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OLD-FASHIONED
REVIVAL MEETING
The June 1, 2014 meeting of the Astro Branch
of The American Begonia will be held at the West
Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475 West Gray
Street.
The doors will open at 1:00 P.M.
President Susan Daugherty will preside over this
meeting. There will be a short business meeting
to keep us all up to date on what is going on with
the Astros, Southwest Region and National. Our
Refreshment Host and Hostesses for this meeting
will
be
Donna
Williams,
Malcolm
McCorquodale and Leah Heard Boyer.
Our Program this month will be an Old
Fashion Revival Meeting. Cheryl Lenert, Tom
Keepin and Jane Anderson will present this
program.
We would like for all the members who had their
plants worked on at the March 2, 2014 meeting to
bring them back so we can see their progress.
Cheryl Lenert will start this program with plants
that have survived the strange winter we had this
year outside. Begonias really are much hardier
then we once thought. Tom Keepin will go

through the plants that were worked on at the March
meeting. Now that our plants have survived tough
conditions and have been rejuvenated, Jane
Anderson will walk us through her process of
making her plants show worthy even when there is
not a show to enter them in. In other words you
can have Show competition quality plants all
summer and fall.
We will have our Name Tag Plants and our
Raffle Plants.
Our refreshment Host and
Hostesses will have lots of tasty treats on hand to
temp our taste buds and lots of cool drinks to wash
them down.
We are looking forward to seeing you at this
meeting.
See you there!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
June
1st & 2nd
10th & 11th
14th & 15th
18th & 19th
23rd & 24th
27th, 28th & 29th

Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

7th, 8th & 9th
12th & 13th
16th & 17th
20th & 21st
25th & 26th

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

July

·
·

Planting and Transplanting are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

________________________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members born in
this month of June.
Doug Byrom
Donna Robert

June 27th
June 7th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been, and to look
forward to the special time the future holds for
you”
Happy Birthday!

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JUNE 2014
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of June 2014.
Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be slightly below
normal. Our average temperatures for June
should range from 79 degrees in the north to 83
degrees in the south. Our coolest temperatures for
June will be June 5th thru 9th, 12th thru 16th and 21st
thru 25th. Our warmest temperatures for June will
be 3rd & 4th, 11th, 18th thru 20th and 27th thru 30th.
It is very possible we will have record high
Temperatures. There are scattered thunderstorms
expected at 3 to 5 day intervals. Severe weather is
expected in the north June 2nd & 3rd.
Thunderstorms will occur more often along the
Gulf. The potential hurricane threat for June is
low.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBER
Please welcome our new member to the
Astro Branch. Please be sure to add her to your
membership Roster.

Janice McPhee
806 East X Street
Deer Park, TX 77536
Telephone: 832-429-3408
E-mail: janicemcphee@att.net
Janice was a friend of Margaret Brukner and
would bring her to meetings when Margaret was no
longer able to drive. Janice gave Tom a call a
couple of weeks before the Annual Spring Picnic
and Meeting inquiring if we were still meeting and
if we were where and when. By the end of our
conversation I invited Janice and her mother to be
my guests and sent her the May Issue of The
Begonia Chatter. Janice said she would like to
join our group. Janice sent me her dues and the
information above and the rest is history.
Welcome Janice to the Astro Branch! We
are so pleased to have you as a member.

