs
Tony Robert
Teresa See
Kay Veech

August 23rd
August 4th
August 10th
August 3rd
August 20th
August 22nd
August 26th
August 8th
August 13th
August 21st
August 19th

“Life is a story you write as you go. Your story is
uniquely you – interesting and inspiring and as it
continues unfolding, my it always be deeply
rewarding”.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

A Word with you:
Cutouts
By Claudia Goodridge, New Haven, CT
I used to love cutting snowflakes and paper dolls;
that was before technology uprooted reading and
crafts, but the pastime taught me much about
symmetry, and a little bit about daring. Fold that
paper and snip away. Cautious cuts often meant
nicely rounded, even voluptuous pieces; daring
cuts sometimes meant elaborate designs…and
other times disaster.
Mother Nature wielded her scissors with great
panache on her begonia leaves. Not exactly
snowflakes or paper dolls, but something
symmetrical, or nearly so, in lobed, cleft, and
parted leaves. The pieces she cut out and tossed
are the sinuses. The cuts can have even or uneven
edges. Even edges are incised; uneven ones are
lacerate almost as if Mother Nature had used her
pinking shears.
But back to lobed, cleft, and parted. Visualize
cuts of 1/3 (the cautious ones), 2/3, or almost 3/3
(the daring ones) of the distance from the leaf edge
to the stem. The 1/3 cuts are lobed, as in B
bowerae or B oxyloba. The 2/3 cuts are cleft,
such as B. deliciosa, B talinensis, B. heracleifilia
(which Mark Tebbitt characterizes as lobed from
1/3 – 4/5 of the blade length). Parted leaves are
cut almost to the stem, such as B. diadema, B.
crassicaulis, B pedatifida.
Not all begonia
literature makes these three distinctions, but when
they do, the vocabulary is useful.
Mother Nature had fun with her scissors and
created some beautiful leaves in the process.
(This article was taken from the Begonian Volume
78 May/June 2011 page 86)

________________________________
GETTING THE GREENHOUSE
READY FOR WINTER
Do you depend on your greenhouse to keep your
Begonias from freezing? Here are some steps you

can take to make their winter inside more carefree.
l. Check heater, thermostats, fans several weeks
before the first freeze to allow time for repairs.
Do you have back-up sources of heat?
2. Remove shade cloth.
3. With all plants out, hose down the greenhouse,
inside and out, with detergent. Include benches
and floor. Leave the suds on for a few minutes
before rinsing.
4. If mildew has been a problem, try spraying all
interior surfaces with Lysol; and/or blow a small
amount (fistful or less) of sulphur into the air.
Other helps with mildew; increase light raise heat.
5. Before bringing plants in, wash them with soap
(Safer’s or Ivory Liquid). Wipe off pots. Many
growers repot at this time, too.
You’re off to a good clean start.
(This article was taken from the Begonian Volume
54 September/October 1987 page 130)

__________________________________
B. bipinnatifida
By Linda Tamblyn, Merriam, KS
A native of New Guinea, B. bipinnatifida is also
known as the Fernleaf Begonia. Pinnate means
that there are leaflets on both sides of a common
petiole, like a feather. Ad “bi” to the front of that
and the leaflets double. Begonia leaves with this
are also called parted. In his book, “Begonias”,
Mark Tebbitt lists bipinnatifida in the section
Petermannia which, has about 200 described
species and countless undescribed species. He
says that this group is unusual in that on any given
plant the female flowers open first. In most other
sections just the opposite is true. A few other
plants in the section Petermannia include B.
amphioxus, B. clororsticta, B. isopteran, B
polilloenisis and B serratipetala.
(This article was taken from the Begonian Volume
78 May/June 2011 page 87.)

Chatting after lunch.
(L. To R.) Tony Robert, Jim Willis
(Susan’s son) Sandra Rigsby & Susan Willis

(L. To R.) Debbie Peterson, Johnny
Williams, Cheryl Lenert, Midge Gorman,
Eddie Litchfield & Tom Keepin

B. ‘Dragon Wing’ underplanted
with Dicondra ‘Argentea’,
Also known as ‘Silver Dicondra.’

(L. To R.) Malcolm McCorquodale, Debbie
Peterson, Johnny Williams, Chery Lenert,
Kathleen Murphy, Tony Robert, Eddie
Litchfield & Midge Gorman.

(L. To R.) Mel Babb &
Donna Wiliams

