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PLACE: West Gray Multi-Service Center
PROGRAM:
Preparing A Prop Box
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PREPARING AND PLANTING
A PROPAGATION BOX
The February 7, 2016 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi Service Center located
at 1475 West Gray Street. We will meet in
Activity Room 2. The doors will open at 1:00
P.M.
Our Refreshment Hostesses’ for this meeting
will be Elaine Riquelmy, Donna McGraw and
Donna Williams.
President Janet Carpenter will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to catch everyone up on what is going on
with the Southwest Region and the Astros.
Our Program this meeting will be Preparing
and Planting A Propagation Box and will be
given by Donna Williams and Tom Keepin.
Donna Williams will demonstrate what we like to
call the Fukumi Method of propagating
rhizomatous begonias. Tom will show you how
to prepare a plastic storage box to be used to
propagate rhizomatous and or terrarium begonias.

We would like members to bring in rhizomatous
leaves and or rhizomes named if they still have
their name tags. If not we can still use them
unnamed for this purpose. We will provide clam
shells, planting medium, pencils and plant labels.
We would like for you to bring with you a pair of
scissors labeled with your name so they don’t all
get mixed up. We will have sanitary wipes to
wipe them down for sanitation purposes.
We realize that this will be Super Bowl
Weekend so we will get you on your way home in
plenty of time for Kick-Off. We will have our
usual drawings and our Refreshment Hostesses
will have lots of tasty treats to tempt our taste buds
and cool drinks to wash them down.
See You There!

MINUTES OF THE
JANUARY 10, 2016
MONTHLY MEETING
The January 10, 2016 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society was held
at West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475
West Gray Street in Activity Room 2. President
Janet Carpenter called the meeting to order at 2:10
P.M. Janet thanked our hostesses who were:
Geanie Riggs, Gail Warren and Kathleen
Murphy for the delightful array go goodies to
munch on. Hospitality Chair Kathleen Murphy,
passed around a sign-up sheet for people to sign up
for future meetings. In February our refreshment
hostesses will be Elaine Riquelmy, Donna
McGraw and Donna Williams.
Minutes from the December meeting and
Christmas Party were published in The Begonia
Chatter and were approved with no changes.
In the Treasurer’s Report Tom Keepin reported we
continue to keep a healthy balance.
Sunshine Chair, Ruby Lewellyn, had cards
for us to sign. They were for Cheryl Lenert,
Rafael Melara, Fukumi Smith and Fred and
Francis Bones.
The Begonia of the Month was B. adscendens
which was brought by Tom Keepin. The plant
was grown from a cutting from Dinesh
Sembukuttarachshi of Noble Park, North Australia
who got the plant at the convention in Boston. B.
adscendens originated in the Himalayas of India
and was first discovered in 1890. Tom also
brought an unusual B. burkillii which has ½ of the
leaf green and the other ½ half red. This plant was
also grown from a cutting from Dinesh. Both
plants were interesting and beautiful.
Vice President, Johnny Williams then
introduced and gave our program which was “A
Begonia Cutting Session.” Johnny and other
members, Janet Carpenter, Pat Hiscock, Donna
and Tony Robert, brought in begonias that were in
need of pruning. Johnny demonstrated and then
each contributor made the cuts on their begonias
and distributed the cuttings to members who
wanted them. Tom had brought pots /w soil, extra
pruners, plant labels and pencils. ils. Everyone

took and “stuck” cuttings of the begonias they
liked and then took them home to grow in their
own gardens. We all went home with a new
bunch of beautiful babies!
The drawings were then done with the following
results.
Door Prize:
A Crinum Lily – won by Malcolm McCorquodale
B, ‘Santa Cruz Sunset’ - won by Marla Cork
Bromeliad ‘Delmar’ - won by Donna Robert
Raffle:
B. ‘Brazilian Lady’ – won by Malcolm
McCorquodale
b. ‘Orpha C, Fox’ – won by Gail Warren
Pot hangers – won by Susan Willis
Name Tag:
b. ‘Russian Sabers’ – won by Gail Warren
B. ‘Down Home’ – won by Ruby Lewellyn
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Donna Williams, Secretary
________________________________________

SPRING BRANCH
AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB
Spring 2016 Judged Show and Sale
Saturday, March 5 Plant Sale: 9:00-5:00
Saturday, March 5 Plant Show: 1:00-5:00
Sunday, March 6 Plant Show and Sale:
10:00-3:00
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Houston, Texas 77004
Free Workshops will be held both days:
10:00 on Saturday
11:00 on Sunday

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
February
1st & 2nd
5th, 6th & 7th
10th & 11th
14th & 15
18th & 19th

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

March
4th & 5th
8th & 9th
12th & 13th
16th, 17th & 18th
26th, 27th & 28th
31st

Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn

·

·

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR FEBRUARY 2016
According to the United States Weather
Service Houston and surrounding area falls in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of February.
Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be near normal.
Our
temperatures should average from 39 degrees in
the North and 52 degrees in the South. Our
coolest temperatures for February will be February
1st & 2nd, 5th thru 8th, 12th thru 16th, 19th thru 23rd
and 27 thru 29th.
Our warmest February
temperatures will be February 3rd & 4th, 10th & 11th,
18th and 25th & 26th. There will be very heavy
precipitation in spots. There will also be large
temperature changes.
________________________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members
born in this month of February.
Jane Anderson
Orval Love
Molly Reed
Ken Gardner