ANNUAL SPRING PICNIC
AND MEETING 2014
Our Annual Spring Picnic and Meeting was
held at the home of Cheryl and Charlie Lenert in
Hockley, Texas on Sunday, May 4, 2014. If we
had ordered the weather we couldn’t have asked for
a more beautiful day with lots of sunshine and a
nice breeze. We had a very nice turn out of
members. We had 5 guests and they were Stella
Shilling, Mary McPhee, Riley Lewellyn, Gail
Warren and Geanie Riggs. We had a wonderful
variety of homemade goodies to complement our
main entrée, which was Bar-B-Q Brisket and BarB-Q smoked sausage from Demeris Bar-B-Q
located at 18th Street and Loop 610. There were
also lots of homemade desserts to round out a
perfect meal. After we completed our meal we
had a very short business meeting and committee
reports. Sunshine Lady Ruby Lewellyn passed
around two cards to be signed, one for Fukumi
Smith who has not been feeling well and also for
Edna Lafoure who is undergoing chemo again.
Brenda Andrews presented a program on how to
make mosaics to decorate our gardens. Brenda
had examples and hand-outs that contained color
pictures and step by step instructions on how to do
each one. When the program was completed we
had our drawings and the results were:
Door Prize:
B. venosa – won by Cheryl Lenert
Boston Fern – won by Geanie Riggs
Fish-tail Fern – won by Jane Anderson
B. ‘Burning Bush’ - won by Susan Willis
Name Tag:
B ‘Flamingo Queen’ – won by Kathleen Murphy
B. ‘Torch’ – won by Pat Perry
Raffle:
B. ‘Catalina’ – won by Irene Bragg
B. ‘Burning Bush’ – won by Martha Burg
After the drawing we had our long awaited
plant sale. We had the plants that the members
had put down and grown since our January Cutting
Party, Begonia hanging baskets from JJL and
plants purchased from Steve’s Leaves. Needless
to say when the dust settled there were just a few

plants left.
These plants will be taken to
Shreveport, LA for the SWR Get-Together and be
donated to the plant sale.
Everyone helped to clean up and put away the
tables and chairs and then departed happily for
home after a day of good conversation, delicious
food, a good and informative program presented by
Brenda Andrews and best of all, our plant sale.
We are very sorry that some of you could not
attend, but please rest assured that we missed each
and every one of you and wished you were the
having fun with us.
Since the Annual Spring Picnic/Meeting the
bills have been paid and monies deposited. We
have deposited $767.00 to our checking account.
We are looking forward to seeing each and
every one of you at our June 1, 2014 meeting to be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center.

B. sutherlandii is tuberous, with a tuber
whose size depends on the growing area. Stems
are long and slender and delicate, and form trailing
branches. Pale green leaves are slightly serrated
on the edges and tipped with reddish-copper. The
leaves appear to have a reddish dot at the apex
where leaf and stem are joined. Its flowers are
lovely, delicate, and orange.
CULTURE
This begonia should be kept out of hot sun and
drying winds. In fall it will form small bulbils at
the leaf axis, these can be propagated for new
plants. B. sutherlandii will go dormant, even
when grown under lights. And will return to renew
its growth for another season.
(This article was taken from the July-August
The Begonian Volume 61 page 142)

Happy Growing!
________________________________________

SPOTLIGHT ON:
B. sutherlandii
B. sutherlandii is a native of Natal, and was
discovered by P.C. Sutherland, Surveyor-General
of Natal, in 1864. It was found growing in moist,
shady places at an altitude of some 3,500 to 5,000
feet, where it blooms from December to January.

Annual Spring Picnic May 4, 2014

Members listening to Brenda Andrews
talk about making mosaics for the garden.

Enjoying our BBQ Spring
Picnic lunch

Brenda Andrews shows how to
make mosaics for the garden

Enjoying our BBQ lunch

Tom Keepin advises John Cole on
plants that would be easy for him.

Shopping the plant sale

Cheryl’s hanging baskets

Plants in the plant sale

More plants in the plant sale

Plants for the plant sale

Annual Spring
Picnic / Meeting
Drawing Winners

Susan Willis won B. Burning Bush’
as a door prize

Kathleen Murphy won B. ‘Flamingo Queen’
as a name tag drawing.

Guest Geanie Riggs won this
Boston fern In the door prise drawing

Pat Perry won B’ ‘Torch in
the name tag drawing

Irene Bragg won B. ‘Catalina’ in
the raffle drawing

Martha Burg won B. ‘Burning Bush’ in
the raffle drawing

Cheryl Lenert won B. Venosa in the
door prize drawing

Jane Anderson won a fishtail fern
in the door prize drawing

