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Next Meeting:
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:
PROGRAM:

January 6, 2013
2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center
Annual Cutting Party

www.begoniahouston.org

ANNUAL CUTTING
AND
POTTING PARTY

The January 6, 2013 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society
will be held at the Houston Garden Center,
1500 Hermann Drive (Hermann Park). The
doors will open at 1:00 P.M. The meeting
will be held in the main hall. President
Susan Daugherty will preside over this
meeting
Our Refreshment Hostess’ for this
meeting will be Janet Carpenter, Irene
Bragg and Faye Stansberry.
Our Program this month is really not a
program but more of a party. This is our
Annual Cutting/Potting Party. The rooted
cuttings will be used for our Annual Fund
Raiser in April and for the Collection
Enhancement Table. We are requesting
members bring NAMED, cuttings such as
Cane-like, Shrub-like,
trailing/scandent,
Thick-stemmed and Species or U-numbers.
We are also asking members who put down
rhizomatous cuttings at the September 9,
2012 meeting to bring them back, so they
can potted into 4 inch pots and taken to be
grown at JJl. Your cuttings should be nice
sized and in the process of getting hardened
off.
You will need a pair of scissors or
pruners for making fresh cuts on cuttings or
cutting from plants that may be brought in.
The pots, soil, pencils and name tags will be
provided by the club. So please dress
comfortably and be prepared to get your
hands dirty and have fun. There will be a

Raffle Plant or two and the ever popular
Name Tag Plant. If you have lost or just
don’t have a name tag please let Tom know
before this meeting 713-686-8539.
If your dues were due in December and
are now due in January Tom will be happy
to take your dues and send them in for you.
Just make your check out the Astro Branch –
A.B.S.
So please make plans to join us for our
first meeting of 2013. All your Begonia
Friends will be there to talk begonias with
and besides we will be having a lot of fun.
Have your parking permit handy so our
officer will let you park in one of the saved
spots
We are looking forward to seeing
everyone at our first meeting of the New
Year.
SEE YOU THERE!

___________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Happy Birthday wishes go out to all our
members who were born in this month of
January.
Leigh Boyer
Marilyn Chapman
Susan Daugherty
Cheryl Lenert
Ruby Lenert
Malcolm McCorquodale
Debbie Perillo

January 16th
January 30th
January 27th
January 24th
January 2nd
January 17th
January 23rd

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

PRUNING, PLANTING AND
TRANSPLANTING
January
7th & 8th
11tj & 12th
15th & 16th
20th & 21st
25th & 26th

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

February
3rd & 4th
7th & 8th
11th, 12th & 13th
16th & 17th
21st & 22nd

Scorpio
Capricorn
Pisces
Taurus
Cancer

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JANUARY 2013

·

Planting and Transplanting are best
done in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.

(Taken from the Harris Farmer’s Almanac
2013)

·

Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area falls
in Region 7 of the National Weather Map.
Here is what they predict our weather will
be like for the month of January 2013
Our temperatures will be slightly below
normal and our precipitation will be above
normal. Our temperatures should average
from 32 degrees in the north to 48 degrees in
the south. Our coolest January days will be
the 2nd & 3rd, 6th thru 9th, 13th thru 18th and
28th thru 31st. Our warmest January days
will be the 5th, 11th and 21st thru 26th. There
will be mainly rain in the south and snow,
freezing rain and rain in the north around
January 5th thru 8th, 12th thru 16th and 27h
thru 30th. There will be showers possible at
about 4 day intervals, as well. Be prepared
for cold air that will likely push to the Gulf.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
PARTY RECAP
On December 2, 2012 the Astro Branch
Annual Christmas Party was held at the
Houston Garden Center 1500 Hermann Park
Drive (Herman Park). The day was sunny
with scattered puffy clouds and 82 degrees.
Not exactly Christmas weather but beautiful
none the less. Members started to arrive
promptly a 12:00 P.M.
They started
carrying in boxes wrapped in colorful paper,
homemade desserts and other homemade
goodies to tempt and delight the taste buds
and those participating in the Christmas
Table Competition were bringing in their
materials and transforming their table into
Christmas wonders.
Donna & Tony
Robert and Irene Bragg took charge of
making sure the food tables were set up
nicely and easy to negotiate. Allan Manes
received the Exchange Gifts and Door Prizes
and gave out the tickets for the drawings. At
last all was set and the Christmas Party
officially began a little after 1:00 P.M.
Attendees munched on appetizers while
Mary Hughes, Tosha Rydolph, Tori Billis
and Matthew Davis judged the Christmas
Table Decorations. With that completed it
was time for the Christmas Feast featuring
Baked Spiral Cut Ham and Lasagna and all
the trimmings. The noise level seemed to
drop somewhat as everyone was enjoying
the feast, but there was still a lot of laughter
to be heard. After the feast there were a few
announcements then Judges Mary Hughes,
Tosha, Tori and Matthew explained the
things they liked about each Christmas

