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SPRING PICNIC AND
MEETING

The May 5, 2013 meeting of the Astro Branch

of the American Begonia Society will be held at
the Home of Cheryl and Charley Lenert, 21744
FM 2920, Hockley. Members are asked not to
arrive before 12:30. We will eat first then have a
short business meeting presided over by President
Susan Daugherty and then our program.
Please give Pat Hiscock a call (281-894-9232) or
send her an E-mail (particiahiscock@att.net) to let
her know if you are planning to attend so enough
meat can be purchased, and also to see if there is
anything she needs to complete the menu. The
main entrée will be Rotisserie Chicken. Please
remember to bring serving utensils for what you
bring to complete the menu. Water and iced tea
will be provided. If you wish to drink soda you
are welcome to bring it with you.

Our Program this month will be presented by
Tom Keepin and Cheryl Lenert. We will be
making Fairy Gardens or Dish Gardens. It’s your
choice. We will be providing all the materials you
need to put your garden together such as planter,

soil, and plants. Members are asked to bring the
garden accessories for your project. There are a
number of places you can find small garden
accessories, such as Target, Dollar Stores, Hobby
Lobby, Another Place In Time and Buchanan’s
Native Plants. Michaels and Toys R Us are a
waste of your time. If you don’t wish to use
miniature furniture and accessories you can make
it inviting by using moss, pebbles and small garden
stones. This will be a fun project. We need to
know who wants to do a project so we will have
enough materials. Contact Tom at 713-686-8539,
there is an answering machine if no one answers.
Please leave a message.

We will also have our regular Raffle and
Name Tag Plants.

Dress comfortably and bring your favorite
lawn chair to sit on. There will be tables to eat on
and be comfortable.

We are looking forward to seeing all of you
and chatting about begonias and things in general.

SEE YOU THERE!




PRUNING, PLANTING

AND TRANSPLANTING

May

1 Capricorn

4th, 5t & 6 Pisces

9" & 10" Taurus

14" & 15" Cancer

234 & 24h Scorpio

27" & 28™ Capricorn
June

1% & 2™ Pisces

Sth, 6" & 7 Taurus

10™ 11" & 127 Cancer

20" & 21% Scorpio

24™ & 25 Capricorn

28" & 29" Pisces

e Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.

e Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR MAY 2013

(Taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac 2013)

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area falls in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of May 2013.

Our Temperatures will be slightly above
normal and precipitation will be near normal. Our
temperatures should average from 69 degrees in
the north to 76 degrees in the south. Our coolest
May temperatures will be May 4™ thru 7%, 17" thru
20™ and 26™ & 27™.  Our warmest May days will
be May 2" & 3™, 10" thru 16", 22™ thru 24™ and
29" thru 31%.  There will be scattered
thunderstorms, a few heavy at times about May 3™
thru 5" and 16" thru 18™. Otherwise, we can
expect widely scattered thunderstorms at 3- to
4-day intervals. May will be very humid.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

Please welcome our new members to the
Astro Branch. Please be sure to add them to your
Membership Roster.

Elaine Riquelmy
506 Winslow
Bellaire, TX 77401

Telephone: 713-665-4529
E-mail: riquelmy@aol.com

Sandra Lynne Smith
2315 Wroxton Road
Houston, TX 77005

Telephone: 713-527-0491
E-mail: ssssmith@att.net

Elaine and Sandra were visitors at our April
meeting. They both love begonias and were
looking for a branch to join, Elaine was already a
member at large of the American Begonia Society.
They left the meeting as members of the Astros.

Welcome ladies to the Astro Branch of the
American Begonia Society. We are pleased to
have you as members and friends.




MINUTES OF THE
APRIL 7, 2013 MEETING

The April 7, 2013 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society was
called to order by Vice-President Janet Carpenter.
President Susan Daugherty was unable to attend
this meeting. Vice-President Carpenter thanked
our refreshment hostesses for their wonderful
assortment of delicious treats.

Minutes: Minutes for the March meeting were
not read due to, Secretary Debbie Norris being
called out of town.

Treasurers Report: Tom Keepin reported that our
checking account balance is very healthy.
Sunshine Report: Cards were sent to Brenda
Andrews for the passing of her mother’s sister and
to Dianna Wilkerson, who had a small stroke.
Vice-President Carpenter welcomed our two
guests Sandra Smith and Elaine Riquelmy.
Before the Business Meeting was completed it was
announced that our guests were now members.
Tom Keepin reminded everyone that our Annual
Fund Raiser is on Saturday, April 13™ at Another
Place In Time from 10:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.

It was announced that LOWES is having a large
plant sale with 75% off, so stock up on any needed
plants.

The National/SWR Convention ‘Begonias,
Deep In The Heart Of Texas’ will be held in
Austin May 29™ — June 2™. Everyone should
have gotten a notification thru the mail. Several
members indicated that they will be attending.
Tom Keepin introduced us to examples of a new
landscape begonia call “Whopper” (there was an
article in the April issue of The Begonia Chatter).
Both bronze and green leafed varieties were
shown.

There was a brief recess so members could
enjoy some more tasty treats and to buy Raffle
Tickets.

The program for this month was Trimming
and Grooming of Begonias.

We were told that you don’t want to trim our
begonias to severely this time of year that should
be done in the Fall. Remember to cut above the
growth node if trimming, conversely, you cut
below the node if you are taking a cutting.

