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ANNUAL CUTTING PARTY
HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE! Is it
really 2014 already?
The January 5, 2014 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open at 1:00
P.M. President Susan Daugherty will preside over
this meeting. There will be a short business
meeting to keep us all up to date on what is going
on with the Astros, Southwest Region and
National.
Our refreshment Host and Hostesses for this
meeting are Jo DeLeon, Paul Downey and Gail
MacGregor.
Our Program this month will be our Annual
Cutting Party. Please dress comfortably as you
will be getting your hands dirty. Pots, soil, labels,
pencils and a very limited number of pruners will
be provided. Please bring with you named
cuttings and your favorite pair of pruners.
The cuttings you bring can be cane-like, shrublike, thick-stemmed or semperflorens. If you
would like to bring rhizonmatous cuttings,
rhizomes would be best.

Rhizomatous leaves need to be handled in a
different way. In the event you have leaves
you would really like to bring then they can be
given to members who are set up to propagate
them. As you are aware we do not have a grower
for our plants. This means we are going to have
to do it ourselves this year. In years past that is
how it was done if you wanted to have plants to
sell. We are counting on every member to grow
some plants. If you give them good light, keep
them warm, watered and fed they will grow
beautifully.
We have faith that each and every one of you
can do this.
Our Host and Hostesses will have lots of tasty
treats to temp our taste buds and above all your
begonia friends will be there to talk begonias with.
See Your There!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
PARTY 2013
Our Annual Christmas Party was held on
December 8, 2013 at the Judson Robinson Jr.
Community Center, located at 2020 Hermann
Drive. It was a beautiful day with just enough of
a nip in the air to require a sweater or light jacket
to be comfortable while outdoors. It really felt
like the Christmas season here in Houston. Once
Tosha and Tori got our tables and chairs all set up,
the room resembled an ant hill. Members were
bringing in beautifully wrapped exchange gifts and
door prizes along with their donation(s) to the feast.
We have never seen so many crock pots and
warmers in one place, filled with delicious food.
It was quite a sight to behold. After that was
completed others were working on their table
decorations. It was obvious that a lot of thought
went into the designs this year. They were
fabulous. Each year they get better and better.
Everyone was asked to leave their tables so
that our judges, Mary Hughes (lead judge), Tori
and Tosha would go about their job undistracted.
While judging was in progress members munched
on appetizers and chatted. When judging was
completed luncheon was served.
When everyone had their fill the drawings
began with the exchange gifts. WOW! They all
were very nice. Then came the drawing for the
Door Prizes. These too were exceptional.
After all the drawings were completed Lead
Judge Mary Hughes along with Tori and Tosha
announced• the• winners• of• this• year’s• Holiday
Table Decoration Contest. The winners were:
1st Place was Kathleen Murphy, 2nd Place was Tom
Keepin and 3rd Place was Susan Daugherty and
Molly Reed.
Each winner received a Gift
Certificate to Another Place In Time.
Clean up began and reloading of vehicles to
carry our leftovers and new treasures home.
It was a wonderful party as usual and a grand time
was had by all.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

January
1st & 2nd
5th & 6th
10th & 11th
15th & 1th
24th, 25th & 26th
29th & 30th

Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn

February
2nd & 3rd
6th & 7th
11th & 12th
21st & 22nd
25th & 26th

Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn

·

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces

·

Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

WATERING BEGONIAS
By L. Kilpatrick

Birthday wishes go out to all our members
who were born in this month of January.
Leigh Heard Boyer
Marilyn Jones Chapman
Susan Daugherty
Charles Jaros
Cheryl Lenert
Ruby Lewellyn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Debbie Perillo

January 16th
January 30th
January 27th
January 26th
January 24th
January 2nd
January 17th
January 23rd

“Today•is•a•day•to•enjoy•being•with•friends.
To•look•back•on•where•you’ve•been,•and•to•look
forward to the special times the future hold for
you.”
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
________________________________________

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JANUARY 2014
(Taken from the Harris•Farmer’s•Almanac•2014)
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of January 2014
Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be near normal.
Our
temperatures should average 35 degrees in the
north and 49 degrees in the south. Our coolest
January temperatures will be January 2nd thru 5th,
10th thru 13th, 17th thru 19th and 25th thru 30th. Our
warmest January temperatures will be January 1st,
8th & 9th, 15th & 16th and 21st thru 24th. There will
be rain mixing with or changing to snow in the
north and mainly rain over the deep south about
January 2nd & 3rd, 9th thru 11th 16th thru 18th and 24th
thru 28th. There is a possibility of severe storms in
the south January 24th & 25th. It will be windy at
times.

