
BEGONIA
CHATTER

Astro Branch

American Begonia Society

4513 Randwick Drive
Houston, Texas 77092-8343
(713) 686-8539

Next Meeting:
DATE: July 1, 2012
TIME:
PLACE: NO MEETING
PROGRAM: THIS MONTH

JULY 2012 ISSUE absastro.net

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE
DAY!

There will not be a meeting for the month of
July. The 4th of July is a very big holiday and
even though it falls on Wednesday this year the
park will be very busy.

We will have our next meeting on August 5th.
We will meet at the Houston Garden Center in the
Main Hall and our meeting will be our Annual
Plant Swap.
Mark Your Calendar!

The September meeting has been moved to
September 9, 2012. September 2, 2012 is Labor
Day Week-end. We will be meeting in the Azalea
Room due to a function that will be happening just
after we leave. We will have our officer so there
will be no problem parking.

We hope you have a fun and safe 4th of July
and we will see you all on August the 5th.

Until Then!
Happy Growing!



MINUTES OF THE
JUNE 3, 2012 MEETING

The June 3, 2012 meeting of The Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society
was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Cheryl
Lenert acting for President Donna Robert.
Cheryl welcomed new members Lisa
Holmes and Paul Downey. Guests Mary
Kingston and her mother were introduced by
Teresa See.

Teresa See asked for two Hostess’•for•the
August meeting. It was announced that
there will not be a meeting in July because
of the July 4th. It was also announced that
there was a problem with our meeting
September 2, 2012 it will be Labor Day
week-end. It was brought up that we could
meet• at• Cheryl• Lenert’s• or• at• the• Garden
Center on September 9, 2012. Tom Keepin
will check with Mary Hughes and will
inform the members. Tom Keepin gave the
Treasure’s report stating that our bank
account is very healthy.

Our Challenge Plants were returned this
month and members were asked to vote on
the one they thought was the best. Shirll
Manes showed several plants which she had
brought.

Our speaker was Lisa Holmes, President
of the Satellite Branch of the American
Begonia Society. Lisa talked about several
of the orchids she had brought and
demonstrated repotting the largest and most
overgrown plant. Lisa said she makes her
own potting mix with equal parts of orchid
charcoal, sponge rock and sunshine mix.
Two of the three orchid divisions were put
on the table with the Name Tag Plants. Lisa

gave a very informative and interesting
program.

It was announced that Malcolm
McCorquodale would be our new web
master. Tom showed off several new plants
he had purchased in San Antonio and would
be taking to our friend Debbie at JJL
Greenhouses to add new blood to their
begonia stock house. They were: B.
‘Shanika’,• B.• ‘Simple• Simon’,• B.’• Drag
Queen’,• B.• ‘Betsy’• and• B. ’Fascinating
Rhythm. These are all rhizomatous. It is
hoped that lots of cane-like will be found in
San Diego at the National Convention.

The winners of the Challenge Plant voting:
1st Place: Malcolm McCorquodale
2nd Place: Janet Carpenter
3rd Place: Mike Bragg

Raffle Plant Drawing:
B. ‘Louis•Burke’ Midge•Gorman
B. ‘Laguna’ Johnny•Williams

Name Tag Drawing:
B. ’Jean•Pernot’ Brenda•Andrews
B. ‘Flamingo•Queen’• Gail•MacGregor
Orchid Leigh Boyer
Orchid Cheryl Lenert

Door Prize Drawing:
Cora Trailing Vinca Basket was won

by Malcolm McCorquodale

Meeting was adjourned at 3:40

Respectfully submitted
Betsy Ginsburg, Secretary



PRUNING, PLANTING
& TRANSPLANTING

July
3rd, 4th & 5th Capricorn
8th & 9th Pisces
12th, 13th & 14th Taurus
18th & 19th Cancer
27th & 28th Scorpio
31st Capricorn

August
1st Capricorn
4th & 5th Pisces
9th & 10th Taurus
14th & 15th Cancer
23rs & 24th Scorpio
27th & 28th Capricorn
31st Pisces

· Planting and Transplanting are best
done in Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces
with Cancer being the best.

· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn

GREAT WEB SITE FOR
PICTURES OF BEGONIAS

Surfing the internet I found this great
organization in Washington DC called DC
Tropics. At their web site they have hundreds
of picture of begonias in nice settings. Check
them out at Flicker when you get a chance

http://www.flickriver.com/photos/
dctropics/sets/

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JULY

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall
in Region 7 of the National Weather Map.
Here is what is expected for the Month of
July.
Temperatures will be near normal and near
normal precipitation. The average
temperatures should range from 81 degrees
in the north to 84 degrees in the south. Our
coolest days will be July 6th – 9th, 15th -18th,
and 23rd - 27th. Our warmest days will be
July 3rd – 5th, 13th & 14th, 20th & 21st and
29th – 31st. Hurricane potential is highest
July 8th – 12th and 21st – 24th. Otherwise,
Expect widely scattered showers and
thunderstorms at 4 to 5 day intervals. Also
expect it to very humid.

(Taken from the Harris•Farmer’s•Almanac
2012)



HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
TO YOU

Happy birthday wishes go out to all out
members who were born in this month of July:

Sara Chumley July 26th

Paul Downey July 9th

Tom Keepin July 18th

Shirll Manes July 25th

Brad Neugebauer July 13th

Gene Salisbury July 6th

Don’t Hurry, Be Happy.
This is a time to celebrate all that has passed
and whatever comes next.
Most of all, a time to pause, look around and
enjoy.
Happy Birthday! WELCOME NEW

MEMBERS

Please welcome our new members to the
Astro Branch. Please be sure to add them to
your Membership Roster.

Paul G. Downey
3523 village oaks

Kingwood, TX 77339
Telephone: 281-358-2622

E-mail: mbdnspd@hal-pc.org

Lisa Holmes
315 County Rd. 417
Dayton, TX 77535

Telephone: 281-576-0574
E-mail: lisashepholmes@verizon.net



Begonia decora Stapf

Drawing by Nannette Watkins

Text by Mary Weinberg

"Decora" means elegant, and its distinctive foliage makes this a

truly elegant begonia. A dwarf plant with very compact growth, attaining a

height of only six inches, it is a beautiful and unusual plant for a terrarium

grouping, or as a single plant in a closed container. It is in the section

Platycentrum.



B. decora was discovered in Penang, Malaya in 1892 by O. Stapf. It is
rhizomatous, with a short, fleshy, creeping, hairy rhizome. Leaves are
medium-sized, cordate, dentate, of a dark maroon, with lime green veins and minute
elevations. Except for the veins, the entire leaf is covered with magenta plush-like
hair. Flowers are large and pink. The male has four tepals, the female five. Blooms
appear in the spring on 3 to 5 inch peduncles.

CULTURE
Humidity: B. decora requires very high humidity, and can only be grown in a
terrarium or a very humid greenhouse.
Light: B. decora likes bright light. I have my container under lights, at the end of the
tubes so the plant will retain its beautiful coloring. If you use natural light, be sure
you place your container in indirect light where sun cannot touch it.
Growing Medium: For B. decora I use unmilled sphagnum moss that has been
soaked in very hot water. The moss should then be chopped into small pieces (1 or 2
inches in length). Mix in perlite (1 part perlite to 5 parts moss). Mike Kartuz
suggests pouring a very weak solution of diluted fertilizer over the moss before
squeezing out all the liquid. After planting B. decora in your container, leave the
container top partially open for one or two days; this will allow the excess moisture
from the top of the growing medium to evaporate, and there will be less chance of
mildew or root rot.
Water: When the container has been closed, condensed moisture collects on the
glass and runs down into the growing medium. Repeating this cycle eliminates the
need to water. If too much moisture collects on the glass, partially remove the cover
of the terrarium for a day, then replace the top. This should correct the moisture
problem - if not, the procedure may be repeated.
Plants can be kept in a closed environment for at least two seasons before changes
become necessary.

<This article was written by Mary Weinberg and was taken from a publication
entitled ‘Mary Weinberg’s Begonias’.>



From our June Meeting, Lisa Holmes talking about orchids!



Winners of the Challenge Plant voting:

Malcolm McCorquodale’s
First Place plant.

Janet Carpenter with her
Second Place plant.

Mike Bragg with his
Third Place plant.



More Winners at the June Meeting:

Raffle Plant winner Johnny Williams
with B. ‘Laguna’

Raffle Plant winner Midge Gorman
with B. ‘ Louis Burke’

Name Tag Drawing winner Gail MacGregor
with B. ‘Flamingo Queen’ Door Prize winner Malcolm

McCorquodale with a basket of
trailing Cora vinca.



More pictures from
the June Meeting