February 23rd
February 29th
February 9th
February 29th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends. To
look back on where you’ve been and to look
forward to special times the future holds for you.”
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

The Pollinators
Peter Sharp
Sydney, Australia
To me the most fascinating part of gardening is
propagation, the creation of new life, as it were.
This taking and starting cuttings is most certainly
an intriguing and rewarding experience but my
favorite thing is to see my begonias setting seed, to
see the tepals curl and the ovaries swell, the fruit
set and mature, with eventually a multitude of tiny,
tiny seeds there for the taking.
I well remember the first time I saw this
happening. My begonias were in the bush house,
a very rough first bush house I must admit, but
sufficed, and Begonia listada, whose wondrously
beautiful leaves beguile me still, sat on the bench
and dutifully came into flower. A week or so
passed and one morning I saw the tepals of some of
those flowers were curling up and looking most
unhealthy. What had I done wrong? I was bereft
to think that I had perhaps failed in my husbandry
but a knowing friend assured me that my listada
was about to become a parent. Oh joyful day!
The seeds eventually were gathered and sown and
germinated to produce a great crop of seedlings, far
too many in that one small punnet, of course, but
this is the way we learn.
Then of course my enquiring mind wondered how
this had happened?
I know that my listada produced both male and
female flowers on the one plant and I wondered
what had moved the pollen from stamen to stigma
or had it simply floated there on a wayward breeze.
Research into what references I could find revealed
some interesting facts:
Pollinators can range from animals, birds and
insects to wind and water.
The animals and insects all need an attractant and
an incentive to arrive at the right flower at the right
time. The attractant may be scent, color, pattern
or familiar appearance, or combinations of these;
the incentive is usually food, nectar and/or pollen
as eat-in or takeaway or maybe both.
Begonias obviously have a few problems here.
Many of them have no scent, none of them produce
nectar, and pollen is produced by the male flower
at a distance from the female. Many of their
flowers are far from flamboyant enough to

compete with the tropical plants amongst which
they live. I believe that the shapes, colors and
patterns of their foliage perhaps help to produce
the necessary visual impact to attract a passing
pollinator.
The begonias we grow are far from their native
habitats and of course their natural pollinators were
left behind when their forebears were collected, so
they must rely on what we have available. Bees
come immediately to mind, for they are both nectar
and pollen gatherers. Another problem for our
begonias-how to get the bees to visit the female
flowers which have neither nectar nor pollen to
offer? Nature to the rescue, as usual, for she has
so designed the begonia stamens as to resemble
closely the pollen producing stigmas of the males,
thus fooling the bees into thinking that more pollen
may be collected there. I have indeed watched the
bees doing just this, visiting both sexes without
discrimination.
The other likely pollinator is, to my mind, the wind
which could surely lift a cloud of pollen and spread
it throughout the surrounding flowers.
To get the timing right for either of these likely
pollinators to achieve pollination is a hit or miss
operation and frequent bee visitations are viable
breezes are the order of the day. They must get it
right sometimes!
However, the surest way to pollinate your begonia
flowers is to do it yourself. This is a simple
operation and consists of passing the male flower’s
stamen across the top of the female’s stigma,
gently now but ensure that contact is made. The
presence of pollen may be detected by shaking a
male flower and looking for a small cloud of
yellow pollen but I must admit to having difficulty
with this and seldom sight that elusive, precious
substance. Hand pollination should be repeated
over a period of several days when the pollen is
showing, and it is advisable to use several male
flowers to ensure success.
(This article was taken from the Begonian Volume
79 January/February 2012 Issue pages 14 and 15)

Geanie Riggs watching Tom Keepin
prune ‘B. Avalanche’

Tom Keepin helping members
to put down their cuttings.

Pictures from the Astro’s
January 2015 Meeting.

Busy at work!

Janet Carpenter holding ‘B Avalanche’

Anna Belle Nicks working
on her cuttings.

Dona Robert with
bromeliad ‘ Delmar’

Ruby Lewellyn with
B. ‘Down Home’

Malcolm McCorquodale
with crinum lily.

Marla Cork with
B. ‘Santa Cruz Sunset’

Gail Warren with
B. ‘Orpha C. Fox’

Malcolm McCorquodale
with B. Brazilian Lady’

Pat Hiscock putting down
her cuttings.
Midge Gorman getting
her cuttings ready.

Donna Williams preparing her cuttings.

Sandra Rigsby & Faye Stansberry
busy with their cuttings.

Ruby Lewellyn & Elaine Riquelmy
conferring on their cuttings.

A fresh pile of cuttings.

Vice President Johnny Williams
demonstrating pruning
“William’s Style”

Tom Keepin grooming B. ‘Avalanche’
for Pat Hiscock.

Vice President Johnny Williams
cutting back another begonia.

Tom Keepin & Johnny Williams
answering questions.

