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ALL ABOUT MINIATURES
The September 7, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open a 1:00 P.M.
President Susan Daugherty will preside over this
meeting. There will be a short business meeting to
keep us all up to date on what is going on with the
Astros, Southwest Region and
National.
Our Refreshment Host and Hostesses for this
meeting will be Jane & Tom Anderson and
Shirll Manes.
Our Program this meeting will be All About
Miniatures. We will explore ways to grow them
along with demonstrations and discussion with
Cheryl Lenert. Please bring any small growing or
other begonias requiring contained atmosphere
care for repotting and sharing at the meeting.

Next Meeting:
DATE:
September 7, 2014
TIME:
2:00 PM
PLACE: West Gray Multi-Purpose Cntr
PROGRAM: All About Miniatures

www.begoniahouston.org
Bring plants and any containers for yourself and/or
to share. Also if you have any of your begonias
that are doing exceptionally well please feel free
to bring it or them in to show off to the other
members. We are also interested in seeing and
hearing about your favorite Shade Loving Plants.
This should be a very interesting program as this
is an area of begonias Cheryl Lenert is very
interested in. We will have our Name Tag Plants,
our Raffle Plants and perhaps a Door Prize (we
never know until meeting day). Our Refreshment
Host and Hostesses will have lots of tasty treats on
hand to tempt our taste buds and lots of cool drinks
to wash them down.
We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting.
See you there!

MINUTES OF THE
AUGUST 3, 2014
MEETING OF THE ASTRO BRANCH
The August 3, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was
called to order at 2:10 P.M. by President Susan
Daugherty. Our meeting was held at the West
Gray Multi-Purpose Center in Activity Room 1
located at 1475 West Gray Street.
Susan
thanked
our
Refreshment
Hosts/hostesses who were Donna & Tony Robert
and Donna & Johnny Williams for the wonderful
array of treats they provided for this meeting.
Next meeting our Refreshment Host/hostesses will
be Tom & Jane Anderson and Shirll Manes.
The minutes from the July 6, 2014 meeting
were approved as written with one notation. B.
‘Matchmaker’ was hybridized by Walter Dworkin
not Astro member Virginia Kettler. Tom Keepin
gave the Treasurer’s Report stating that the Astro
Checking account is still very healthy.
There was no “Old” business for discussion.
Under New Business, Tom told us about
being in contact with Walter Dworkin (as he
mentioned in The Begonia Chatter). Walter is
searching for cuttings from some of his own
hybrids and others and is planning to begin
hybridizing once again. He would like to trade
cuttings with our club. Mr. Dworkin is also
planning to start registering his hybrids that have
been in cultivation for a long time and have never
before been registered.
Susan then asked if there was anyone to send
card to and no names were mentioned.
The following companion and begonia plants
were exhibited. They were: B pseudo-lubbersii
and B. Pink Minx’ brought in by Malcolm
McCorquodale. Shirll Manes reported that B.
‘West Texas Blizzard is doing extremely well after
having been pruned by Jane Anderson.
The meeting was then turned over to VicePresident Janet Carpenter who asked each person
who brought a “Swap plant” to stand up and tell us
about the plant(s). Following this, tickets were
drawn and members selected a new plant to take
home with them. This was repeated until all the
tickets had been drawn. Then the floor was

opened and members were allowed to freely swap
until all the plants were claimed. Everyone went
home very happy and with lots of new plants for
their collections.
We then had our drawing for Name Tag, Door
Prize, and Raffle Plants and the winners are as
follows:
Door Prize:
B. ‘Torch’ – won by Elaine Riquelmy
Raffle:
B. ‘Orange Rubra’ – won by Johnny Williams
B. ‘Martin’s Mystery’ – won by Gary Moffett
Name Tag:
B. ‘Burning Bush’ – won by Tony Robert
B. ‘Jean Pernot’ – won by Janet Carpenter
The meeting was adjourned at approximately
3:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Donna Williams (for Debra Norris, Secretary)
________________________________________
WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Please welcome our new member to the Astro
Branch. Please be sure to add her to your
Membership Roster.
Connie Kelley
14781 Memorial Drive #98
Houston, TX 77079
Telephone: 281-777-3084
E-mail: ckelley0702@hotmail.com
Connie is a close friend of Gail Warren (new
member from Huntsville. Connie loves begonias
and is very anxious to learn all she can. Connie
along with Gail Warren and Geanie Riggs attended
the Annual Business Meeting in Fort Worth.
Welcome Connie to the Astro Branch. We
are pleased to have you as a member of the Astro‘s.

