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Miniature & Miniaturizing
Begonias
The August 4, 2013 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Purpose Center, 1475
West Gray Street. The doors will open at 1:00
P.M. This meeting will be held in the Green
Room. President Susan Daugherty will preside
over this meeting.
Our Refreshment Hostess’ for this meeting
are Brenda Andrews, Pat Perry and Irene
Bragg.
Our Vice-President/Program Chair has lined
up a very interesting program for this meeting.
Our program for this month is Miniature and
Miniaturizing Begonias and will be presented by
our friend Don Miller from Dallas, Texas. Don is
retired, but works part time for Steve’s Leaves.
At Steve’s Leaves Don works with the begonias
caring for and propagating them and preparing
plants for shipment for the mail order division. In
his spare time Don has done some hybridizing
and has created some very beautiful new
rhizomatous and rex begonias. Some of which

have won Best New Introduction by a Commercial
Grower. This will be a very interesting and
informative program for all our members. Don
will also be bringing plants for members to
purchase.
There will be a map of the location of the
West Gray Multi-Purpose Center included in this
publication.
Our Refreshment Hostess’ will have lots of
tasty treats and your begonia friend’s will all be
there to talk begonias with.
We will also have Name Tag and Raffle
Plants at this meeting.
We look forward to seeing you at this our first
meeting in our new location. This location is
closed on Sundays so there will not be a problem
finding a place to park. Our friend Mary Hughes
will be on hand to give all of us a tour of our new
location. For members that have things to unload
you can drive up to the front door unload and then
go park.
See You There!

PRUNNG, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
August
4th & 5th
13th, 14th & 15th
18th & 19th
22nd & 23rd
26th & 27th
31st
September
1st & 2nd
10th & 11th
14th & 15th
18th & 19th
22nd, 23rd & 24th
27th, 28th & 29th
·

Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Cancer
Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces

·

Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.
_______________________________________

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR AUGUST 2013
(Taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac 2013)
According the United States Weather Service
Houston and surrounding areas fall in Region 7 of
the National Weather Map. Here is what they
predict our weather will be like for the month of
August 2013.
Our temperatures will be near normal and our
precipitation will be near normal.
Our
temperatures should average 78 degrees in the
north to 82 degrees in the south. Our coolest
August temperatures will be August 6th thru 8th,
13th thru 15th, 18th thru 20th and 28th thru 30th. Our
warmest August temperatures will be August 1st &
2nd, 5th, 11th & 12th and 23rd thru 26th. There will
be a few showers and thunderstorms especially
along the Gulf and in the far west and north around

August 4 thru 7th, 11th thru 13th, 16th thru 19th and
27th thru 29th. There will be isolated storms along
the Gulf on daily basis. The hurricane potential
will be highest about August 15th thru 20th.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Birthday wishes go out to all our members
who were born in this month of August.
Brenda Andrews
Marian Claybaugh
Bill Claybaugh
Anna Belle Hicks
Gail MacGregor
Tony Robert
Sandra Lynne Smith

August 23rd
August 3rd
August 10th
August 20th
August 22nd
August 13th
August 11th

Today is a day to enjoy being with friends, to
look back on where you’ve been, and to look
forward to the special times the future holds for
you.
We would like to take this opportunity to
apologize for not acknowledging the Birthdays for
the month of July. We hope all our members
celebrating Birthdays in the month of July had a
fantastic day.
They were Sara Chumley, Tom Keepin, Shirll
Manes, Valerie Morris, Brad Neugebauer and
Gene Salisbury.

MINUTES OF THE
JULY 7, 2013
MEETING
The July 7, 2013 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society
was called to order at 2:06 P.M. by President
Susan Daugherty. Everyone was thanked
for coming to our last meeting being held in
the Houston Garden Center. Refreshment
Chair Pat Hiscock introduced our
Refreshment Hostess’ & Host for this
meeting. They were Tony and Donna
Robert and Midge Gorman. Ruby Lewellyn
was not able to attend due to an injury to her
leg, Tom brought a homemade Chocolate
Cake.
Thank-you cards were sent around for
Debbie Perillo and Lee Coleman of JJL to
thank them for the many years they grew
beautiful begonias for us to sell at our
Annual Fund Raisers and monthly meetings.
Tom explained that JJL was unable to
continue contract growing for us and
explained the reasons why. Tom and Cheryl
are checking into finding us a new
wholesale grower to contract grow for us.
They are very optimistic. Also a get well
card was sent around for Ruby Lewellyn for
a speedy recovery of her injury. We had
three guests this month and they are Johnny
Cole who is the thirteen year old grandson
of Brenda Andrews. Sandra Rigsby brought
Glenda Perry and Valeda Landry (these
ladies are members of the Blue Bird Garden
Club with Sandra). Sandra Rigsby also
brought cuttings to share with everyone.
Brenda brought episcia cuttings to share.
New member Molly Reed was introduced to
the membership. Molly is Susan’s sister and

