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ANNUAL CUTTING PARTY
The January 4, 2015 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open a 1:00
P.M. President Janet Carpenter will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to keep us all up to date on what is going
on with the Astros, Southwest Region and
National.
Our Refreshment Hostesses for this meeting
will be Faye Stansberry, Janet Carpenter and
Kathleen Murphy.
At this meeting we will start enforcing our
rules for the Name Tag Drawings. No Name Tag
No Ticket. If you have lost or the dog ate your
name tag please let Tom know (PRIOR TO
MEETING DAY) that you need a new name tag.
Our program this month will be our Annual
Cutting Party. Please dress more casually than
usual as you will be getting your hands dirty.
Members are requested to bring named cuttings of
Cane-like, Shrub-like and Thick-stemmed. If
you have any Rhizomatous that you would like to

bring leaves or rhizomes of please feel free. We
will have prepared containers on hand to put them
down. Remember! All you are asked to bring is
named cuttings. Pots, soil, pencils, labels, plant
trays and a place to grow them will be provided.
Just for your information! As luck may have it
our meeting falls on the first day the moon is in
Cancer. As you may recall, Cancer is the best
Moon Sign for planting and transplanting.
As for our Shade Plant and Begonia of the
Month, please feel free to bring in one or both to
show off to the group.
We will have our Name Tag Plants and Raffle
Plants and perhaps a Door Prize (we never know
until the day of the meeting).
Our Hostesses will have lots of good treats to
tempt us and your friends will be there to chat with.
See You There!

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
PARTY RECAP
On Sunday December 7, 2014 the Annual
Christmas Party for the Astro Branch of The
American Begonia Society was held in the
Gymnasium of the West Gray Multi-Service
Center, located at 1475 West Gray Street. The
doors were opened at 12:00 P.M. to make
everything ready. Tables and chairs were quickly
put into place and the food and gifts started
arriving. Members participating in the Christmas
Table Decoration Contest were busy getting their
tables ready for the judges, and the food kept
arriving. Most everyone had arrived at 1:30 P.M.
and the gifts were in their places and the feast
covered several tables. The Astro’s are blessed
with some very good cooks. Members were
socializing and munching on appetizers, while our
judges Mary Hughes and her son Andy Hughes
were carefully scrutinizing the table decoration
entries. When Mary and Andy completed their
task the Christmas Feast was underway. Our only
business for this event was our Installation of
Officers for 2015 & 2016. Our Installation of
Offices was skillfully handled by Cheryl Lenert.
Cheryl began by thanking our officers that were
retiring from their positions for a job well done and
they were President Susan Daugherty and
Secretary Debra Norris. Cheryl also thanked the
officers either moving up or remaining in their
position. Our officers for 2015 & 2016 are Janet
Carpenter-President,
Johnny
Williams-Vice
President, Donna Williams-Secretary and Tom

Keepin-Treasurer and National Director. We
took a very short break to get set up for the
drawings and for members to get another piece of
dessert and/or something else to drink. Our new
Vice-President Johnny Williams aided by
President Janet Carpenter went over the rules and
began drawing tickets for the Exchange Gifts.
This went very smoothly with members drawing a
new ticket before they selected their gift. When
they returned to their seats they unwrapped their
gifts and showed them off proudly. Moving right
along the Door Prize tickets were drawn. The
only thing different about this drawing was
members were asked to make sure they held on to
their ticket, because once all the Door Prizes were
given away the same ticket would be used for the
Plants on the Sign-In Table. All the drawing went
smoothly and were completed in record time. We
finished at a little after 4:00 P.M. All the gifts
brought in were indeed wrapped and the quality of
the Exchange Gifts and Door Prizes was
exceptional. Everyone was pleased with what
they received. Members socialized a little while
longer, then started sharing left-overs with other
members and getting their things to their cars.
Outside the weather was warm and sunny and
inside of the gymnasium warm and friendly
contact with lots of visiting and laughing. A
wonderful time was had by all that attended.
We hope that everyone had a very Merry
Christmas and we really look forward to seeing
all of you in the New Year to learn a lot more about
our favorite plant…..Begonias!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
January 2015
1st
4th, 5th & 6th
14th, 15th & 16th
19th & 20th
23rd & 24th
27th & 28th
February
1st & 2nd
11th & 12th
15th & 16th
19th & 20th
23rd & 24th
28th
·

·

Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

________________________________________

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JANUARY 2015
According to the United States Weather Service
Houston and surrounding area fall in Region 7 of
the National Weather Map. Here is what they
predict our weather will be like for the month of
January 2015.
Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be above normal.
Our
temperatures should average 35 degrees in the
North and to 39 degrees in the South. Our coolest
temperatures for January will be January 1st thru
3rd, 7th thru 11th, 17th thru 20th and 28th thru 31st.
Our warmest January temperatures will be January
5th & 6th, 13th thru 16th and 22nd thru 26th. There
will be a good chance for mainly rain over the
southern half of the region and rain and snow in the
northern half of the region about January 1st, 6th
thru 9th, 16th thru 18th and 27th thru 30th. There is
only a slight chance for severe weather in the south
and it will be windy over the entire region.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to our members born
in this month of January.
Leigh Boyer
Marilyn Jones Chapman
Susan Daugherty
Charles Jaros
Cheryl Lenert
Ruby Lewellyn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Debbie Perillo