Remove all damaged and sun-scorched leaves.
Remove all debris from the pot. Repot in the next
size larger pot and you can plant a little deeper, up
to the first nodes. Feed well. Note: If using
fish emulsion, add 1 tablespoon of vanilla to kill
the odor so that you don’t have unwanted
visitors....possums and raccoons not to mention
for your breathing fresh air.

ALSO...Fukuni brought her seedlings to
repot and Cheryl Lenert showed us how:
Pick up seedlings by the leaves, NOT the stem.
Tease the seedlings apart with skewers or
toothpicks.
Replant seedlings in small pots or cups again with
damp potting soil.
Place back in a closed environment.
Drawings were held.

Raffle Plant:

B. ‘Steve Hurd’: Won by Tony Robert

B. ‘Richmondensis’ — won by Malcolm
McCorquodale

Name Tag Plant:

B. ‘Brazilian Lady’ — won by Midge Gorman
B. ‘Ice Capades’ — won by Shirll Manes

Dore Prize:

B. “Whopper’ (Pink & Red)

Won by Anna Belle Hicks and Malcolm
McCorquodale.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet Carpenter (for Debbie Norris)




ANNUAL FUND RAISER
2013

Saturday, April 13, 2013 was a beautiful
Spring day in the city of Houston. A light jacket
was needed at 9:00 A.M. while setting up. We
had a beautiful blue sky with wispy clouds and a
high temperature of 75 degrees. We couldn’t
have ordered a nicer day. Our Annual Fund
Raiser was held at Another Place In Time in our
usual area of the nursery. When we arrived to set
up the checkout area, tidy up and spot water we had
four customers in line already waiting for us. We
tried something new this year. Instead of making
them wait outside with the door closed we let two
at a time come in and look around — not shop — just
look around to see what we had and to ask
questions if they had any. The customers loved
this idea and were very good about letting the
people looking around back in the line were they
had been. At 9:50 A.M. the line was going out the
front gate. It was decided to go ahead and open a
few minutes early to relieve the congestion. We
had lots of canes (several new ones brought back
from California), sshrubs, lots of rhizomatous,
thick-stemmed and a few trailing scandents (the
plants were big and full and priced to sell). Our
customers were purchasing plants by the flat and in
a couple of cases several flats. We encouraged
some of our new members to help with the opening
and shadow our more experienced members to
help them learn more about the begonias as we
talked to our customers about the plants they were
buying. It was so busy that we lost track of our
shadows, turns out they were within ear shot
listening and helping customers. Sales were very
brisk all morning and by 2:30 P.M. we were down
about three flats of plain Jane’s in an empty area.
We spoke to Mike (the owner of the nursery) and it
was decided that we would close. The plants that
were left were taken to a member’s home to be
cared for and rejuvenated (they were pretty
tattered).

We had a very nice day, good sales and lots of
member participation (they not only shopped but
helped with sales). With JJL Greenhouses paid
our Annual Fund Raiser cleared $2,011.52.

Good Job Everyone!

THE ASTRO BRANCH WILL BE
MOVING VERY SOON!

The Astro Branch of the American Begonia
Society will be meeting at the Houston Garden
Center 1500 Hermann Drive (Herman Park) on
Sunday, June 9, 2013 1-5 P.M. and July 7, 2013
1-5 P.M.

On August 4, 2013 the Astro Branch of the
American Begonia Society will be meeting at the
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center located at
2020 Herman Drive from 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. We
will be meeting in the Auditorium with the kitchen
that we met in during the renovation of the Garden
Center. We are scheduled to meet at this location
January 5, 2014 thru December 7, 2014 from 1
PM. to 5 PM. While we are meeting at this
location we will have the Staff from the Garden
Center to take care of us.

The demolition of the Houston Garden Center
is scheduled for some time in September or early
October 2013. As of this date no one is exactly
sure. Because of this uncertainty that is why we
are being moved in August 2013 to eliminate any
confusion.

The Garden Center area of Hermann Park will
be torn up for the better part of 2014 and if any
delays occur then into 2015. Fortunately Herman
Drive is on the North side of the Houston Garden
Center, so we won’t have to enter the park. [f 2014
goes by as quickly as 2013 is then it will be over
before we know it.



CHERYL LENERT
21744 F.M. 2920 Road
Hockley, TX 77447
281 255-9004
FROM 290
Take 290 toward Austin.

Exit Mueschke to the right and continue until you come to the stop
light at 2920.

Turn left on 2920 and go 1 mile.

On the right - you will pass a large sign for New Kentucky subdivision,
then a smaller sign for New Kentucky Park, then our mail box.

FROM 45 OR 249

Go south on 2920 until you come to the stop light at Mueschke . Go
1 mile.

On the right- you will pass a large sign for New Kentucky subdivision,

then a smaller sign for New Kentucky Park, then our mail box.

(Do not try to use Google or GPS directions as they are usually
wrong to this address.)

Also be careful as there is a lot of construction on the road in front of
the house.
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Grown by Tom Keepin from seed colleted
by Dr. Rehka Morris
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“I took a photo of the first
three feet of plants in my
Greenhouse. This is why
I am addicted.”

: Ianll MacGregor
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Photograph by Gail MacGregor
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