How often shall I water my begonias? A
question so often asked and there is no simple
answer. Like all other plants begonias are watered
when•they•need•it.• Fortunately•a•plant’s•need•for
water can be assessed by sight or touch unlike
problems with pH or toxic soil. A caring,
observant grower will soon learn to recognize the
signs.
There are many conditions which will affect
the amount of water a plant requires and how
frequently it is required – temperature, humidity,
size of plant in proportion to pot size, wind, type of
pot (plastic, ceramic, clay), quality of soil. With
low temperatures &/or high humidity the plant will
not need to transpire as much moisture to cool and
moisten its foliage. In hot or very dry windy
conditions the plants will give off and so use much
more moisture. A vigorous plant with a healthy
root system will soon fill the soil with roots. Less
soil to hold moisture and more moisture needed to
service the growing plant.
The solution is to place the plant in a larger
pot or water more frequently. When a plant is
potted on and so has extra soil or a seedling or
freshly rooted cutting is potted up less frequent
watering is needed because there is surplus soil to
hold the moisture. As the plant grows and the
roots fill the pot watering will have to be increased.
The type of container used will make a big
difference. Plastic or ceramic pots lose water
from the surface soil only, through evaporation and
of course that which the roots take up, whereas clay
pots lose water through the porous clay.
Wonderful for keeping the soil cool but demanding
in our hot, dry summers. The same applies to
hanging containers where fiber liners are used. I
use fiber because I think they look good and allow
good air flow to soil and roots, but once the roots
have filled the soil they will need extra water.
Certainly in our climate they will need watering
every day and probably twice on our hottest days.
The quality of soil has a bearing on the
amount of water it will retain. Potting mixes
which contain animal manure, compost, peat moss,
vermiculite or such will naturally hold moisture

longer than those with little humus. Some
growers use water crystals or other moisture
holding properties to help retain moisture in the
soil and this has been taken into account. A
grower could keep a check list and each morning
total up the points for heat, wind, size of plant, etc.
but a loving, observant grower soon gets to know
their plants and recognizes their needs.
Begonias do require air spaces in the soil to
breath•and•it•these•aren’t•available•over•a lengthy
period, the plant will die. At the same time there
must be moisture available which the roots will
reach for. So the ideal is to water your plants
thoroughly and leave to drain. If the soil is free
draining and has a proportion of humus (animal
manure, peat moss) air spaces will be left between
the solid particles as the surplus water drains way
while the humus will retain moisture which the
roots can use as needed.
(This Article is taken from Begonia Australis
Journal of the Association of Australian Begonia
Societies Inc. September 2011 Volume 21 No. 3
page 26.)

BEST NOW BEGONIA
FOR 2014
I receive many gardening magazines
and cooking magazines each and every month. I
really enjoy all of them very much. I find new
plants and also lots of new recipes to try. This
month in the Garden Gate magazine for February
2014 Issue 115 in the section ‘The Best New Plants
for 2014’, on page 17 is a new hardy begonia.
The write up is as follows:
‘Garden•Angel•Blush’•begonia
Begonia hybrid
Beautiful foliage and cold-hardiness is an unusual
combination for a begonia. Grow it outside all
year in zone 7 and warmer. Treat it as a
houseplant in colder zones.
Tender perennial
Blooms: small pink flowers in late summer
Light: Full shade
Size: 18 to 24 in. tall and wide.
Cold-hardy: USDA zones 7 to 10
Heat Tolerant: AHS zones 12 to 1
Introducer: Terra Nova Nurseries, Inc.
Source: Local Garden Centers

ASTRO BRANCH’S
DECEMBER 2013
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Millie Garrett & table decorations
by Kathleen Murphy

Susan Daugherty and Molly Reed (L)
with their table decoration.

Table decoration by Midge Gorman

Table decoration by Tom Keepin
Irene Bragg with her
table decoration.

Gail MacGregor (left)
Anna Belle Hicks (right)

Sandra Rigsby

Door prizes

Gary Muffatt

Kathleen Murphy (left)
Pat Hiscock (right)

Faye Stansberry

Brenda Andrews (left)
Jane Anderson (right)

Ruby Lewellyn

Millie Garrett

Allan Manes, Riley Lewellyn &
Cheryl Lenert (left to right)

Paul Downey

