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SPRING PICNIC AND
MEETING
The May 4, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the home of Cheryl and Charley Lenert,
21744 FM 2920, Hockley, TX. Members are
asked not to arrive before 12:30 P.M. We will eat
first and then have a short business meeting and
then our Program.
Please give Brenda Andrews a call
(979-233-5697) or send her an E-mail
bmandrews@peoplepc.com to let her know if you
are planning to attend so enough meat can be
purchased and also to see if there is anything she
needs to complete the menu. The main entrée will
be barbeque, smoked sausage and chicken.
Please remember to bring your serving utensils
for what you bring to complete the menu. Water
and Iced tea will be provided. If you wish to drink
soda you are welcome to bring it with you.
Directions to Cheryl’s home are included in
this publication.

Next Meeting:
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:
PROGRAM:

May 4, 2014
1:00 PM
Home of Cheryl Lenert
Annual Spring Picnic

www.begoniahouston.org

Our Program this month will be Ways To
Enhance Our Gardens Using Mosaics In
Different Ways. Brenda Andrews has done
some Mosaics for her garden and will bring some
pieces she has made along with some books she
has. We will have an open discussion on garden
art ideas other members may have used in their
own gardens.
We are also asking members to bring the
plants you have been growing from our January
Cutting Party. It was suggested that we have our
own private plant sale to raise funds for the club.
We will also have our Regular Raffle and
Name Tag Plants.
Please dress comfortably and bring your
favorite lawn chair to sit on. There will be tables
to eat on and be comfortable.
We are looking forward to seeing all of you
and chatting about begonias and things in general.
SEE YOU THERE!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

MINUTES OF THE
APRIL 6, 2014
MEETING

May
4th & 5th
14th & 15th
18th & 19th
22nd & 23rd
26th, 27th & 28th
31st

Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

1st & 2nd
10th & 11th
14th & 15th
18th & 19th
23rd & 24th
27th, 28th &29th

Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

June

·
·

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members who
were born in this month of May.
May 24th
May 2nd
May 8th
May 27th

Francis Bones
Janet Carpenter
Midge Gorman
Darlene Morris

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been, and to look
forward to the special time the future holds for
you.”
Happy Birthday!

The April 6, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was
called to order at 2.25 P.M. by Vice President,
Janet Carpenter.
Our refreshment hostesses were Brenda
Andrews, Irene Bragg and Shirll Manes and they
had a beautiful and delicious array of treats for us.
Janet announced that Caroline Skelly will not
be able to continue as Hostess Chairperson and
asked for a volunteer to take over the position.
This was very kindly accepted by Kathleen
Murphy.
Janet then announced our new member, John
Andrew Cole, who is Brenda Andrew’s grandson.
Tom Keepin read the Treasurer’s Report and
we are still very healthy in our checking account.
Tom asked if there were any corrections or
additions to the minutes as written in the Begonia
Chatter and there were none.
During the business meeting Tom stated that,
starting in 2015, we will either have to pay $75.00
each month to the City of Houston for the use of
the West Gray facility OR we can offer three
separate teaching sessions during the year for the
patrons of the West Gray facility in which case our
meetings will be free. Sandra Rigsby described
her recent experience with teaching a similar
session and she said it was very much appreciated
by the attendees and a rewarding experience for
her. Our members are to think about this and a
decision will be made in the near future.
Tom then read an e-mail from ABS which
said that members will soon be offered the
opportunity to receive the Begonian electronically
instead of by mail. Members will be able to state
their choice.
Receiving electronic versions
would help the ABS financially by saving printing
and mailing costs.
Janet asked how many were planning to
attend the Southwest Region Get-Together in
Shreveport and did we get our registration
information. Several had not, and copies were
made to pass to them. Janet also asked how many

were receiving the mailed newsletter.
After a brief pause for refreshments we
began our program which was A General
Discussion on Anything Dealing With Begionias.
Some members had questions, others gave tips on
what was working for them and some brought
begonias or companion plants to show the group.
Brenda Andrews passed around a refreshment
sign-up sheet for the Spring Picnic and Meeting
next month at Cheryl Lenert’s home. Members
have been growing begonia cuttings that will be
offered for sale at this meeting since we are not
having our regular Spring Sale. Tom then showed
us some beautiful new plants he brought back from
the Tampa show and sale. These were new
hybrids by Brad Thompson. Hopefully, some will
be available for sale soon. He also shared a new
method for putting down leaves that has speeded
up the process for him.
We then had our drawings for Name Tag and
Raffle Plants and the winners were as follows:
Name Tag:
B. ‘Snowcapped’ won by John Andrew Cole
B. ‘Go-Go Salmon’ won by Donna Robert
B. ‘Go-Go Rose & White’ won by Irene Bragg
B. ‘Go-Go Rose’ won by Shirll Manes
Pink Spring Cactus won by Sandra Rigsby
Raffle Plants:
B ‘Torch’ won by Shirll Manes
B. ‘Dancing Girl’ won by Jane Anderson
The April 6, 2014 meeting was adjourned at
4:07 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
By Donna Williams
(For Debra Norris, Secretary)

