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ANNUAL SPRING PICNIC
The June 5, 2016 meeting of the Astro Branch
of The American Begonia Society will be held at
the Home of Tom Keepin and Peter Lloyd located
at 4513 Randwick Drive (in Northwest Houston at
290 and Magnum Road). This will be our Annual
Spring Picnic. Unless something urgent comes up
that we absolutely have to talk about there will be
no Business Meeting and no Program. Members
are welcome to arrive at 1:00 P.M. The Hostess
Chair will arrive early to help get the kitchen set up
to receive your goodies.
The plan is for everyone to come and relax in the
spacious garden, eat delicious food and enjoy
chatting and laughing with our begonia friends.
The entrée for this event will be rotisserie chicken
from Sam’s, attendees will provide the appetizers,
sides and desserts. There will be Door Prizes
there, but if you are out shopping at your favorite
nursery or garden center and you see a plant or
plant related item that you think someone would
like, please feel free to pick it up to donate to the
Door Prize Table.

On your list of things to bring to the picnic please
add your favorite lawn chair and your name tag.
We have several new members and there will be
guests attending also. If you were not at the May
meeting when the list was passed around for sides
and desserts please give Kathleen Murphy, a call
at 281-890-3323 or drop her an email at
kathleemurphy4959@sbcglobal.net to either let
her know that you will be attending and what you
will be bringing or to inquire as to what she might
need to complete the menu. Drinks are covered
unless there is a specific soft drink you prefer. In
this case you are free to bring it with you.
We are looking forward to a fun afternoon and
hope to see you there! Please make plans to join
us.

MINUTES OF THE May 1, 2016
MONTHLY MEETING
The May 1, 2016 meeting of the Astro Branch
of The American Begonia Society was held at the
West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475
West Gray Street in Activity Room 1. President
Janet Carpenter called the meeting to order at 2:00
P.M. President Carpenter thanked our hostesses
who were Brenda Andrews, Faye Stansberry
and Irene Bragg. Janet also thanked Tom who
brought chocolate covered peanut butter balls.
The Minutes from the April meeting were
published in The Begonia Chatter and were
approved with no changes.
In the Treasurer’s report Tom Keepin said we
still continue to have a healthy balance.
Sunshine chair, Ruby Lewellyn asked if we
knew of anyone who needed a card. We all signed
a ‘Thinking of You card for Fukumi Smith because
we really miss seeing her at our meetings.
The Begonias of the Month were brought by
Tom Keepin and were B. ‘Lalomie’ and B.
‘Cowardly Lion’. B. ‘Lalomie was hybridized in
Texas and makes a good “mother” plant. B.
‘Cowardly Lion’ was hybridized in South Florida
and makes a good “father” plant. Tom used both
of these plants using B. ‘Lalomie’ as the seed
parent (mom) and B. ‘Cowardly Lion’ as the pollen
parent (dad). Tom showed us three of the “babies
from the cross. They were all really beautiful little
plants. He said pick the group of flowers and
make the cross twice a day (morning and evening)
for three consecutive days. Once the female
flower is pollinated the flower will close up.
Our Program was a Terrarium Party and was
presented by Janet Carpenter, Johnny Williams,
Jane Anderson and Cheryl Lenert.
Janet
Carpenter began by passing around a handout she
prepared which described the process of growing
begonias in a terrariums. Janet also brought B.
‘Tiger Kitten’, B. prismatocarpa, B. ‘Millie
Thompson and B. U-074 and passed them around
for all to see. Janet uses horticultural charcoal and
chopped sphagnum moss for her terrariums.
Johnny Williams then told us that he uses
horticultural charcoal and chopped sphagnum

