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ORCHIDS COMPANION
PLANTS TO BEGONIAS

The June 3, 2012 meeting of the Astro Branch
of the American Begonia Society will be held at
the Houston Garden Center 1500 Hermann Park
Drive (Hermann Park). The doors will open at
1:00 P.M. and the meeting will be held in the Main
Hall. Our Refreshment Host and Hostess’ for this
meeting are Johnny & Donna Williams, Millie
Garrett and Janet Carpenter.

President Donna Robert will preside over this
meeting. There will be a short business meeting
to keep us all up to date on what is going on with
the Astros, Southwest Region and National.

Our Program this month will be presented by
Lisa Holmes, Director of the Southwest Region
and President of the Houston Satellite Branch.
Lisa is a very talented woman and one of her many
talents is growing beautiful orchids. Lisa grows
her orchids and begonias side by side because they
make excellent companion plants. Lisa will
explain how she grows her plants, what medium
she uses (she makes her own), how she fertilizes
them and will show us how to divide some that are

over-grown. Lisa is a very good grower so we
will learn a lot from her.

REMEMBER! Your Challenge plants are
due this month---Dead or Alive. While in San
Antonio Tom found some new begonia hybrids by
Tim Anderson of Miami and others that we have
not had in this area. Tom will being them and let
you see the new additions before they go to our
friend Debbie at JJL Greenhouses for propagation.

This meeting we will have 4 inch plants for
sale, Raffle Plants and Name Tag Plants. Our
Refreshment  Host  and  Hostess’  will  have  lots of
tasty treats and cool drinks to wash them down

All your Begonia friends will be there to talk
Begonias with. This should be a very informative
meeting for all.

See you there!



PRUNING, PLANTING
& TRANSPLANTING

June
2nd & 3rd Scorpio
6th & 7th Capricorn
10th, 11th & 12th Pisces
15th, 16th & 17th Taurus
19th, 20th & 21st Cancer
29th & 30th Scorpio

July
3rd, 4th & 5th Capricorn
8th & 9th Pisces
12th, 13th & 14th Taurus
18th & 19th Cancer
27th & 28th Scorpio
31st Capricorn

· Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.

· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn

WEATHER FORECAST
FOR JUNE

According to the United States Weather
Service, Houston and surrounding area fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what is expected for the Month of June.
Temperatures will slightly below normal and
precipitation slightly above normal.
Temperatures should average from 76 in the north
to 80 in the south. Coolest temperatures will be
June 3-5, 11-13, 20-23, and 28. Warmest
temperature will be June 1-2, 8-10, 15-18, and 30.
Showers and thunderstorms, will be most
numerous in the North and West about June 1-4,
8-12, 19-21 and 27-28. Isolated thunderstorms
can pop up at any time, especially along the Gulf.
Humid.

(Taken from Harris Farmer’s
Almanac 2012)

MINUTES OF THE
MAY 6, 2012 MEETING

The May 6, 2012 meeting of the Astro Branch
of the American Begonia Society was called to
order at 2:00 P.M. by President Donna Robert.
Donna thanked everyone for attending and thanked
the  Refreshment  Host  and  Hostess’  for  the
wonderful selection of tasty treats they provided.
President Robert Thanked Debbie Norris for
providing her home and garden for our meeting.
Teresa See announced that we needed members to
sign up for refreshments for June and August.
Cards were circulated for 3 members. They were
for Dianna Wilkerson who fell and seriously hurt
her leg, Edna Lafour who had what she hopes was
her last Chemo treatment, and Mike Lowery for all
he does for our branch. Tom Keepin gave the
treasurers report stating that our checking account
was very healthy. Donation proposals were brought
up and they were, pay for 300 of the plants that
were being shipped to San Antonio via Austin.
(passed), Make a donation of $2,000.00 to Fort
Worth Botanical Gardens Species Bank (passed),
Make a donation for a Major Trophy for the National
Convention in San Diego (passed).
Several of Debbie’s neighbors came to the meeting
and Debbie introduced them. Gail MacGregor
talked about B. pseudo-lubbersii and showed a plant
grown by Tom Keepin.

Our Program was presented by Tom Keepin.
Tom had collected a wide variety of unusual
containers from flour sifters to veggi steamers.
Tom had a few things planted to show how they
can be used. Raffle tickets were sold and drawn
for members to pick out the container of their
choice and to plant it. Everyone had a lot of fun,
and some members won several containers.
We are sorry if you were unable to attend this
meeting. We missed you and hope you can attend
the June 3, 2012 meeting at the Houston Garden
Center.

Respectfully submitted
Cheryl Lenert

(for Betsy Ginsburg, Secretary)



   HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
  TO YOU!

Happy Birthday
wishes go out to
all our members

born in the month of June.