January 16th
January 30th
January 27th
January 26th
January 24th
January 2nd
January 17th
January 23rd

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been and to look
forward to the special times the future holds for
you”.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

PLANT RICHES
By Phyllis Bates
There was a red gleam against the gray gravel.
As I tidied the sales area at the Palomar Branch’s
Show and Sale in August, 1989, I stooped to
investigate. A rex begonia leaf had become
detached from its plant and either was discarded or
fell to the ground under the sale table. I tossed the
other bits I had cleaned into the trash, but this
particular leaf I laid aside in my knitting tote – it
seemed too nice to throw away.
I didn’t think of it again until the next
morning. Yes, it was too nice to throw away. It
was worth an attempt at propagation. I put it in a
bowl of cool water. For a prop box I drew from
my stash of recyclables a clean plastic clam shell
that hat once contained muffins from the bakery.
I stirred a mixture of about equal parts potting soil
and perlite together, and moistened it lightly. A
layer about an inch or so deep went into the clam
shell to “age”.
Later that afternoon I dried the leaf on a paper
towel. Then I cut the rex leaf into wedges with a
vein running down the center of each one. I
inserted the wedges into the medium with the end
that had been closest to the center vein or stem
pointed downward. I made sure the top snapped
securely into place and put the prop box on the
light table.
Occasionally I looked at the clam shell and
was heartened to see the little plantlets forming.
At a convenient moment sometime near
Thanksgiving I removed the little plantlets
carefully and put them into individual pots. I used
the same potting medium as before and I put the
pots into a taller box (a rigid clear plastic sweater
box) to allow more head room. There were 15
little plants. Already they were showing some
color variation.
Since I had seen that the leaf wedges were
firm and had tiny roots. I had tried to remove the
plantlets so that the wedges were disturbed as little
as possible, I added a little moist potting soil to fill
in a few gaps and sprayed lightly with dilute
fertilizer. The prop box went back on the light
table, alongside the sweater box.

Like most people during the busy weeks in
December I didn’t pay much attention to the plants.
The light table is in the garage, and the only heat is
that from the sun on the roof and from the
fluorescent fixtures. The weather in January was
decidedly on the chilly side. Temperatures were
in the forties and fifties for a large part of the time.
So I was surprised when I inspected in late January
to find that the little plantlets in the sweater box
needed to be moved to larger pots. A whole new
set of plantlets were touching the cover of the clam
shell prop box. So I transplanted and now had
two set in sweater boxes. The wedges still looked
firm, so I felt challenged to see how far I could
carry this procedure. The clam shell was handled
in the same manner as before.
By April the first set of plantlets was too big
to remain in the box. The plants went into 4 inch
pots and on to the window sill in the garage. They
were not all alike, some being silvery and some red
on maroon background, and some of the leaves had
more rippled blades. The second set of plantlets
were now moving into bigger pots, and the little
ones in the clam shell were touching the top. I
decided to take their pictures and then I repeated
the removal of the plantlets from the wedges as
before.
There were not quite so many plantlets at this
third removal, now, almost a month later, I can see
half a dozen plantlets forming on the wedges and,
unless something disrupts, I foresee removing
them and carrying on a fifth group. Who could
predict that being on the show clean-up committee
would bring such riches?
(This article was taken from The Begonian
Volume 58 January-February 1991 Issue pages 31
and 32)

Pat Hiscok displaying her
exchange gift - ‘Pear of Life’.

Lucy Melara unwrapping her
exchange gift - European tree.

(Left to right) Susan Daugherty,
Jane Anderson & Leigh Boyer
applauding Malcolm’s pink flamingo

Astro Branch’s
Annual Christmas Party

Kathleen Murphy showing off her
exchange gift - a Chritmas cactus.

Tom Keepin showing off his
exchange gift - a pink cyclamen.

Annual Table
Decoration Contest
By Jane Anderson - First Place

By Susan Dauherty - Third Place

By Kathleen Murphy

By Midge Gorman
By Tom Keepin - Second Place

Members enjoying the
Christmas Party!

Great door prizes.

More members enjoying the
Christmas Party!

Susan Daugherty with her
Christmas table decoration.

Jane Anderson opening
her Door Prize.

Installation of new officers.

Susan Daugherty chatting
With Leigh Boyer

Susan Willis with Exchange Gift

Leigh Boyer choosing her
Exchange Gift

Paul Downey selecting his
Exchange Gift

Brenda Andrews unwrapping her
Exchange Gift with help from
her grandson, John Cole.
Andy Hughes sporting his
Grinch tee shirt!

