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REJUVENATING OUR
BEGONIAS
The March 2, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open at 1:00 P.M.
President Susan Daugherty will preside over this
meeting. There will be a short business meeting to
keep us all up to date on what is going on with the
Astros, Southwest Region and National.
Our Refreshment Hostesses for this meeting
will be Anna Belle Hicks, Faye Stansberry and
Molly Reed.
Our Program this month will be
Rejuvenating Our Begonias. We all have plants
that look tired and worn out, especially those
hanging baskets you won in the Raffle Drawings or
the Name Tag Drawings.
Tom Keepin will
demonstrate what you need to do to get them
looking great again. If you have a hanging basket
(10 inch) that is in sad shape or a 6 inch or 8 inch
pot in need of help please feel free to bring it in and
we will work on them together. Yes!
You will
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be getting your hands dirty. The only way to truly
learn is by hands on experience. Tom will show
you how to cut your plants back and how to root
prune them. Then the fun begins! You actually
get to practice on your very own plant. When you
leave your plant will be on the path to a happier and
healthier growing season.
Remember we will
not be using any water at the meeting so you will
need to water and lightly feed your plant/plants
when you get it/them home and protect them from
any further cold weather we may have coming our
way. We are sure you will enjoy this meeting and
your hands on experience.
We will have our Name Tag Plants and our
Raffle Plants. Our Refreshment Hostesses will have
lots of tasty treats on hand to temp our taste buds.
We are looking forward to seeing you at the
meeting.
See you there!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
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Pisces 29th
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April

·
·

Planting and Transplanting are best done
in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.
Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

__________________________
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members
who were born in this month of March.
Elaine Riquelmy
Wendy Robbins

March 2nd
March 15th

“Today is a day to enjoy being with friends.
To look back on where you’ve been, and to look
forward to the special times the future holds for
you.

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY
2, 2014 MEETING
The February 2, 2014 me3ting of the
Astro Branch of the American Begonia Society
was called to order at 2:20 P.M. by President
Susan Daugherty. We had 22 members in
attendance for this meeting. Susan thanked
our refreshment Hostess’ Noreen Tolman,
Janet Carpenter and Susan Daugherty for
the wonderful array of tasty treats they
provided for the meeting. Everyone was very
pleased with the selection. Susan also introduced
our new Hostess Chair Caroline Skelly.
Caroline
announced
the
Hostess’ for the March 2, 2014 meeting and
they are Anna Bell. Hicks, Faye Stansberry
and Molly Reed.
Cheryl asked members to nominate other ABS
members who they thought fit the criteria listed
in the February Issue of The Begonia Chatter.
Cheryl stated that the deadline was February
15, 2014. We had no guests at this meeting.
Ruby Lewellyn passed around two cards for
memberstosign. Thecardswerefor:DebbieNorris’s
husband who had recently undergone cancer
surgery. Also for Fukumi Smith who we found
out had been in the hospital for a few weeks
recently. The program ‘Turning Over A New
Leaf’ was given by Tom Keepin. Hand-outs
were given to all the members present and
everyone was asked to move in closer to ensure
everyone could hear what was being said and
for the ease of members examining the display
leaves of each category of the leaf make up.
Tom and Cheryl went over the main hand-out
and discussed each leaf shape and make-up of
the leaves. Members looked at the leaves
through their magnifying glasses to clearly see

what characteristic that was being discussed. At
the end of the program Tom made sure to thank
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens Species Bank and
Bobbie West in California for sending us leaves
for this program. Jane Anderson also brought
leaves while Tom brought actual plants to
examine.
The Drawings were held and here are the
results:
Name Tag:
B. ‘Hot Tamale’ won by Shirll Manes
B. ‘Dotsy’ won by Caroline Skelly
Raffle Plants:
B. ‘Orpha C. Fox won by Jane Anderson
B. ‘Dotsy’ won by Janet Carpenter
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 P.M.
Respectfully
submitted by
Tom Keepin
(for Debra
Norris,
Secretary

Our warmest March temperatures will be March
2nd & 3rd, 8th & 9th, 18th and 26th & 27th . Showers
and thunderstorms will most likely be about
March 3rd thru 5th, 9th thru 12th, 18th thru 21st and
27th thru 29th. Severe weather outbreaks are most
likely to occur March 9th & 10th and 18th thru 20th.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBER
Please welcome our new member to the
Astro Branch. Please be sure to add her to you
Membership Roster.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR MARCH 2014
(Taken from the Harris Farmers Almanac 2014)
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of March 2014.
Our temperatures will be slightly above normal
and our precipitation will be slightly below
normal. Our temperatures should average48
degrees in the north and 60 degrees in the south.
Our coolest March temperatures will be March 4th
thru 6th, 10th thru 15th, 19th thru 23rd and 28th thru
31st.

Glenda Perry
15414 Evergreen Grove Drive
Houston, TX 77083
Telephone: 281-741-7994
E-mail: glendaperry08@comcast.net
Glenda has been a visitor to several of our
meetings as the guest of Sandra Rigsby Glenda
we are very happy you took the plunge and
became a member.
Welcome Glenda to the Astro Branch of the
American Begonia Society. We are pleased to
have you as a member and a friend.

The Basics for Rex Propagation

Choose a healthy mature leaf.
Plant the wedge-shaped pieces in a mix of peat
moss and perlite mixed 1:1 in little pots, water and
tent them for a few weeks. Be sure they keep moist.

Cut the edges away from the center of the
leaf; be sure to use clean scissors. Discard the
outer edge.

In a few weeks your new plants grown on leaf
cuttings should look like this.

From the interior cutting, make
2-3 wedge-shaped cuttings

Rex begonias are very easy to propagate this
way. Other rhizomatous begonias can be
propagated by whole leaf, it may take up to 2
month until new plants show up. While under
cover they need very seldom watering, but
check to avoid them drying out. After babies
are formed you can take off the cover. And be
sure to water sparingly.

Taken form the the February 2014 Issue of American Begonia
Society Potomac Branch’s newsletter. James Bina, Editor.

Pictures from the Astro Branch’s
February 2014 Meeting
‘Tuning Over A New Leaf”

Program on leaf structures and
shapes getting started.

Members Anna Belle Hicks, Imelda Gott,
Caroline Skelly & Elaine Riquelmy following along.

Ruby Lewellyn, Cheryl Lenert & Tom Keepin
Discusing main leaf parts.

Member following along as leaves were discussed.

Sherll Manes, Jane Anderson &
Janet Carpenter looking at the
plants and leaves for program

Raffle & Name tag plants

B. ‘Lime Glow’

B. U-521

Assortment of plants Tom Keepin
brought for the program

.

B chlorosticta

B. rex letting us know it is thirsty!

Plants to be examined under a magnifying glass.

More leaves to be examined.

More leaves for examination.

More leaves to be examined.

Unknown rex

B. ‘Pink Surprise’

Leaves from B. ‘Texas Star”

Underside of B. U-521