   Betsy Ginsburg June 21st

   Donna Robert June 7th

May your Birthday be one that is filled
with

delight, with pleasant surprises from morning to
night – and may all the joys that this day brings to
you happen over and over each day all year
through

BEGONIA FIESTA
May 16 – 20, 2012
San Antonio Texas

The Hilton San Antonio Airport Hotel was
very nice and the staff was very accommodating to
our needs. The turnout was small and there were
52 entries in the Show. The Show may have been
small but there were some very nice entries that
made the judges really work. There were three
entries  from Steve’s Leaves  in  the Division New
Introduction by a Commercial Grower. A Rex
named B.  ’Starry  Night’  (won  Best  New
Introduction). There was another Rex B.
‘Blueberry Sorbet’ and a rhizomatous B. ‘Double
Jeopardy’.  All  three  were  hybridized  by  Don
Miller  as  an  employee  of  Steve’s  Leaves.  They
are very beautiful plants. They will be available
in the future at StevesLeaves.com. Best of Show
was won by Carol Orozco with her entry of B.
amphioxus in a terrarium, Lulu Leonard’s entry B.
‘Satellite Orange’ won a Cultural Certificate, Best
of Division and Best Southwest Region Hybrid.
Congratulations LuLu!.

The seminars were very good. Rekha Morris
gave a very good presentation and showed lots of
beautiful begonias in the wild that she has
collected. Cheryl Lenert gave a very nice
presentation on miniature begonias and how to
plant them in a terrarium.

ABS Board Meeting: The board approved
$1,500 for the Begonia Species Bank at Fort Worth
Botanical Garden. $500.00 was also approved for
KOLS Research Center. The board also approved
$1,500 to develop a user friendly ABS approved
Show Schedule. This schedule will be used for
local, Regional and National Shows.

Branches were reminded that Membership
List and Officers are to be sent to the President
Secretary Treasurer Membership Chair and Branch
Relations yearly especially after elections.
Branches were also reminded to file Form 990N to
the IRS in order to keep non-profit status in force.

Southwest Region Board Meeting: The
board approved $1,500 for the Begonia Species
Bank and $500.00 for KOLS Research Center after
a challenge from National President Charles Jaros .
Minutes from last meeting were approved. It was
announced that the region has 149 paid members, 8
member Branches and one commercial member

Both meeting moved along fairly quickly so
we had plenty of time to visit the plant sale before
getting ready for the banquet

Everyone had a very  good time and we missed
all of our Astros that could not attend. Perhaps
next year.



B. radicans

By Normand Dufresne

B. radicans was discovered in Brazil in
1831. Prior to 1984 it was known as B.
procumbens, and earlier by even more
names. B. limminghei, B. limmingheiana,
B. sandersii (hort.), B. glaucophylla, and B.
frits-mulleri are among the names used in
old books. The name B. limmingheana still
persists on commercial labels.

B. radicans is trailing-scandent with
slender creeping stems. The leaves are
elliptical, alternate, apple green in color
when young turning darker green with age.
The glabrous leaves are shiny, crisp and
rippled, and have raised veins underneath.
Flowers band in clusters. Male blossoms
have five tepals. Flower colors range from
salmon—pink to coral-red to nearly orange.
Ovaries have red—orange wings fading into
pearl white. Bloom time is late winter into
early spring, and bloom can be profuse; but
it is said that B. radicans can sometimes be a
shy bloomer.

B. radicans likes bright light dappled
with shade in summer. It can take a few
hours of morning or late afternoon sun in
winter. Temperature—wise it is more fussy,
as it will tend to lose leaves if kept too cool
in winter.

Grow B. radicans evenly moist in a mix
that retains moisture but still has good
drainage. The name radicans means rooting
- in this case, putting forth aerial roots.

lf you grow this plant with a totem pole
in the pot, the plant will climb the pole,
rooting at the nodes as it climbs. Years ago
you could buy totem poles at nurseries. If
you cannot find a totem pole, you can make
your own by forming a wire mesh cylinder.
Fill the cylinder with material that will stay
in place, such as long- fibered sphagnum
moss. Attach stakes or stiff rods to hold
totem in place in the pot. Try to keep the
sphagnum moist to encourage rooting.

{This article was taken from the
newsletter of the Southwest Region,
Begonia Leaflet, April/May 2001, page 8.}



Begonia Double Jeopardy

Begonia Starry Night

Begonia Blueberry Sorbet

Three new begonia introductions at the
 Southwest  Region Get-Together 2012
by Don Miller and Steve’s Leaves
Nursery.



Planting In Unusual Containers
Astro’s May 2012 monthly  meeting



More pictures from May 2012
Astro’s Monthly Meeting




