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Astro Branch
American Begonia Society

4513 Randwick Drive
Houston, Texas 77092-8343
(713) 686-8539

Next Meeting:
DATE: March 3, 2013
TIME: 12:00 PM
PLACE: Houston Garden Center
PROGRAM: Begonias From Seed
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GROWING BEGONIAS _ S
FROM SEED extras to share with your begonia friends.

The March 3, 2013 meeting of the Astro Branch
of The American Begonia Society will be held at
the Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Drive
(Hermann Park). The doors will open at 1:00
P.M. This meeting will be held in the Azalea
Room. The African Violet Society will be having
their Spring African Violet Show and Sale in the
Main Hall. President Susan Daugherty will
preside over this meeting.

Our Refreshment Hostess’ for this meeting will
be: Midge Gorman, Donna Williams and Lucy
Melara.

Our Vice-President/Program  Chair  Janet
Carpenter has a program on Growing Begonias
From Seeds, planned for us this month.
Ruby Lewellyn will present this program. Ruby
has a more scientific approach to growing her
begonias from seed and has had good success.
Ruby will be sharing her method with all our
members. Growing from seed is a very good way
to increase your begonia collection and also have

Everything that is needed for this program will be
provided. If you have any seed you would like to
share your donation will be more than welcome.
Also if you have a favorite container in which you
like to grow your seeds please feel free to bring it
along otherwise a container will be provided.

This will be a very interesting program for
everyone who wishes to participate.  The fun and
interest will last long after the program ends.

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at
the meeting and shopping at the African Violet
Show and Sale next door.

See You There!

B. ‘Buttercup’




March

April

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRNSPLANTING
2nd & 3™ Scorpio

7" & 8™ Capricorn
111" & 120 Pisces

15" 16™ & 17" Taurus

20M 215 & 221 Cancer

30" & 31 Scorpio

34 & 4™ Capricorn
7h & 8t Pisces

12" & 131 Taurus

17h & 18 Cancer

26™ & 27 Scorpio

30" Capricorn

Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.

Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR MARCH 2013

(Taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac 2013)

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area falls in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map.

Here is what they predict our weather will be like
for the month of March 2013.

Our temperatures will be near normal and we
will have slightly above normal precipitation.
Our temperatures should average from 47 degrees
in the north to 58 degrees in the south. Our
coolest March temperatures will be the 1sy & 2n,
5™ thru 9™, 12" thru 14™ 17" thru 19", 23" thru
27" 30™ & 31*.  Our warmest March days will be
the 1%, 16", 21" & 22" and 29"

Our best chance for showers and thunderstorms,
which will be locally heavy, should be on the 4t
thru 7%, 11th & 12" 16" thru 18", 22" thru 25"
and 29™ & 30™.

The potential for weather will be higher than
normal with hail and tornadoes likely.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Happy Birthday wishes go out to all our
members who were born in this month of March.

Jo DeLeon March 3™
Lisa Holmes March 27%
Wendy Robbins March 15™

May your birthday be one that is filled with
delight, with pleasant surprises from morning to
night and may all the joys that this day brings to
you happens over and over each day all year
through.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!



WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

Please welcome our new members to the Astro
Branch. Please be sure to add them to your
Membership Roster

Josephine (Jo) DeLeon

21107 Settlers Valley Drive
Katy, TX 77449-4112
Telephone: 281-919-9750
E-mail: hydrilady@yahoo.com

Sandra S. Rigsby

P.O. Box 451993

Houston TX 77245

Telephone: 713-433-8874

E-mail: sandrasrigsby@gmail.com

Wendy Robbins

904 Arlington Street

Houston, TX 77008

Telephone: 713-542-9610

E-Mail: wrobbins@wendyrobbins.net

Welcome to the Astro Branch of The
American Begonia Society we are very pleased to
have each of you as a member and a friend.
Happy Growing!

B. 'Dresden Gold'

MEMBERS NOT FEELING
BRIGHT AND CHIPPER

Brenda Andrews’ knee replacement surgery
went very well. Brenda stayed in the hospital a
couple of days after the surgery then went to a
physical therapy unit for about ten days or so.
Brenda is now at her sisters and goes to therapy
two or three times a week. Brenda is pleased with
her progress and looks forward to seeing everyone
at our meeting in the near future. Brenda has been
enjoying the cards of cheer and encouragement she
has been receiving. Let’s keep them coming.

Susanne Adams is undergoing treatment for
breast cancer at the moment. Susanne recently
retired from M. D. Anderson and was looking
forward to coming to Begonia meetings. Here is
Susanne’s address so we can send cards of cheer
and/or encouragement:

Sussane Adams
14827 Delbarton Drive
Houston, TX 77083

We have never met Susanne. Work schedules
prevented her from attending any of our meetings.
Susanne is looking forward to the day she can meet
everyone and enjoy learning about Begonias.

Edna LaFour our member from Edna, TX had
her last round chemo treatment in August. Edna
says she has hair again and is taking Xgeva shots to
strengthen her bones, and will always have to do
that. Edna says “They have come so far with
cancer treatment it is unreal”. Let’s send cards of
cheer to our good friend Edna. Here is her
address:

Edna LaFour
P.O. Box 776
Edna, TX 77957

Edna is looking forward to seeing all of us again
someday soon.



REX BEGONIAS HAVE COME
TO TOWN

Rex Begonias, Can-like, Shrub-like and
Rhizomatous Begonias have come to 3 nurseries in
the Houston area:

Cornelius Nursery
2233 Voss Road
713-782-8640

Cornelius Nursery
1200 N. Dairy Ashford St.
281-493-0550

Another Place In Time
1102 Tulane @ West 11"
713-864-9717

Cornelius Nurseries have some beautiful rex
begonias (from Exotic Angel) in 4.8 inch pots that
are absolutely beautiful for $6.99 (They are worth
the price). On Saturday February 23" they were
unpacking and putting out for sale some very nice
Cane-like and Shrub-like begonias in 6 inch pots.
I was not there in person, but talking to Thomas an
employee of Cornelius on the phone. Thomas did
not know the price but said they were beautiful.
Thomas also said they have a fresh shipment of
begonias in hanging baskets.

Another Place In Time has 4 inch rex
begonias that are nice for $5.99 and a very fresh
shipment of cane-like, shrub-like and rhizomatous

begonias that are very, very nice in 6 inch pots for
$9.99.

There may be other nurseries in town that have
begonias that I have not visited yet. Will keep
you posted as we locate them.

' Begonias Deep in the Heart of Texas
ABS/SWR ConvenTioN 2013
May 29 JUNE 1




Pictures from the Astro’s February 2013 monthly meeting




More pictures from
the February meeting.




More pictures from
the February meeting.



Landscaping with begonias in Houston, Texas.




