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TERRARIUMS & MINIATURES
The February 3, 2013 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society will be
held at the Houston Garden Center, 1500
Hermann Drive (Hermann Park). The doors will
open at 1:00 P.M. The meeting will be held in
the main hall. President Susan Daugherty will
preside over the meeting.
Our Refreshment Hostess’ for this meeting will
be Susan Willis, Cheryl Lenert and Susan
Daugherty.
Our Vice-President/Program Chair Janet
Carpenter has a program on Terrariums and
Miniatures planned for us this month. We have a
lot of members who enjoy growing terrariums and
miniatures (when they can be found). Janet has
several terrariums that are in need of being redone
and will share cuttings. If you have any
terrariums that are in need of reworking or are
very overgrown please bring them. If you have
any miniatures you would like to display they are
more than welcome. Since we will be working
on terrariums that are overgrown there will be
cuttings involved. If you think you would be

February 3, 2013
2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center
Terrariums & Miniatures

www.begoniahouston.org
interested in obtaining some of the cuttings that
might be available please bring some small
containers to plant them in. If you have a
favorite medium that you like to use for your
terrariums please bring that along as well. There
will be a limited amount of some of the more
widely used mediums available along with a
limited number of small (8 oz.) containers
available for a small price should they be needed.
For those of you who grow terrariums at the
present time Home Depot is carrying Better-Gro
Premium Grade Orchid Moss 190 cu. in. for $5.00
each plus tax. This is the time they normally
carry it, so if you need some you best get it now.
Also Another Place In Time usually has it
available most of the time for $5.99 a package
plus tax. If you want to use latex gloves while
working with sphagnum moss please bring them
with you.
This will be a fun and educational program so
please plan to join us. Our Officer will be there
for the parking and the Refreshment Hostess’ will
have lots of tasty treats for you.
See you there!

PRUNING, PLANTING
AND TRANSPLANTING
February
3rd & 4th
7th & 8th
11th, 12th & 13th
16th & 17th
21st & 22nd

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

March
2nd & 3rd
7th & 8th
11th & 12th
15th, 16th & 17th
20th, 21st & 22nd
30th & 31st

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer
Scorpio

WEATHER FORECAST FOR
FEBRUARY 2013

_______________________________________

Brenda Andrews
Having Knee surgery
Our friend and fellow Begoniac will not be
at this meeting Sunday, February 3, 2013.
Brenda will be at the home of her sister Eddie
Raye Andrews, so Eddie Raye can take her to the
hospital early Monday morning to have knee
replacement surgery. Brenda will be staying
with her sister after the surgery to recover.
Below is the address you can send any cards
of cheer and notes of encouragement.
Brenda Andrews
c/o Eddie Raye Andrews
P.O. Box 167
Waller, TX
77484
Please keep Brenda in your prayers. We
know the operation will go well, we just would
like her to heal quickly.

Taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac 2013)
According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding areas falls in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of February.
Our temperatures will be slightly below
normal and our precipitation will be slightly
above normal. Our temperatures should average
from 36 degrees in the North to 50 degrees in the
South. Our coolest February temperatures will
be the 4th thru 7th. 11th thru 13th, 17th 21st and the
28th. Our warmest February temperatures will
be the 3rd, 9th & 10th, 15th & 16th and 24th thru
26th..
There will be periods of rain and
thunderstorms in the South and snow and rain in
the North about February 3rd thru 5th, 10th thru
12th, 16th thru 19th and 27th & 28th. There may
likely be severe weather especially in the South.
Be prepared for it to be windy at times.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Happy Birthday wishes go out to all our members
who were born in this month of February.
Jane Anderson
Orval Love

February 23rd
February 28th

May your birthday be one that is filled with
delight, with pleasant surprises from morning to
night and may all the joys that this day brings to
you happen over and over each day all year
through!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

REFRESHMENT CHAIR
FOUND
Pat Hiscock has volunteered to take the position
of Refreshment Chair.
We have several
openings for Hosts & Hostess for 2013. Pat can
be reached by telephone at 281-894-9232 or by
E-mail at patriciahiscock@att.net.
The
months we need volunteers are as follows:
March - 1 person, May – 2 persons, July – 1
person, August – 2 persons, September – 3
persons, October – 3 persons, November – 1
person. If you can fill in a month or two as Host
or Hostess please contact Pat by telephone,
E-mail or see her at the meeting on February 3,
2013.
Everyone looks forward to the
wonderfully tasty treats at the meetings. Please
do what you can.

OUR CUTTINGS ARE VERY
HAPPY AT JJL
All our cuttings from the January Cutting Party
and a large part of the rhizomatous cuttings that
were put down on September 9, 2012 were taken
to JJL on Monday, January 7, 2013. They are
very happy with their bottom heat and overhead
mist and lots of food to eat. On Monday, January
21st the final batch of rhizomatous cuttings were
delivered to JJL since the weather was nice and
warm. We were not comfortable taking the very
young cuttings out into the very cold weather we
recently experienced. They have joined the
others on the benches with the bottom heat and
overhead mist. The original group of cuttings
are doing very well in this environment. It is our
plan to take photos and publish them in the photo
gallery of this publication so you can watch their
progress along with us. It is exciting to watch
them go thru the wonderful changes of going
from a cutting to a mature plant. As our friend
Debbie always tells me a week is a very long time
in the life of a plant, so we should have some very
beautiful plants for our Annual Fund Raiser.

