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MOON SIGNS, WINTERIZING,
PREPARING A PLANT FOR

SHOWING AND MORE

The October 5, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open at 1:00
P.M. President Susan Daugherty will preside
over this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to keep us all up to date on what is going
on with the Astros, Southwest Region and
National.

Our Refreshment Hostesses for this meeting
will be Pat Hiscock, Glenda Perry and Sandra
Rigsby.

Our Program this month will be a potpourri
of different topics. The topics we will be
discussing this month are: ‘Begonia & Shade
Loving Plants of the Month’ (what is involved),
Making ‘Cuttings along with Planting &
Transplanting our begonias by Moon Signs’
(published each month), ‘Preparing Our Plants for
Winter’  and  ‘Choosing  A  Plant  for  the  Regional
Show coming up this Spring and Grooming It’ and

perhaps a couple more if time permits. We have a
couple of members that have volunteered to
present Begonia and Shade Loving Plants for this
meeting. This should be another very interesting
program and should promote input from all
members attending. We will have or Name Tag
Plants, Raffle Plants and perhaps a Door Prize (we
never know until meeting day). Our Refreshment
Hostesses will have lots of tasty treats on hand to
tempt our taste buds and lots of cool drinks to wash
them down.

We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting.

See you there!



MINUTES OF THE
SEPTEMBER 7, 2014

MEETING OF THE ASTRO BRANCH

The September 7, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was
called to order at 2:05 P.M. by President, Susan
Daugherty. Our meeting was held at the West
Gray Multi-Purpose Center in The Green Room
located at 1475 West Gray Street.

Janet Carpenter (for Kathleen Murphy)
thanked our refreshment host/hostesses who were
Shirll Manes & Jane and Tom Anderson. Next
meeting our refreshment hostesses will be Pat
Hiscock, Glenda Perry and Sandra Rigsby.

The minutes from the August meeting were
approved as written in the Begonia Chatter.

In  the  Treasurer’s  Report  Tom  told  us  that
plus had been purchased from Harmony Foliage
for the Annual Business meeting in Fort Worth.
These were used in the Plant Swap there.
Attendees could purchase a maximum of 2 tickets
each for $10.00. The earnings were donated to
the Begonia Collection. The extra plugs are being
grown out by Tom for future club events. Tom
also told us that $100.00 each for the three new
branches was given by the Tom Keepin Branch
Start-Up Fund.

Tom let us know that Bobbie Price from the
Fort Worth Botanical Gardens had oral surgery
recently so a card was passed around for all to sign.
Bobbie is extremely helpful in working with our
club and the Begonia Greenhouses.
Under Old Business: Shirll Manes brought pots to
give away. Tom Anderson made a CD of the
Annual Business Meeting held in Fort Worth.
President Susan Daugherty, offered to loan her
copy to anyone who would like to look at it.
Under New Business: Cheryl Lenert announced
that the Southwest Region Get-Together for 2015
will probably be held in mid-May, but exact dates
are forthcoming.
Our guest was Grant Cole, a grandson of Brenda
Andrews. We also welcomed new member,
Connie Kelley.

Many members contributed to the Plant Share
and Companion Plant portion of the program and

some of these were plants to share with the
program.

The program was ‘All  About  Miniatures’
and given by Cheryl Lenert. She discussed
small-growing and other begonias requiring a
contained atmosphere, and demonstrated a couple
of different potting and propagation techniques.
Resulting terrariums of  B. peridot and B. ‘Royal
Luster’  were  added  to  the  Door  Prize  plants.
After this the floor was opened up for plant
swapping and refreshments.
Our drawing for Name Tag, Door Prize, and Raffle
Plants resulted in the following winners:

Door Prize:
B. ‘Royal  Luster’ - won by Donna & Johnny
Williams
B. peridot ???????
Discocactus romulosus – won by Molly Reed

Raffle:
B. ‘Torch - Won by Sandra Rigsby (via Glenda
Perry)
B. ‘Dianna Pink” – won by Jane Anderson

Name Tag:
B. ‘Snow Capped’ – won by Shirll Manes
B. ‘Orpha C. Fox’ – won by Paul Downey

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:15
P.M.

Respectfully submitted
Donna Williams
(for Debra Norris, Secretary)



WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Please welcome our new member to the Astro
Branch. Please be sure to add her to your
Membership Roster.

Donna McGraw
22026 Glenmont Estates Blvd.

Magnolia, TX 77355-3867
Telephone: 281-376-2923

E-mail: donnamcg@charter.net

Donna  is  a  former  member  Astro’s  and  has
returned. Donna brought a majority of the
terrariums Cheryl talked about at the September 7,
2014 meeting.

Welcome back Donna!

________________________________________

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

October
2nd & 3rd Capricorn
6th & 7th Pisces
10th & 11th Taurus
14th, 15th & 16th Cancer
24th, 25th & 26th Scorpio
29th & 20th Capricorn

November
2nd & 3rd Pisces
6th, 7th & 8th Taurus
11th & 12th Cancer
21st & 22nd Scorpio
25th & 26th Capricorn
29th & 30th Pisces

· Planting & Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.

· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR OCTOBER 2014

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of October 2014.

Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be near normal.
Our temperatures should average from 62 degrees
in the north to 68 degrees in the south. Our
coolest temperatures will be October 10th thru 13th,
18th thru 22nd and 31st. Our warmest
temperatures will be October 4th thru 8th, 15th thru
17th and 24th thru 28th. We will have a much lower
hurricane threat this month. There will be a
moderate potential for scattered showers and
thunderstorms about October 9 thru 11th, 17th thru
20th and 30th & 31st, especially in the north. There
will be isolated showers and thunderstorms
possible at any time.
________________________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Birthday wishes go out to all our members
born in this month of October.

Martha Burg October 29th

John A. Cole October 1st

Kathleen Murphy October 3rd

Debra Norris October 17th

Kim Clark Renteria October 5th

Sandra Rigsby October 30th

Johnny Williams October 10th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To  look back on where you’ve been, and  to  look
forward to the special times the future holds for
you”

Happy Birthday!



SPRING BRANCH
AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB

FALL SALE

The Spring Branch African Violet Club will
be holding their Annual Fall Sale at Judson
Robinson Jr. Community Center, located at 2020
Hermann Drive. Hermann Drive is the street that
runs behind where the old Houston Garden Center
once stood (not thru the park). Judson Robinson Jr.
Community Center will be located on your right
had side. The sale schedule is:
Saturday, October 4th from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Sunday, October 5th from 10 A.M. to 3 P.M.

If you have time please stop by and see them
you will not be disappointed, they usually have lots
of African Violets as well as other Gesneriads for
sale. This is only a sale, their Show and Sale will
be in March.

The Mercer Society
Autumn Plant Sale & Market

Saturday, October 4th

Featuring orchids sponsored by the Houston
Orchid Society, camellias and hundreds of other
species to plant in the fall for spring bloom

Plus several vendors with unique garden-related
items for sale.

Showcasing  our  collection  of  “Mercer  Grown”
plants for sale. Our on-site grower and corps of
volunteers are tending to our private nursery stock
to bring you the very best quality in both
distinctive and popular plants

Proceeds benefit the Gardens!

Plant Sale & Market will be held in the west
side Arboretum.

Members are invited to shop early beginning
at 9:30 A.M.

General Public: 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P. M.

Brad Thompson Hybrids
We Grow & Love

Afternoon Delight (1990) - Cane-like
B. ‘Lenore Oliver x B. albo picta
It has dark green leaves with silver spots with a
wavy edge. Flowers are dark pink and it’s a
heavy bloomer Low growing begonia that makes a
great basket. Easy to grow.

Anaconda (1993) - Rhizomatous
B. ‘Peggy Frost x B. Dr. Cleo seedling
Large green star-type with black markings.
Flowers are pink and plentiful and are carried on
tall stems. Leaves can reach dinner plate size.

Arabian Sunset (1990) – Mallet Cane-like
B. ‘Shalimar x B. U062
Has black leaf with redish cast, red backed. The
flowers are two-toned rose and white. Low to
medium growing. Similar to other mallets as far as
mildew. May have die back in winter if not
protected

Dangling Pearls (1990) – Cane-like
B. ‘Lenore Oliver x B. albo picta
Has very black small leaves with some small spots
and bed back. Flowers are pure white. It’s
nearly ever-blooming and a heavy bloomer.
Makes an excellent basket and is low growing.

Little Miss Mummy (1992) – Cane-like
Has small black serrated leaves with raised white
dots covering the surface. Flowers are large
cream to white on long petioles. Makes a
compact and full basket or upright. Nearly perfect
plant, doesn’t drop leaves, doesn’t get mildew, and
grows full. Somewhat shy bloomer but makes up
for it with its perfect look and bumpy leaves.

Peppermint Promises (1992) – Cane-like
B. ‘Jumbo Jet’ x B. ‘Phil’ cane
Has small medium green leaves. Flowers are
various shades of pink and white. Low growing
and full upright.

(The above information was taken from Bradbook
1999 – updated list of Brad Thompson hybrids )



B. ‘Torch’ won by Sandra Rigsby
(via Glenda Perry)

Name Tag Plant - B. “Snow Capped’
won by Shirll Manes

Raffle winner Jane Anderson
with B. ‘Dianna Pink’

Jane Anderson helping Cheryl Lenert
prepare for Cheryl’s program

Terrariums provided by Donna McGraw



Cheryl Lenert demonstrating
how to make a terrarium.

An unknown rex

B. perdot

Members looking at B. Eclipse



A mixed terrarium

Member Brenda Andrews with grandsons
John Andrew Cole (left) & Grant Cole)

Terrariums for program

Gail McGregor with B. Boomer

A small 4” B. Boomers



Janet Carpenter discussing her plant

Everyone!

President Susan Daughaty conducting
the Business Meeting

Brenda Andrews talking about her B. Eclipse