moss, sometimes adding a little perlite. Johnny
also fertilizes at ½ strength every time he waters.
He adds 1/8 teaspoon of Super Thrive to each
gallon of fertilizer water. Cheryl added that when
spraying the terrariums it helps to use a round top
when you have plants that don’t like to get water
on their leaves. The condensation will roll down
the sides of the round top. Jane Anderson mixes
horticultural charcoal, vermiculite and perlite.
She put chopped sphagnum moss around the sides
of the bottom and just a little in the center. Then
she puts her soil mix in the center and sets the
plants on the soil. She then adds more sphagnum
moss. When planting rhizomes they should be
positioned so that the plant will grow from the
outside to the center. She and Cheryl Lenert
demonstrated with a B rajah that Ruby had brought
and this plant was then added to the raffle table.
Jane brought B. ‘Peridot’, B. polilloensis, B rajah,
B. ‘African Violet and B. ‘Queen Olympus’. She
showed us that when she brings home a new
terrarium plant she doesn’t repot it but sets it in a
terrarium until it gets adjusted to her house. She
does, however, plant cuttings right away. She
buys bowls and domes at Party City
Cheryl Lenert gave us a warning about
handling glass bowls as one can be seriously
injured if they break. They should never be
picked up the rim and when washing, should be
rolled to wash and dump out the water. She also
said that terrariums should be planted with just a
small amount of soil. It should not be mounded
up so that the plant is raised up high in the
container. The terrariums should not get too wet.
If too much water is present, blot it with paper
towels until the excess is removed.
After the program Tom gave us a challenge.
We are to take a begonia-any one we like-and sit
and study it carefully (even with a magnifying
glass). Then we should walk away for a bit.
Next we are to draw it onto a paper (he gave us the
paper which had a 4 x 6 rectangle drawn in the
center). The drawing must fit inside this rectangle
(but may go slightly outside for effect). The
drawing must be done with a #2 pencil. The
drawing does not have to be botanically correct; in
fact: we can exaggerate some features. Once
done, we should go over the drawing with a good
pen with black ink and erase the pencil marks.

The drawings should have our name and the name
of the begonia on them and should be brought back
to the August 3, 2016 meeting. We may do up to
two of them to turn in. He gave us a handout
describing the procedure to be used.
Next President Carpenter announced that the
June meeting will be a picnic at Tom’s home. A
sign-up sheet for food was passed around. The
club will furnish the Rotisserie Chickens as the
main dish.
The drawings were done with the following results.
Door Prize:
B. ‘Diana Pink’ – won by John Cole
Nephrolepis ‘Fishtail’ – won by Ruby Lewellyn
Raffle Drawing:
B. ‘Cowardly Lion’ – won by Jane Anderson
B. rajah –was won by Glenda Perry
B. ‘Big’ was won by Glenda Perry
Name Tag:
B. ‘Kristy’ – won by Kathleen Murphy
B. ‘Matchmaker’ – won by Brenda Andrews
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Williams, Secretary

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
June
2nd & 3rd
6th, 7th & 8th
16th & 17th
21st & 22nd
25th, 26th & 27th
30th

Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus

July
1st
4th & 5th
13th, 14th & 15th
18th & 19th
23rd & 24th
27th & 28th
31st

Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

·

·

Planting and Transplanting are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

________________________________________

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JUNE 2016
According to the United States Weather
Service Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of June.
Our temperatures will be
slightly above normal and our precipitation will be
near normal. Our temperatures should average
from 80 degrees in the North to 84 degrees in the
South. Our coolest June temperatures will be June
2nd thru 6th, 15th thru 17th, 23rd thru 25th and 29th &
30th. Our warmest June temperatures will be June
3rd thru 5th, 12th thru 14th, 24th & 25th and 30th &
31st. There will be frequent isolated showers near
the Gulf. Otherwise there will be scattered
showers and thunderstorms at 3 to 5 day intervals.
There will be an increased hurricane threat at
month’s end.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to our members born
in this month of June.
Doug Byrom
Donna McGraw
Donna Robert

June 27th
June 12th
June 7th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been and to look
forward to the special times the future holds for
you.”
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
________________________________________