HABIT
The normal procedure to describe a plant is to start with its habit [method of growth] and then ascend
from the roots to the flowers.
The habit [manner of growth] of Begonia and their shape is so variable that it is difficult to classify
them into categories. In the older literature a common system used was to group the Begonia and their so
called "different types of roots" as bulbous, tuberous, rhizomatous and fibrous.
It is unfortunate that this system gained such widespread usage and is still used in some .dialogues
because it is botanically wrong. A tuber, rhizome or bulbs are all swollen parts of the stem and even though
they may grow underground, they are not roots.
The root is the descending axis of a plant that fixes it in the earth and absorbs nutrients from |L There
are two basic systems of plant roots.
A tap root system has one longer root that is a direct continuation from the radicle [the embryonic
root of a germinating seed]. When there is no well-developed primary tap root and the root is divided into a
multitude of fine branches, it is a fibrous root system.
All Begonia have fibrous root system.

Simple stem

Rhizomatous stem

Tuberous stem

Tuberhybrida stem

Caudiciform

The current system of Horticultural Classification used by the American Begonia Society for show
purposes is based on the types of modified stems.
The primary habits of Begonia are:
Erect or semierect stems. Some are cane-like with smooth bamboo-like stems, and a few have a
basal swollen caudex. The internodes [space between the swollen nodes] are usually long and fairly even in
length. Most do not branch readily, but do send up new shoots from the base. Some are Thick-stemmed
that develop thick stout unbranching stems at an early age. The nodes may or may not be swollen. The
internodes may be long or short just as the thickness of the stem varies. Other of the Semperflorens group
are annuals descended from B. cucullata. They have succulent herbaceous stems. The cultivars have
ever-blooming multitudes of flowers, and their leaves are usually thick, smooth and shiny.
Shrub-like are bushy, full, compact plants with many freely branching erect or semierect stems
arising from the base. The stems are flexuous [zigzag] with the internodes deviating in direction from each
other.
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Rhizomatous have thickened stems above or below the ground, consisting of a series of nodes and
internodes with leaves and/or roots often produced from the nodes.
Tuberous species have enlarged irregularly rounded underground stems. The Tuberhybrida
Group grow from irregular lens-shaped tubers, hollowed in the middle or fiat on one side. The round scar
left from the previous season's stem, denotes the "top"of the tuber. The surface of the tuber is thickly
covered with lateral roots. They are noted for their large beautiful flowers.
Caudiciform [previously called semi-tuberous] stem in form of a caudex, [enlarged at the base into
an above ground frequently tapered stem].
Scandent are climbing, growing upward on available supports, or lianescent climbing supported by
adventitious roots.
STEMS
Begonia are caulescent [have stems above the ground] or acaulescent [stem absent or
inconspicuous].
The stem (or the stalk) is the main axis of the plant that bears the leaves and the flowers. The nodes
are the enlarged places on the stem where the leaves either form, or start to grow. The parts of the stem
between the nodes are the internodes.
The stems of Begonia are very varied. They are usually herbaceous [not woody] and more or less
succulent [fleshy-juicy], or suffrutescent [woody at the base]. They may be single [or few] growing tall
and erect [straight up] with prominent nodes and long internodes giving the appearance of bamboo canes
[cane-like]. Some are fruticose [Shrubby, bushy, with many branching stems]. Some are with short
internodes, thick and fleshy, and some swollen at the base; others grow oblique at an angle to the ground];
procumbent [flat on the ground]; repent [creeping along the surface rooting at the nodes]; sarmentose
[producing long flexible runners or stolons].
The stems may be glabrous [without any vestiture] or with vestiture [covering that will be defined
in detail later]. They may be round and even [without any inequality of the surface] or angled, or striated
[marked by longitudinal lines]. Many have small swelling that look like warts and e n tied [doubly convex
shaped like a lentil seed]; they may be oblong, or linear, or round or globular. Many of these descriptive
characters can also be applied to a peduncle [the main flower stalk], or a petiole [the stalk of a leaf].
LEAVES —Arrangement
The most frequent arrangement of leaves on a stem of Begonia is alternate [one leaf forms from a
node on alternating sides of the stem]. A few with creeping stems are close and distichous [a variation of
alternate with the leaves on opposite sides in a uniform close row]. Some are opposite [with two leaves
from the same node on opposite sides of the stem], Some are whorled or fasciculate [with several leaves
growing from a common axis as from the base of acaulescent plants].
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The structure of all Begonia leaves consist of the blade [the expanded part], the petiole [leaf stalk]
and a pair of stipules [a small ear-like appendage at the base of the petiole].

The leaf may be simple [with only one blade per petiole] or compound [ with two or more blades
from the same petiole]. The blade is usually bilaterally asymmetrical [the portions on each side of the main
vein are not equal].
The umbo is the place where the petiole is attached to the blade. A peltate leaf has the umbo
anywhere within the margin [the outer edge of the leaf blade]. A non-peltate or basifixed leaf has the
umbo at the margin [outer edges of the blade],
Simple leaves
Basifixed

Peltate

B. ferramica.

B.letouzeyi

B. dioica

B. multistaminea

Compound leaves

B. carolineifolia

B. thiemei

The blade position relative to the petiole is either straight [the mid rib (or midnerve) continues in a
straight line with the petiole], or oblique [the midrib extends at an angle of approximately 45° from the
petiole], or transverse [the midrib is almost a 90° angle with the petiole].
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Pictures from January 2013’s Annual Cutting Party

More pictures from the cutting party.

Debbie Perillo
Propagator Extraodinaire!
At JJL Grrenhouse with our recent cuttings.

B. ‘Betsy’ (a Don Miller highbrid)

B. ‘Dancing Girl’ Challenge plant for 2013