joined at the end of the Spring Picnic in
May. Our August meeting program will be
guest speaker Don Miller of Dallas speaking
on Miniature Begonias and Miniaturizing
Begonias. There was a discussion of taking a
Field Trip to Fort Worth Botanic Gardens to
view the Begonia Species Bank. Malcolm
McCorquodale made a motion that we
donate $1,000.00 to the Species Bank the
motion was seconded by Johnny Williams
and passed with no nays. Cheryl Lenert told
us the new slate of officers for National and
encouraged everyone to vote even though
they are running unopposed it is a vote of
confidence to vote for them. The Astros and
Tom Keepin received seeds from Dr. Rekha
Morris collected on her latest trip to India.
Each donated to her trip. The Astro seeds
were added to Tom’s and were planted on
June 25, 2013 and Tom reported that we had
at least 50% germination by this meeting
date. Also a list of the seeds received with
the twelve steps Rekha goes through when
she goes collecting in the wilds of India or
Mexico. The Astro Branch also received
seed from Dr. Mark Tebbitt as a result of our
donation to his collecting trip to Bolivia.
The seeds were B. cinnaborina. The seeds
were given to Tom Keepin to germinate for
us. B. cinnaborina is a tuberous from a high
altitude in the Andes Mountains.
Mary Hughes, manager of the Houston
Garden Center passed out maps to West
Gray Multi-Purpose Center and talked to us
about the facility and offered to give our
group a tour of the entire facility at our
August meeting so we can be familiar with
it. Mary stated that there is no food
preparation area but this will be an Ice
machine and microwaves to heat things.

There was a short break to purchase Raffle
Tickets and buy begonias and of course to
grab some more tasty treats from the
refreshment table. After the break Tom
thanked everyone that brought in their Fairy
Gardens for everyone to enjoy.
Our
Program this month was a Question and
Answer session with our experts Tom
Keepin, Jane Anderson, Gail MacGregor
and Cheryl Lenert (also moderator). Many
questions were asked and answered and the
one thing we all learned is we all lose plants,
buy at least two of each if you can and treat
rhizomatous as succulents. It was also
decided that we should go back to the
beginning and go over all the begonia types
and care. We have many new members and
it will be a refresher for all members.
The drawings were held and here are the
results:
Name Tag:
Faye Stansberry – won – B. ‘Louis Burke’
Sandra Rigsby – won - B. ‘Brazilian Lady’
Raffle Plant:
Joanna Hagler – won – B. ‘Brazilian Lady’
Paul Downey – won – B. ‘Pink Shasta’
There was a final rush to the sale plants.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Debbie Norris, Secretary

REPORT ON SEEDS RECEIVED
FROM DR. REKHA MORRIS
2012 – 2013 Trips to Arnachal Pradesh &
Western Ghats India
The seed from the collecting trip were
received on June 22, 2013 and planted on
June 25th & 26th 2013. There were 10
packets in the Astro package and 11 packets
in Tom Keepin’s package.
Germination first appeared 7 days after
planting and that was B. malabarica and as
of this date July 20, 2013 they are ready for
their first transplant.
Here is how the germination is as of this
date:
B. acetosella var. acetosella 50%
B. acetosella var hirtifolia
100%
B. griffithiana
0%
B. handelii
80%
B. iridescens
0%
B. limprichtii
2 seedlings
B. longifolia
99%
B. palmate
100%
B. dipetala
99%
B. malabarica
100%
Cultivar
25%

