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A GENERAL DISCUSSION ON
ANYTHING DEALING WITH
BEGONIAS

The April 6, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open at 1:00
P.M. President Susan Daugherty will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to keep us all up to date on what is going
on with the Astros, Southwest Region and
National.

Our Refreshment Hostesses for this meeting
will be Brenda Andrews, Shirll Manes, & Irene
Bragg.

Our Program this month will be A General
Discussion on Anything Dealing With Begonias.
If you have a begonia that you really like and
would like to show it off to the other members
please feel free to bring it in. If you are having
problems with one or more of your plants this is the
perfect time to tell us what it is so we can discuss
it and hopefully find a solution for you to try. We
can also just talk about Begonias in general.

Are there things you still don’t understand that
we have gone over past meetings. We can also
talk about companion plant for our Begonias. In
short, got a question or comment this will be forum
to get it on the floor.

We will have our Name Tag Plants and our
Raffle Plants. Our Refreshment Hostesses will
have lots of tasty treats on hand to tempt our taste
buds and lots of cool liquids to wash them down.

We are looking forward to seeing you at the
meeting!

See you there!




PRUNIN, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
April
ond & 3rd Taurus
6 7t & gt Cancer
16% & 171 Scorpio
215 & 22 Capricorn
251 & 261 Pisces
20" & 30t Taurus
May
4th & st Cancer
141 & 151 Scorpio
18 & 19 Capricorn
220 & 231 Pisces
261, 27M & 28 Taurus
318 Cancer

e Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.

e Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Birthday wishes go out to all our members who
were born in this month of April.

Tom Anderson
Irene Bragg
Darrin Duling
Edna LaFour
Allan Manes
Rebecca McDuff
Lucy Melara
Gary Moffatt
Faye Stansberry
Dianna Wilkerson

April 28
April 51
April 291
April 1%
April 31
April 21
April 2™
April 251
April 23"
April 181

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been, and to look
forward to the special times the future holds for
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you.

MINUTES OF THE
MARCH 2, 2014
MEETING

The March 2, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was
called to order at 2:10 by President Susan
Daugherty. We had 22 members in attendance for
this meeting. Susan thanked our refreshment
Hostesses’” Anna Belle Hicks, Faye Stansberry and
Molly Reed for the wonderful array of tasty treats
they provided for this meeting. Susan asked
Caroline Skelly our Hostess Chair to announce the
our Refreshment Hostesses for the April meeting
and they were Brenda Andrews, Shirll Manes and
Irene Bragg. Caroline also reported that she needs
refreshment hostesses’ for June, October and
November. Janet Carpenter announces a change
in plans. The April meeting will be at the Multi-
Purpose Center and May will be our Spring Picnic.
Cheryl Lenert offered her home for the Picnic and
Plant Sale. Members voted and accepted. Shirll
Manes brought a Show and Tell plant which was
B. ‘Sophie Cecil’ that she purchased from Joseph’s
Nursery. Members were give a very short break
before the Program Rejuvenating Our Begonias
began. Tom Keepin showed us how to prune
(roots and all) our cane-like, shrub-like and
rhizomatous begonias. Tom brought plants from
his own collection and also worked on plants
brought in by members. Each plant got a very
serious pruning along with their roots. Members
were instructed to water and lightly feed their
plants when they got them home.

Our Drawings:
Raffle:
B. ‘Jean Pernot” —won by- Molly Reed
B. ‘Match Maker’ —won by- Brenda Andrews
Name Tag Plant:
B. ‘Laguna’ —won by- Janet Carpenter
B. ‘Hot Tamale’ —won by- Susan Daugherty
Door Prizes:
B. ‘Dotties Eyelashes’ — won by Cheryl Lenert
B. ‘Bonfire’ —won by- Malcolm McCorquodale
Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by Molly Reed
(for Debra Norris, Secretary)



WEATHER FORECAST
FOR APRIL 2014

(Taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac 2014)

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of April 2014.

Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will also be near normal. Our
average temperatures should range from 50
degrees in the north to 67 degrees in the south.
Our coolest April temperatures will be April 3™
thru 7%, 11™ thru 14™, 20™ thru 25" and 27" thru
30", Our warmest April temperatures will be
April 9" & 10™ and 16™ thru 19", There will be
band of showers and thunderstorms most likely
about April 2" thru 5%, 10" thru 12, 19" thry 22"
and 26" thru 29", There will be a moderate to
high potential for tornados and widespread severe
weather throughout April. The weather will be
very unsettled.