Table Decoration.
Lead Judge Mary
Hughes announced the winners as follows:
Third Place:
Midge Gorman, Second
Place: Donna Robert and First Place: Tom
Keepin.
Congratulations to all the winners and a job
well done to all the participants. All of the
entries were beautiful. Next on the agenda
was the installation of Officers. Outgoing
President Robert was presented with a
plaque with a begonia on it and a bouquet of
roses, Vice-President Manes was also
presented a plaque with the picture of a
begonia on it and a single rose with all of the
Thanks of the Astro membership for a job
well done. Tom Keepin casually installed
the incoming officers President Susan
Daugherty,
Vice-President
Janet
Carpenter, Secretary Debbie Norris and
Treasurer himself. With that completed then
the fun began in earnest. Allan Manes had
the honor of drawing the tickets for the
Exchange Gifts and the Door Prizes. The
gifts again this year were very nice and it
was obvious that lots of thought went into
their purchase. With all the gifts given and
Door Prizes given it was time to clean up
and go home. It was a lovely and fun party
enjoyed by all. We missed all of you who
were unable to join in the fun and we are
looking forward to seeing you in the New
Year.

B. angularis Raddi var. angularis

In 1820 Guiseppe Raddi, an Italian botanist, published 40 species he had collected
in Bazil. B. angularis was on his list. It is in section Pritzelia. It has also been
passed around labeled incorrectly as B. zebrine.

B. angularis is cane-like and tall growing (over 4 feet at maturity). It
is a glabrous plant of medium strength, more or less bushy, and ornamental
by reason of its leaves. Stems are erect, slightly branched,
hexagonal-angled, red in color and brown at the base, with long internodes
with a deep red ring at the base.
Leaves are medium, ovate-oblong, cordate, acuminate,
undulate-crenulate, denticulate on the edges, glabrous, thick; the upper
surface is dark green with silky lights, and marked with silver bands along
the primary veins; the underneath is pale green on a red ground. Stipules are
large, ovate-lanceolate, pale green quickly turning brown, persistent.
Many very small white flowers appear on long erect peduncles. Male
flowers have four tepals, female flowers five tepals. It is a sparse bloomer:
in four years my plant has never bloomed.
*See article on B. acetosa for physical description of Brazil.
Culture
Light: Enjoys a semi-sunny location. Morning sun is ideal, but B. angularis
can take some afternoon sun if it is not too hot.
Temperature: B. angularis is most happy with a temperature range between
65F-75F, but can tolerate 40F-50F with no apparent harm.
Humidity: This begonia does not require high humidity; it gets along fine
on a windowsill or shelf. In taking cuttings, I usually place a plastic bag
over the cutting to help promote roots. The last cutting I removed from the
bag to pot had long hairy roots formed at all the nodes above the submerged
area of the cutting.
Propagation: B. angularis roots easily from stem cuttings. This is the fastest
way to get a full pot.
Growing Medium: It does not appear to be fussy about the type of mix used,
possibly because Brazil does not seem to have very rich soil. I have been
using the soil mix suggested in the Thompsons' Begonias: The Complete
Reference Guide, and B. angularis seems to be very happy with it.
Whatever you use, just make sure that it is a porous mix.
Potting: I have B. angularis in a clay pot, which I think is best for all
cane-like begonias (with the exception of hanging plants).
This article was taken from Begonias Part 1: Species by Mary Weinberg.

Astro Branch’s Christmas
table decorating competition

Janet Carpenter

Tom Keepin

Donna Robert

Midge Gorman

Susan Daugherty

Irene Bragg

More pictures from the
Astro Branch’s Christmas Party

Astro’s 2012 Christmas Party

A special thanks to the staff from the Garden Center
for making this great party possible.