A Word With You: Toothless
By Claudia Goodridge, New Haven, CT
Teeth or no teeth, that is the question. Last time
we looked at leaves with teeth; this time those
without. Last time my need to visualize the terms
took me to the tool box – and saws and potential
weapons. But leaves without teeth take me to the
linen or clothes closets; think pillow cases, ruffled
curtains, frilly little garments – they can be entire,
undulate, or crispate.
If the edge of the leaf is even, or in
botanispeak the margin is entire there are no teeth,
no ripples, folds, or other interruptions. The edge
is smooth, even, entire. My thesaurus adds whole,
inclusive, holistic, universal. What a way to
express that visual. If only the margins of life
were entire, but that’s another subject. For those
of us who like the tailored look, pillowcase and
curtain edges are probably entire, as are the edges
of shirts, pants and jackets. Begonias with entire
margins include B. longipetiolata, B. ampla, B.
salaziensis, and B. dregei (sometimes).
A leaf/margin edge can also wave a bit; if it
does, it’s undulate, from the Latin undare, to rise in
waves. With this one we leave the tailored and
move into a more decorative edge, like a lightly
shirred or gathered edge on a curtain or pillow, as

in B. amphioxus, B. angularis, B. capanemae, B.
conchifolia and B. cubensis.
Last, but not least, is the frilliest, dare I say
the most feminine edge, a crispate edge/margin.
From the Latin crispus, or curly, this one is more
tightly shirred or curled edge. Think of café’
curtains tightly packed on a rod, or some frilly
garment reserved for fun in the sun. Peak season
leaf lettuce also has great crispate leaves. So do
B. ‘Crestabruchii and B. ‘La Cresta’ though I
wouldn’t want them in my salads. I’m guessing,
but the names probably came from the frilly,
crispate edges.
So now, reading a begonia description
without any pictures, visuals come to mind making
my understanding of this vast field of vocabulary
just a little richer. And trips to the leafy green part
of the supermarket leave me enjoying those leaves
in a different way as well. Look around –
examples abound.
(This article was taken from the March/April
2011 Begonian Volume 78 pages 52 and 53)

B. ‘Buttercup’

Planting material used by Jane Anderson
for terrariums.

Jane Anderson’s planting

Terrariums brought in by
Jane Anderson for demonstrations.

mixture put together.

B. rajah

B. rajah

B. rajah

Demonstration plants
and terrariums.

Cuttings of B. peridot
B. prismatacarpa

B. ‘Queen Olympus’

B. ‘Pink African Violet’

(Left) B. ‘Lalomie, seed parent
(Right) B. Cowardly Lion’ pollen parent
for a cross made by Tom Keepin.

Geanie Riggs, Midge Gorman &
Susan Willis (l . to r.) holding
begonia memorabilia.

Gail Warren showing her
begonia spirit!

John Cole holding B. ‘Coccinea’
Door prize.

Janet Carpenter showing off three
of Tom Keepin’s new hybrids

.

Cheryl Lenert holding
B. ‘African Violet’.

Jane Anderson with Raffle Plant
B. ‘Cowardly Lion’

Brenda Andrews with Name Tag
Plant: B. ‘Matchmaker’

Irene Bragg with Door Prize
amaranthus

Glenda Perry with Raffle Plant
B. ‘Big’ semperflorens

Kathleen Murphy with Name Tag
Plant B. ‘Kristy’

Ruby Lewellyn with Door Prize
Nephrolepis ‘Fishtail fern’

Directions to 4513 Randwick Drive
713-299-2661

610 North - exit 610 North at 290 West (remember you must be in the
right two lanes to exit onto 290). Stay to the right on the flyover
and take the first exit which is Magnum Rd. Right on Magnum Rd.
and then a quick right on Randwick. 4513 is six houses on the
right.

610 West - stay to the right after T.C. Jester exit. Exit 290 / Magnum
Road. Stay to the right on the ramp to Magnum Rd. Right on
Magnum Rd. and a quick right on Randwick Drive.

290 South – Exit Magnum Rd. ( Magnum Rd exit is between I10 exit
and 610 exit.) Left on Magnum Rd. and go under 290. Randwick
Drive is the first street on the right.