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
September
1st
4th & 5th
8th & 9th
13th & 14th
17th, 18th & 19th
27 & 28th
October
2nd & 3rd
6th & 7th
10th & 11th
14th, 15th & 16th
24th, 25th & 26th
`
29th & 30th
·
·

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn

Planting & Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR SEPTEMBER 2014
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of September 2014.
Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be near normal.
Our temperatures should average from 74 degrees
in the North to 80 degrees in the South. Our
coolest temperatures will September 2nd & 3rd, 10th
& 11th, 18th thru 21st and 27th thru 30th. Our
warmest temperatures will be September 6th & 7th,
15th thru 17th and 25th & 26th. We will have a
higher than normal hurricane threat, especially
September 10th thru 14th. There will be scattered
thunderstorms at any time along the Gulf. There
will be locally heavy rainfall. Elsewhere, there
will be showers and thunderstorms expected at
about 4 day intervals.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members
born in this month of September.
Barbara Berg
Pat Perry
Fukumi Smith
Noreen Tolman
Kenny Wilkerson
Susan Willis

September 4th
September 1st
September 12th
September 12th
September 8th
September 30th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been, and to look
forward to the special time the future hold for
you”
Happy Birthday!
________________________________________

AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 2014
&
A TRIP TO BEGONIA HEAVEN
The Annual Business Meeting of the
American Begonia Society was held in Fort Worth,
Texas on August 22nd & 23rd 2014.
Accommodations were at the Hilton Garden Inn in
the Fort Worth Medical Center (just 8 minutes
from the Fort Worth Botanical Gardens). The
travel day for this meeting was August 21st. There
were 42 American Begonia Society members
attending this meeting. On Friday, August 22nd
everyone met in the lobby of the hotel to get
instructions on carpooling to the Gardens.
Members from outside Texas rode with Texas
members who drove. It ended up that we did a
caravan for the short drive to the Gardens. As we
walked to the greenhouse where the Begonia
Collection is housed there was a lot of excited
chatter. As they entered the collection greenhouse
it got noticeably quiet as they walked through the
door. Most had never seen the collection or had
not seen it in many years. In a word, they were
overwhelmed. There were volunteers from the

collection and society members there to walk
around with the guests and make any cuttings they
wished to have. A nice surprise was that there
were 4 and 6 inch pots of begonias for sale also.
The Fall Sale for the collection is coming up very
soon and they chose to sell some of their plant to
us.
The excitement level rose.
As noon
approached guests got their cuttings and plants
together and put them where they could retrieve
them after the luncheon and business meeting.
The Garden’s Restaurant was just a very short walk
away. The luncheon was served promptly and
everyone enjoyed it. With lunch completed there
was a small auction of absolutely beautiful
begonias donated by Harmony Foliage, Inc. in
Sorrento, Florida. As I said the plants were
absolutely beautiful and the bidding was intense.
The proceeds were donated to the Begonia
Collection in the amount of $500.00. We had a
short break to visit Mother Nature. When all had
reassembled for the meeting the head of the Fort
Worth Botanical Society spoke to us to give us a
good report on the standing of the collection. The
meeting was then called to order. The minutes
from the business meeting in Shreveport, LA were
read, because when the meeting took place the
deadline for the Begonian had already past. The
highlite of the meeting was when Branch Relations
Director, Tom Keepin introduced and presented
Charters for three new ABS Branches. The first
was the Florida West Coast Begonia Branch
organized by Greg Sytch. Charles Jaros accepted
the Charter and start up monies from the ABS
($35.00) and the Tom Keepin Branch Start-up
Fund ($100.00). Charles will be attending their
meeting on September 8th to present it to them in
person. Second was the North Central Louisiana
Branch organized by Freda Holley. Freda was on
hand to accept the charter and the two checks.
Third was the Louisiana E-Branch organized by
Freda Holley. Freda was there to accept the
Charter and the two checks. Branch reports that
were received via E-mail or snail-mail were read
and others attending gave their Annual Branch
Reports. The actual minutes of this meeting will
officially appear in the Begonian. When the
Annual Business Meeting was adjourned we all
went back to the Begonia collection shopped a little
more and were given instructions to be in the hotel

