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LATE SUMMER
BEGONIA DOG SHOW
The September 6, 2015 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the Judson Robinson Community Center,
located at 2020 Hermann Drive. The doors will
open at 1:00 P.M. We will be in the smaller room
(once called the projection room) behind the largest
room with the kitchen.
Our Refreshment Host and Hostesses’ for this
meeting will be Tom & Jane Anderson and
Cheryl Lenert
President Janet Carpenter will preside over
this meeting. There will be a business meeting to
catch everyone up on what is going on in the
Southwest Region, National and the Astros. It
may be a little longer than normal due to not having
a business meeting at the August meeting.
Our Program this month will be our Late
Summer Begonia Dog Show. It is no secret that
we have had a very unusual year so far. First we
had an extended spring, lots of rain then multiple
days of triple digit temperatures actual and heat
index that made it feel hotter. In short we are now
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in the Dog Days of Summer. We can all agree that
we have not had the most ideal conditions for
growing begonias. Fortunately the triple digit
temperatures are behind us. We are sure that all
our members have plants that look dog tired and/or
are ready to roll over and play dead (if they haven’t
already). Members are asked to bring a plant or two
for this program. Our plan is to go plant by plant
and discuss with the grower how and where the
plant was grown and what it looked like when it
was happy in the spring. Also it’s name if it is
unrecognizable. If you have a plant that made it
through and looks nice feel free to bring it along.
We feel this will be a good learning and fun
experience rolled into one.
We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting. We will have our Name Tag Plants,
Raffle Plants and perhaps a Door Prize (we never
know until the day of the meeting). The weather
forecasters are saying we should have a very nice
day for our meeting on Sunday. If you have never
been to this meeting location please give Tom a call
at 713-686-8539 and he can give you directions.
See You There!

MINUTES OF THE
AUGUST 2, 2015
MEETING
The August 2, 2015 meeting of the Astro Branch
of the American Begonia Society was held at the
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center located at
2020 Hermann Drive in a slightly smaller activity
room. The meeting was called to order by Vice
President Johnny Williams. Johnny thanked our
Refreshment Host and Hostesses Donna and Tony
Robert, Molly Reed and Susan Daugherty.

members. Johnny had each member come up and
tell about what they brought. Then tickets were
drawn and all those lovely plants were
redistributed to new homes. It was a fun meeting.
As we had no Name Tag Plant, Raffle, or Door
Prizes the meeting was adjourned at the conclusion
of the Plant Swap, at 3:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Williams
________________________________________

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

We had one guest who was a previous member –
Teresa See. We were all happy to see Teresa
again.

September
The minutes from the July meeting were published
in the Begonia Chatter. Johnny asked if there
were any corrections or additions and there were
none.
We did not have a treasurer’s report as Tom Keepin
was attending the ABS National Convention
‘Begonia Revolution 2015’ located in Natick, MA
(45 minutes from Boston).
Ruby Lewellyn, Sunshine Chair, asked if anyone
knew of someone who needed a get will or
celebratory card. Ruby had a “thinking of you “
card to pass around for all to sign for Pat Perry.
Since Tom, Cheryl, Janet and Kathleen were in
Natick, MA attending the ABS National
Convention ‘Begonia Revolution’ and not at this
meeting we did not have the usual business
meeting.
However, under “new business” Tony Robert told
us of a notice he had seen in the Houston Chronicle
which stated that Tony Collins of the San Jacinto
Branch of the ABS would be speaking about
begonias at Clear Lake Park in Seabrook. This
will take place on August 19 (Wednesday) at 10:00
A.M. Some of our members may want to attend.
Our program was the Annual Plant Swap and we
had many lovely plants that were brought in by our
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·

Planting and Transplanting are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.

·

Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR SEPTEMBER 2015

Growing Begonias
In Hanging Baskets
By Greg Sytch

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surround area fall in Region
7 of the National Weather Map. Here is what they
predict our weather will be like for the month of
September.
Our temperatures will slightly above normal
and our precipitation will be slightly below normal.
Our temperatures should average from 74 degrees
in the North to 80 degrees in the South. Our
coolest September temperatures for September will
be September 3rd thru 7th, 12th thru 16th, 19th thru
21st and 27th thru 29th. Our warmest September
temperatures will be September 1st & 2nd, 9th thru
11th, 18th and 24th thru 26th.
Our potential for a hurricane peaks about
September 12th thru 15th. There will be a few
showers and thunderstorms at about 3 to 5 day
intervals over most of the area. There will be
frequent thundershowers along the Gulf.
________________________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday whishes go out to all our
members born in this month of September.
Pat Perry
Noreen Tolman
Kenny Wilkerson
Susan Willis

September 1st
September 12th
September 8th
September 30th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been and to look
forward to the special times the future holds for
you.”