Plant Table Surprise:
Begonia incarnata
By Howard Berg
One of the advantages of being asked to “take
home and grow” unsold plants from the plant table
is that we get to grow plants that we might not
otherwise acquire. Many of the unsold plants end
up in the compost heap, since they were not
vigorous plants – which is usually the reason they
were unsold. Others grow and return to the plant
table without much notice. But once in a while
we have a begonia that surprises us. B. incarnata
turned out to be a really pleasant surprise.
We haven’t grown B. incarnata for years. In
fact I think it was two houses or more ago that we
last grew it. But a few months ago we brought
one home from the Knickerbocker Branch meeting
and today, still in its four inch pot, it’s two feet tall
and covered with bloom. I will probably pot it up
and grow it on the patio this summer, and try to
bring it to its full potential.
B. incarnata is called the rose-colored begonia
in contemporary literature and the derivation of the
name comes from the Latin for “flesh-colored”.
A comparison of the flowers with the 1938 edition
of the horticultural color chart of the Royal
Horticultural Society shows the flower to be a light
shade of carmine rose (color 621/3).
At maturity B. incarnata could grow from
three to four feet tall. The light green leaves have
a few hairs in evidence and are five inches long,
tapered, and two inches wide at the widest point.
The plant has a graceful and pleasing appearance.
B. incarnate is pictured in many of the early
botanical and horticultural books under its own
name and its synonyms. The Curtis Botanical
Magazine picture (T.2900) is under the name B.
insignis. To me, the most interesting picture and
text on B. incarnata is in Maund’s The Botanist,
1839, T, 103, which shows a graceful depiction of
the plant I’m growing with true colors in the leaves
and flowers. The Curtis picture by Walter Fitch,
who illustrated most of the Curtis begonias, shows
the heavier hand and darker colors typical of Fitch.
Part of the description in Maund says “…it is easily
forced, and made to produce its handsome

drooping branches of flowers in great profusion at
all times of the year.”
The Botanist gives us the story of B.
incarnata’s introduction to culture:
“The Begonia incarnata was first obtained from
some earth in which other Mexican plantswer sent
to the Berlin Garden by M Deppe. It was thence
sent to Edinburgh, by some mistake, under the
name of Begonia ciliate, and Dr. Graham, ascertain
it was not that species, described it as a new one,
giving it the name of Begonia insignis, by which it
is generally known in this country.” (England)
Since the plant had been described and named
by Link and Otto in 1828, later taxonomists have
restored the proper name to B. incarnate and other
names are synonyms.
(This article was taken from The Begonian,
Volume 61 March-April 1994. Located on page
61)
________________________________________

SPOTLIGHT ON:
B. sutherlandii
B. sutherlandii is a native of Natal, and was
discovered by P. C. Sutherland, Surveyor-General
of Natal, in 1864. It was found growing in moist,
shady places at an altitude of some 3,500 to
5,000feet, where it blooms from December to
January.

B. Sutherlandii is tuberous, with a tuber
whose size depends on the growing area. Stems
are long and slender and delicate, and form trailing
branches. Pale green leaves are slightly serrated
on the edges and tipped with reddish-copper. The
leaves appear to have a reddish dot at the apex
where leaf and stem are joined. Its flowers are
lovely, delicate, and orange.
CULTURE
This begonia should be kept out of hot sun
and drying winds. In fall it will form small bulbils
at the leaf axils: these can be propagated for new
plants. B. sutherlandii will go dormant, even
when grown under lights, and will return to renew
its growth for another season.
(This article was taken from The Begonian
Volume 61 July-August 1994 Issue. Located on
page 142)

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Please welcome our new member to the Astro
Branch. Please be sure to add him to your
Membership Roster.
John Andre Cole
P.O. Box 1246
Clute, TX 77531
Telephone: 979-559-0674
E-mail: marla_cole@comcast.net
John is the grandson of our member Brenda
Andrews. John has been to functions and other
meetings in the past and has always enjoyed it.
John is our youngest member ar 14 years old.
Welcome John!

Pictures from the Astros Branch
April 2014 Meeting

B. ‘Green Fountain’
grown by Gail MacGregor
(Challenge Plant from a couple of years back)

Center Table
Coleus collection & plants that
Tom Keepin brought back from Tampa

Spring cactus (Easter cactus)

Sandra Rigsby & Kathleen Murphy
admiring the Spring cactus

Shirll Manes with B. ‘Torch’

Jane Anderson with B. ‘Dancing Girl’

John A. Cole (new member) with
B. ‘Snowcapped’

Brenda Andrews talking about
her coleus collection.

Tom Keepin & Vice-president
Janet Carpenter discussing the
meeting agenda.

Pat Hiscock chatting with
Donna Williams.

VP Janet Carpenter looking on
as Malcolm McCorquodale talks
about the plants he brought to
the meeting.

Ruby Lenert Lewellyn &
Mike Bragg

Coleus collection brought to the
meeting by Brenda Andrews

Coleus “Fish Net Stockings’

Coleus ‘Fish Net Stockings’

…more coleus from Brenda’s collection

CHERYL LENERT
21744 F.M. 2920 Road
Hockley, TX 77447
281 255-9004
FROM 290
Take 290 toward Austin.
Exit Mueschke to the right and continue until you come to the stop
light at 2920.
Turn left on 2920 and go 1 mile.
On the right - you will pass a large sign for New Kentucky subdivision,
then a smaller sign for New Kentucky Park, then our mail box.

FROM 45 OR 249
Go south on 2920 until you come to the stop light at Mueschke . Go
1 mile.
On the right- you will pass a large sign for New Kentucky subdivision,
then a smaller sign for New Kentucky Park, then our mail box.
(Do not try to use Google or GPS directions as they are usually
wrong to this address.)
Also be careful as there is a lot of construction on the road in front of
the house.