lobby at 9 A.M. to board the bus for Steve’s
Leave’s then headed for the hotel.
On Friday morning August 23rd everyone was
in the lobby anxious to make the trip to Lewisville,
Texas and Steve’s Leaves. We had a fabulous
driver and we got there in no time with Don Miller
on board to help with the directions. When we
arrived we were given a little history of Steve’s
Leaves and what to expect in the way of prices.
The excitement was building and everyone was
anxious to get inside. As it was at the Begonia
Collection the sheer number of begonias in one
place was overwhelming. Once we took that all in
it was serious shopping time and I do mean serious.
Box after box of begonias were filled along with
other tropicals, but the begonias were predominate
in each box. We left Steve’s Leaves at 12 noon
and had a wonderful BBQ lunch at a local
restaurant. Then it was back to the hotel. On the
way back we were given instructions about the
Plant-Swap that evening. We were to meet at the
Board Room by the elevators at 6:30 P.M. We did
and at that time we were able to purchase a
maximum of 2 tickets for $10.00 each (which gave
us 2 - 6 packs of begonia plugs when our numbers
were called). There was time to look over what
was available and hope to have our numbers called
early on. It was a lot of fun choosing and when all
the numbers were called we had our pencils and
plant tags in hand and started trading plugs with the
others participating. Everyone left with a very
nice variety of begonias to add to their collections.
The plugs were purchased by the Astro Branch and
proceeds ($400.00) will be donated to the Begonia
Collection.
After we straightened up the
Boardroom we headed to the hotel restaurant for an
adult beverage and a bit to eat. The Annual
Business Meeting of the American Begonia
Society was officially ended. In closing the hotel
was wonderful. We have never stayed in a hotel
where the staff was so friendly and helpful.
Everyone attending had a wonderful time and will
remember for a very long time to come their trip to:
FORT WORTH, TEXAS &
BEGONIA HEAVEN
Tom Keepin

Begonia Collection at Fort Worth Botanical Gardens

Annual Business Meeting
with Introduction of Three New Branches

Field Trip To Lewisville, Texas
To Visit Steve’s Leaves

Steve Rosenbaum, owner

Annual Business Meet Finally
Begonia Plant Swap

Astro’s August 2014
Monthly Meeting and
Annual Plant Swap

… more plants for the plant swap

Plants for the plant swap

Nice selection of plants for the plant swap.

Christmas cactus for swap

….even more plants for the plants swap
Begonia baskets for Cheryl Lenert’s
Garden Club Program on 8-5-14

Gail MacGregor discussing her swap plants.
Cheryl Lenert talking about one of
the plants she brought to swap.

Fukumi Smith discussing the violet
she brought to swap.

Cheryl, Tom & Susan
preparing for the meeting.

Tom Keepin telling about his plant
he brought to the swap.

Midge Gorman talking about her swap plant

Brenda Andrews discussing her swap plant.

Raffle plant winner Gary Moffett
with B. ‘Martin’s Mystery’

Door prize winner Elaine Riquelmy
with B. ‘Torch’

Name tag winner Janet Carpenter
with B. Jean Pernot’

Name tag winner Tony Robert
with B. ‘Burning Bush’.

Raffle winner Johnny Willaims
with B. ‘ Orange Ruba’.

Socializing before the August meeting
comes to order.

Johnny Williams discussing
his swap plants.

Wendy Robbins talking about the
begonia she brought to swap.

Sandra Rigsby discussing the plants
she brought to swap.

Ruby Lewellyn discussing the
Plants she brought to swap.

Pat Hiscock talking about the
Bromeliad she brought.