Begonias make superb candidates for hanging
containers. However, some varieties are better
suited for this style of growing. Choose begonias
that are natural spreaders, that arch outwards, or
that have blooms that hang down.
The first step in growing begonias in baskets
is to prepare the container. I have found that
begonias generally do not like the self-watering
pots on the market, because they hold too much
water in the pot, which may cause root rot.
Instead, I like to use wide, shallow baskets, and
thin plastic works better for me than the thicker
plastic.
Soil should be light in weight, porous, and not
compact easily. This is the only time that growing
in a heavier mix may be allowed, because a
suspended container will dry out quicker than one
sitting on a bench or windowsill. Think about
weight, however, because you may have to move
the plant at a time when it has been watered
thoroughly.
The hanging basket may also need to be
watered more often, since it dries out rapidly.
Many growers remove the saucers that come
attached to plastic baskets, especially when
growing outside. If you use the saucer, always
make sure water does not sit in it.
Now comes the fun: choosing your basket
plants.
For quick, dramatic baskets, I love to use
canes that grow compactly. Since they are usually
higher up in the growing area, they receive more
light and grow more quickly. Cane begonias
classified as low growing or intermediate work
best, or any cane that arches naturally. Some
varieties I have been successful with include the
following:
‘Black Jack’: thick, dark, cut chocolate
leaves with red reverse and huge fragrant clusters
of rose-colored flowers. The stems arch without
any effort on your part.
‘Nokomis’: classified as a Superba’-and it
can get huge if grown upright in a pot-when pruned

early the branches will cascade outwards. The
leaves, a rich green, are heavily splashed with
silver and the fragrant pink blooms hang easily.
‘Anna Christine’:
beautifully ruffled
midnight-black leaves are highlighted with a deep
red reverse. Considered compact, it blooms
anytime with lightly fragrant rose-red flowers.
Trailing-Scandent begonias are a natural for
baskets, and there is not much to be said other than
they are at home growing in this fashion.
Many of the shrub-like begonias are stunning
in baskets. Some of the best are:
echinosepala: spreading species from Brazil
with thin, glossy green leaves and arching stems.
The massive displays of fragrant white flowers
occur all year, but the plant may rest after a heavy
blooming.
‘Caravan’: felted dark bronze leaves with a
cream mid-stripe highlight the red reverse. A
spreader, it naturally grows outwards to form a full
basket, but can drape over the rim with age. The
beautiful pinkish-white fragrant blooms appear
anytime.
Reality is that any begonia may be grown in a
basket, but pay attention to their special needs
while suspended and you can have gorgeous
specimens in no time at all. Enjoy begonia
baskets, and utilize that often-wasted space up high
in your growing area.
(This article was taken from the Begonian Volume
62 July-August 1995 Pages 118 & 119)
________________________________________

B. ‘Mickey’s Pride’
By Barry Mann
In 1992 when Dot and I visited the home of
Mickey Meyer in Tathra, New South Wales, we
spied this little beauty amongst the many other
wonderful begonias in her collection. I was midautumn and the small plant had only two tiny
leaves, but that was enough to see that this one was
something special. As winter was approaching
Mickey willingly gave us a leaf and asked that we
test grow it for her.

Unfortunately, as we were packing up to leave
the leaf was accidentally dropped and stood on!
Regardless, we carried this leaf with us for four
more days, until we finally arrived home from our
journey.
Dot immediately put this poor crushed and
battered leaf down in her usual medium and you
guessed it, shortly after new plantlets emerged.
By early spring we had a fine specimen plant
(meanwhile Mickey’s parent plant succumbed to
the unusual severely cold winter in her region).
Over the past two years we have test grown
the begonia for Mickey, and at the recent
Association of Australian Begonia Societies
Convention at Easter, 1995, this hybrid was
introduced to the delegates with several small
plants being given to some of those attending (one
to American delegate Tom Keepin). Hopefully,
through this distribution this hybrid will find it way
into many collections. It certainly deserves to live
after having survived the very small space between
a slab of concrete pavement and someone’s leathersoled size nines (guess who?)
Hybridizer Mickey Meyer of New South
Wales, Australia, is familiar to ABS members
through her Round Robin letters, seed donations to
our seed fund, and lovely begonias we’ve frown
from her seed.
Description:
rhizomatous, compact growth. Leaf size 10” x
8”, cleft, double spiral, acuminate , margins
undulate, serrate-ciliate. Surface silver sheen,
pinky-mauve splashed deep green, veins bright
green, reverse pink. Has not yet flowered
(This article was taken from the Begonian Volume
62 July August 1995 pages 120 and 121)
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BEGONIA REVOLUTION 2015
July 29th - August 2nd
Natick, MA

Best of Show
B. ‘Marmaduke’

B. paulensis

Bloom stalk of B. paulensis

B. phuthoensis

Best of Division- Windowsill Grown
B. ‘His Majesty’

Best of Division
Rhizomatous unidentified

Sweepstakes - Best of Division
Wall pocket B. ‘Hugh McLauclan’

Best of Division
Rhizomatous
B. ‘Phoe’s Cleo’

Best of Division
Rex Cultorum
B. ‘Green Fudor’

B. ‘Cathedral’

B. ‘Fudor’

New Introduction
B. ‘Fire Breathing Dragon’

New Introduction
B. ‘Diamond Swirl’

B. ‘Wanda Macnair’
B. ‘Peter Sharp’

B. ‘Salamaner’

Begonia collection more than one variety

Begonia Paintings by
Johanna Kitson

Begonia collection
B. chloresticta

B. bogneri

Begonia collection