SEEDWEED – NATURE’S•GIFT•TO•US

By Jane Blundell
The division of the plant kingdom (Phaeophyta) to which brown algae belongs contains about
1500 species. The largest and most conspicuous brown algae species include the seaweeds and
kelps which grow up to 45m long. Essentially all brown algae are marine in occurrence. Brown
algae•often•form•dense•underwater•“forests”•in•shallow,•cold•water•regions.• The•tips•of•these
submerged plants may float on the surface of the sea forming mats. Such areas abound in life
since they form habitats for many marine animals and other marine plants.
Some phaeophyta have proved useful to humans, chiefly because of the presence of align in
the outer cell wall of many species, particularly the kelps. After harvesting the algae, the align is
extracted from the cell wall. Being an efficient moisturizer and emulsifier, this substance is used
in many industries including ice-cream making, printing, pharmaceuticals, plastics and synthetic
rubber manufacture.
In the past simple fertilizers have been made from some Phaeophkyta. Because they contain
high concentrations of phosphates, these plants were either burned and the ashes spread directly
on the ground, or the raw seaweed was spread over the ground or alternatively ploughed.
However, due to the more profitable manufacture of fertilizers in more recent times the use of
brown algae has declined.
Studies which began in 1959 and which still continue today, have repeatedly demonstrated
that something does indeed happen when plants are sprayed with a seaweed extract solution.
Using seaweed to improve plant growth is a very old practice. Since at least the twelfth
century, tillers of land, who inhabited the shores along the coast of northern Europe, had
collected seaweed for cattle feed and improving the soil. Portuguese fishermen used wet
seaweed to keep their catches fresh and then when it had served its primary purpose, often tossed
the slimy stuff onto their gardens. People gradually began to gather and spread seaweed
intentionally after realizing how much better the plants grew in gardens treated with this
redundant seaweed.
Much earlier, in fact centuries before, Oriental gardeners in coastal areas had discovered how
valuable seaweed was as a soil improver, maintaining the fertility of their land by systematically
using•nature’s•bountiful•gift.
The ash of burnt seaweed at that time known as kelp was used as a fertilizer in the
seventeenth, and eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. A patent was issued in England in 1912 on
a•liquid•preparation•made•from•dried•seaweed.• Some•studies•were•carried•out•during•the•1930’s
into the use of liquid seaweed products. However, it was not until the•1960’s•that•the•bulk•of
evidence was gathered which indicated how effective the use of these plants could be.

Several studies have been carried out in a number of countries and seaweed has been credited
with some quite surprising features. Peaches from trees on which a seaweed solution had been
sprayed showed an unusually long shelf life.
The growth of decay organisms appeared to be inhibited. Some seeds treated with a
concentration of 0.5 percent and 1 percent extract of seaweed germinated more rapidly and
completely, whilst a 5 percent solution reduced germination sharply. This treatment, it was
noted, caused accelerated respiratory activity in the seeds.
Tomato plants treated with seaweed were capable of surviving temperatures of almost 0
degrees•Celsius,•untreated•plants•suffering•demise.• Although•only•recorded•in•the•1940’s•the
practice of protecting vegetables from frost damage by the use of seaweed had long been
practiced by the Eskimo people.
Studies have been conducted which demonstrate that tomatoes are protected from fungus
damages effectively by the use of a seaweed preparation as by the use of fungicide. Indications
from experiments conducted in England and France suggest that fields treated with seaweed are
avoided by nematodes. Red spider mite populations have been recorded to drop appreciably
when seaweed is sprayed. This could be due to the fact that the reproductive rate of red spider
mite is known to fall when the carbohydrate and phosphorus content of the plant leaf is increased
(The carbohydrate laminarin is the chief storage product of Phaeophyta. In addition, fats,
alcohols, and small amounts of other carbohydrates are reported to be stored by some species).
Another study did not corroborate this evidence under greenhouse conditions...
Because sea plants, unlike land plants, never suffer from a short supply of nutrients, they
never develop deficiencies. Seaweed decays readily because it contains very little cellulose.
However, it still contains all the important elements necessary for plant growth

(This article was taken from Begonia
Australis, Journal of the Association of
Australian

Begonia Societies Inc., June 2013 Issue Volume 23
No. 2 pages 17 & 18)
(Note: Zero degrees Celsius is 32 degrees Fahrenheit
45 meters is 147.7 feet)

Members’ Fairy
Gardens from May 2013
Spring Picnic

Seedlings from
Rekha Morris’
collecting trip
to India
2012 - 2013

Landscaping with begonias

July 2013 was
our last meeting
at the Hermann Park
Garden Center
due to future renavations.
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our last meeting
at the Hermann Park
Garden Center
due to future renavations.
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