No Vacancy:
The Necessary Art of Culling
Or
What to Do When Your Begonia
Collection Explodes

by Dianna Wilkerson, Fred A Barkley Branch, OK

Don’t’ be too hard on yourself. It happens to
everyone at some point. You tell yourself that its
just one cross. Just one. Butit doesn’t end there,
does it? Why no. Just one more, then another.
Like an addiction, be it potato chips or stiletto
heels, you always need one more. Before you
know it you’re awash in tiny green babies created
by your own hand. You have 8, 349 begonia
babies vying for the same 4 square feet of space
you can actually dedicate to them. Obviously they
all can’t stay. But how do you decide who lives
and who dies? How can you make decisions like
this without finding yourself in therapy for the next
three years? Never fear. There is a way that
doesn’t involve psychoactive medication.

The first principle is to make haste slowly. A
frightening number of plants will look exactly the
same until the first real leaves come in. This
usually doesn’t until about 5 or 6 months along.
Don’t start culling too soon lest you pitch a plant
that is truly unique and worth keeping. The best
plant you have may be the last one to show it
individuality. Give them a chance to show you
what they are,

One of the most important personality
characteristics in plants is the ability (or not) to
resist disease. Mildew is a prime concern. Your
fellow growers and the buying public will curse
your name forever if you bring them a stunningly
beautiful plant that drops its leaves every other
week due to mildew damage. A regular regime of
spraying might mitigate some problems, but
consider that not all people are comfortable
spraying their plants. A lovely plant that remains
perpetually damaged from disease is not so lovely
after all.

Keep in mind what you are looking for from
the cross to begin with. Are you looking for
something radically different from either plant?
Are you looking for something similar, but with a



different bloom color? As you see plants that fail
to meet your morphological criteria in one way or
another, cull them.

After disease resistance and morphological
characteristics consider overall vigor. As you
look at the overall group, there will be those who
are growing like mad, that are middling along and
those who are alive, but aren’t happy about it. The
ones who are merely existing should be culled.

Once you have whittled your rag tag band
down to the ones you think may be worth keeping,
inflict them on your friends by propagating enough
of them to parcel out around the country. After
about six months, call them up and see if your
friends will still speak to you. Ask for feedback.
Did it die? Take over the greenhouse? Stare at
them sullenly? = Whine and demand special
treatment? Are your friends laughing at them or
stealing cuttings of it?

It’s not an easy process. No one said it would
be. Don’t give up. If you are having a hard time
making the tough choices, call a fellow begonia
obsessed friend and lean on them when it gets
rough. Keep your wits about you and remember
that throwing out plant material does NOT make
you a bad person, even though you may feel like
scum on the bottom of the ocean. Keep the faith
and keep growing.

(This  article  was  taken  from  the
September/October 2008 the Begonian volume 75
page 165)

What’s in the name
B. salesopolensis ?

By Kingsley Langenberg, Nomenclature Editor

Part of the charm of this species from Brazil
is saying its name, Begonia salesopolensis.

The many syllables, ‘sal-e-sop-o-len-sis’,
tumble form the tongue bringing to mind a
cascading mountain stream which as 1 found
through research on the Internet, is quite an
appropriate image.

The Latin ending “-ensis”, means “from the
place”. So reading backwards as one must often
do when parsing Latin the name means “Begonia
from the place Salesopol[is].”

Salesopolis, according to Wikipedia, is a
municipality in the Brazilian state of Sao Paulo.
The area gives rise to the tiete river, which
continues to flow down through the city of Sao
Paulo. Laws were passed in 1975 which control
land use and industrialization of the area so as to
minimize pollution of the river at its source.
There parks with hiking trails but no roads south of
the town. People come up from the city to enjoy
nature and play in the cascades of the mountain
streams.*

B. salesopolensis is a shrub-like species
which likes to sprawl, so I grow it as a hanging
plant. The leaves have undulating margins which
gives them a frilly look. It flowered for me during
January-March with sparse white flowers.

This is one of may rarely-grown species that I
obtained as seed purchased from Mauro Peixoto
(brazil-plants.com). My plant is now in its third
year of growth. Even its habit of growth
reinforces the bumbling image evoked by
pronouncing the name, aslesopolensis.

(This article was taken from the
September/October Issue of the Begonian, Volume
77 page 184)
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... more begonias in the landscape !






